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Subsidy 
decision 
defended 
by chiefs 

WALSALL’S social care 
chief has defended a deci¬ 
sion by the council to reduce 
a subsidy that will mean al¬ 
most 20,000 hard-up house¬ 
holders will have to pay in¬ 
creased council tax. 

The discount scheme 
is aimed at people on low 
incomes, who can claim a 
reduction in the amount of 
council tax they pay. 

Cabinet said it has been 
forced to review the terms 
and conditions of the 
scheme in light of reduced 
funding from central Gov¬ 
ernment and the council’s 
financial position. 

The recommendation will 
now go before full council on 
January 12. 

If approved, the changes 
will come into effect in April, 
affecting 19,600 people. 

Social care boss, council¬ 
lor Diane Coughlan said: “It 
is with regret that we are 
recommending that working 
age customers, who are eli¬ 
gible for council tax support, 
are given a maximum dis¬ 
count of 75 per cent rather 
than the full 100 per cent 
which is currently the case. 

“The picture is the same 
across the country. 

“Out of 326 local authori¬ 
ties in England, 281 of them 
have been forced to reduce 
their council tax support 
scheme because of cuts from 
central Government.” 

• F amilies - See Page 3 

20 jobs due 
at new store 

A NEW convenience store 
could open in Bloxwich cre¬ 
ating up to 20 jobs, under 
new plans. 

NewRiver Retail wants 
to launch the shop next to 
the Bell Inn pub. The pub in 
Bell Lane will remain open 
although the beer garden 
will be reduced to enable the 
car park to be shared. 

The applicants said: “The 
principal of the proposed 
layout is very simple, and 
has been developed so as 
to allow the existing pub to 
remain and to continue to 
function successfully.” 


SIGN TO TARGET 
SPEEDING CARS 


IMPROVEMENTS are to be carried 
out along main routes in Walsall, in¬ 
cluding a new Watchman speed sign 
under £180,000 plans. 

Walsall Council is earmarking work along the 
A34 Birmingham Road and Caldmore Road as 
part of new funding proposals put forward. But 
plans for a car park in Lucknow Road, Willen- 
hall, have been dropped to enable the two other 
projects to go-ahead. 


Watchman signs, which 
can flash up a drivers’ reg¬ 
istration number or the 
speed limit of the road, are 
planned along the Birming¬ 
ham Road which runs be¬ 
tween Walsall town centre 
towards Great Barr. 

There are also moves to 
extend the central reserva¬ 
tion. 

Transport chief, Coun¬ 
cillor Lee Jeavons, said: 
“There is an ongoing need 
to address the road safety 
and traffic management is¬ 
sues on both Birmingham 
Road and Caldmore Road. 

Concentrate 

“To be frank, there is a 
greater need to concentrate 
our diminishing resources 
on improving the safety of 
road users in these areas, 
instead of creating a new 
car park. 

“There have been a num¬ 
ber of serious collisions on 
the A34 and this scheme will 
see us extending the central 
reservation and implement¬ 
ing a Watchman sign to re¬ 
duce the speed of motorists. 

“We will also look to ad¬ 
dress the traffic flow and 
parking issues in Caldmore 
Road.” 

It has been agreed by the 
council, with a report stat¬ 
ing the new scheme aims to 
address ‘high priority traf¬ 
fic management and road 
safety matters.’ 


by Craig Hughes 


Around £168,000 had 
been allocated for a new 18- 
space car park at Lucknow 
Road, Willenhall, as part 
of the capital programme. 
But the money saved from 
not going through with the 
scheme, and an underspend 
on the conversion of grass 
verges into more than 40 
parking bays around the 
borough, is also going to¬ 
wards the costs. 

A petition containing 
more than 1,000 signatures 
was previously submitted 
in favour of plans to use 
a grassed area in front of 
shops in Lucknow Road for 
parking. The scheme aimed 
to reduce illegal parking 
and other issues near to the 
junction of Lucknow Road 
and Pool Hayes Lane. 

Willenhall councillor Ian 
Shires said it was a blow to 
the area that the scheme 
would no longer go ahead. 
“Matters just continue 
to get worse, the traffic 
through that junction has 
increased dramatically,” he 
said. 

“The plan was trying to 
keep the businesses popu¬ 
lar.” The Watchman signs 
have been used in a bid to 
slow down drivers on major 
routes. Roads involved in 
the scheme are the Broad¬ 
way, Sutton Road and 
Northgate in Aldridge. 



X Factor boyband Union J with the Willenhall flag when they visited the town’s Morrisons store to meet the fans 


SELFIES and signings were on the 
shopping list for the hundreds of fans 
who queued all day at a Morrisons 
store to get a few seconds with their 
favourite boy band Union J. 

The X Factor stars were at the su¬ 
permarket in Willenhall to sign copies 
of their new single You Got It All. 

The four-strong band chatted with 
crowds of hysterical fans. 

The signing was one of 17 in Mor¬ 
risons stores across the country, and 
the fourth the boys completed in 
one day alone, having visited fans in 
Leeds, Huddersfield and Stoke before 
greeting the Black Country crowd at 


7.30pm. The two-hour signing was 
extended so as not to disappoint more 
than 500 fans who camped out to meet 
the boys Josh Cuthbert, JJ Hamblett, 
Jaymi Hensley and George Shelley. 

Armed with hot drinks and duvets, 
fans began queuing up to 11 hours 
before the boys were due to arrive. 
Grabbing their spot at the front were 
a group of friends from Willenhall. 

Chloe Young, aged 16 and her six 
pals, some of whom met each other at 
a concert, waited in line from 8.30am. 

The superfan said: “To keep our¬ 
selves entertained we have taken lots 
of selfies and played games. I have 


queued for over 100 hours to meet 
them, this is the sixth time and I have 
seen them perform 10 times. JJ gave 
me a hug and a kiss, I love them.” 

The fans were allowed in to the 
store in groups of 30 but a strict time 
was placed on the meet and greet. 

Paige Eggleton, 17, from Leamore 
said: “They are my favourite band, 
we just had to be first to meet them, 
we couldn’t wait.” Her sister Harleigh 
Eggleton, 15, added: “It was amazing, 
they are so nice to their fans.” 

Union J will be performing on their 
first arena tour as support for The 
Vamps next year. 


£ 160,000 
spent on 
clearing 
rubbish 

AROUND £160,000 has 
been spent on clearing up 
fly-tipping across Walsall 
since April, latest figures 
have revealed. 

Cash-strapped Walsall 
Council has been hit with 
the bill for dealing with 
dumped rubbish which cre¬ 
ates an eyesore in the bor¬ 
ough. 

A total of £159,206 was 
spent between April and 
November. If the trend con¬ 
tinues the amount spent is 
poised to be higher than the 
£206,311 spent during the 
previous financial year. 

It comes after a man was 
taken to court and hit with a 
bill of more than £800 after 
bed mattresses, cushions 
and electrical goods were 
dumped. 

They were scattered 
around Rayboulds Bridge 
Road, Walsall, in February 
and the culprit was captured 
by cameras which had been 
put there by council envi¬ 
ronmental health officers. 

The 29 year-old from 
Beechdale admitted depos¬ 
iting controlled waste and 
was fined £290, ordered to 
pay prosecution costs of 
£500 and a £29 victim sur¬ 
charge at Walsall Magis¬ 
trates Court. 

Community and leisure 
chief, councillor Khizar 
Hussain, said: “Fly-tipping 
is irresponsible and is some¬ 
thing the council is commit¬ 
ted to stamp out.” 

Taxi phone 
fiddle alert 

A WOMAN conned a resi¬ 
dent into giving her mon¬ 
ey for a taxi in Walsall, 
prompting a police warning. 

Officers are urging busi¬ 
nesses and householders 
in Birchills to be on their 
guard after a woman in her 
40s asked a resident if she 
could use a phone to call for 
a taxi, then asked for cash 
towards the fare. 

She was given £7 but 
when the phone was chec¬ 
ked, the number called was 
not a taxi firm. Anyone with 
information should call 101. 


abbey blinds 


est 1991 


1000s OF NEW FABRICS ALL AT ONE LOW PRICE 
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Brum house prices on the increase 


HOUSE prices in Birmingham have 
grown at a faster rate than those in 
London in recent months, property 
analyst Hometrack has reported. 

Values in the city recorded a 0.6 
per cent uplift in the three months 
to November. Homes in Brum 
have an average value of £134,300, 
marking a year-on-year increase of 
£8,200, according to the report. 

London property prices increased 


by 0.5pc in the three months to No¬ 
vember, slowing from average quar¬ 
terly increases of 1.4pc seen in the 
capital over the last year. 

Despite the recent cooldown in 
the London market, average prop¬ 
erty values in the capital have leapt 
by nearly £57,000 over the last year, 
which the report said is almost 
twice the UK’s average income. 

Prices have increased in London 


at the same rate over the last quar¬ 
ter as they have in Manchester, 
Portsmouth and Belfast, which also 
recorded 0.5 per cent growth. 

Liverpool has recorded the small¬ 
est increase in property values over 
the last year, with a rise of just 
over £3,000, taking the average 
house price there to £107,000. Lon¬ 
don property prices now stand at 
£403,200 typically. Compared with 


the previous peak of the market in 
2007, London, Cambridge and Ox¬ 
ford have seen the biggest uplifts, 
with house prices in these cities now 
sitting at 30.5pc, 28.7pc and 21.9pc 
above their pre-financial crisis highs 
respectively. Richard Donnell, re¬ 
search director at Hometrack, said 
the slowdown in London will act 
as a drag on the rate of house price 
growth across the UK in 2015. 


90,000 fall in visitors 
to borough's libraries 


ALMOST 90,000 fewer people have visited 
libraries in Walsall within four years, it has 
emerged. 

It comes as cash-strapped Walsall Council is look¬ 
ing to close eight libraries by 2017 in a bid to save 
more than £500,000. There were 1,222,649 visitors 
to buildings across the borough in 2010/11 compared 
to 1,134,465 in 2013/14, figures have revealed. 


Pay dispute 
at Caparo 
is settled 

WORKERS at an historic 
Darlaston screw factory will 
not take industrial action 
after settling their pay dis¬ 
pute with bosses. 

Staff at Caparo Atlas Fas¬ 
tenings Ltd, in Heath Road, 
held a strike ballot after 
claims the management 
withdrew a two per cent 
offer earlier this year. 

The matter has now been 
resolved after the company 
agreed to the award. 

Unite the union’s regional 
officer Caroline Crolley said: 
“Since the members voted 
by 98 per cent to take indus¬ 
trial action, the company 
has put back the two per 
cent offer on the table, back 
dated to January 2014. 

“We ran a second ballot 
on that offer and our mem¬ 
bers have accepted. 

“It has taken 12 months 
to reach agreement. 

“I’m hoping that in the 
New Year both sides will sit 
down and hold talks to agree 
the 2015 offer early on.” 

The factory is more than 
120 years old and manu¬ 
factures metal fixings for a 
number of sectors of indus¬ 
try, from automotive to pet¬ 
rochemical. 

Caparo Atlas Fastenings 
Ltd which is among the 
UK’s largest fastenings pro¬ 
ducers has declined to com¬ 
ment. 


In total there were just 
over 88,000 fewer people 
who attended libraries, of 
which half are now at risk 
under budget proposals. 

Those earmarked to 
shut are Pheasey, Streetly, 
Beechdale, South Walsall in 
Delves, and Walsall Wood 
next year. 

Then three others in 
Blakenall, New Invention 
and Rushall are earmarked 
to close in the the following 
12 months. 

This is despite both 
Pheasey and New Invention 
seeing a rise in the number 
of visitors during the last 
year. 

Campaigners in both 
Pheasey and Streetly 
launched separate petitions 
against the proposals and 
more than 3,500 combined 
added their names. 

However, a public meet¬ 
ing at the Central Library 
over the controversial cuts 
was attended by just three 
people. Seating for more 
than 50 people had been set 
up in anticipation of a crowd 
on December 13. 

People were advised to 
book in advance of the meet¬ 
ing because of the expected 
high turn-out over plans to 
close half the borough’s li¬ 
braries. 

The meeting, which went 
ahead regardless, was de¬ 
layed for 20 minutes to allow 
for late arrivals. Despite 
this, other drop-in events 
have taken place around 
the borough. Council bosses 
have insisted there has 
been no final decision over 
the budget, which includes 
a raft of cuts to save £29m 
next year. 



Hazel and Graham Jones at the last ever Pelsall charity committee dance 


A GROUP which has been raising money 
for hospitals by holding ballroom and se¬ 
quence dance events for 40 years has held 
its last ever dance. 

The Pelsall Kidney Machine & Research 
Committee has been raising funds for Wol¬ 
verhampton’s New Cross Hospital and 
Birmingham’s Queen Elizabeth since the 
1970s. The last dance evening was staged 
before Christmas, with organisers admit¬ 
ting it was the right time to stop, particu¬ 
larly as fewer regulars attended the events. 

Committee secretary Freda Taylor, from 
Pelsall, who has been with the group for 
38 years, said: “I remember how I first got 
involved. A friend of mine was part of the 
group already and would go around hand¬ 


ing out raffle tickets to raise money to buy 
machines for the units at the Queen Eliza¬ 
beth. I said I would like to get involved and 
she said ‘I will bring you a couple of books’ 
and I said that I would need more than 
that. It sort of went from there,” she said. 

The committee, which also consisted 
of Mrs Taylor’s husband Walter, held the 
dance evenings, which would also include 
a raffle and a tombola, for the QE before 
moving to New Cross in Wolverhampton 
around 15 years ago. 

In total for New Cross the committee has 
raised almost £75,000 since 1999. The final 
event at Wombourne Civic Centre on De¬ 
cember 18, raised £6,000, collected by Dr 
Maurice Jackson from New Cross. 


New youth 
church to 
be set up 
at centre 

AS one chapter closes at 
an historic Walsall chap¬ 
el, another opens - with 
the launch of a new youth 
church that is aimed to 
change its fortunes. 

When the 100-year-old St 
James Church, in Bloxwich, 
shut last summer after at¬ 
tendance dwindled - parish 
leaders decided not to sell 
up, but to take a leap of faith 
and create a worship cen¬ 
tre aimed at the teens and 
young adults. The premises 
is to reopen with a focus on 
the 13s to 25s age group. 

The site, in Old Lane, is 
being given a facelift and a 
specialist team will lead ser¬ 
vices and projects that will 
be held there. Team Rector 
the Rev Roger Williams said 
there is a large population 
of young people in the town 
and the vision was to find 
new ways of serving them. 

Parish staff based at All 
Saints’ Church in nearby 
High Street already work 
with schools and families 
in the area, and the exist¬ 
ing informal ReNew after¬ 
noon service there attracts 
younger worshippers. 

“We have a core group 
of about 10 people aged in 
their 20s who will help to 
get the youth church up 
and running. The nearest 
secondary schools are really 
helping,” he added. 

Advice for 
the elderly 

ADVICE is being offered 
on keeping elderly people 
warm in their homes over 
winter. 

Lichfield District Stra¬ 
tegic Partnership has 
launched its Keep Warm 
it’s Winter pack that offers 
information on eating well, 
keeping active and commu¬ 
nity meals. The leaflets also 
give advice on money and 
debt, home adaptations and 
looking out for neighbours. 

The pack is free and avail¬ 
able on request from Lich¬ 
field District Council’s Frog 
Lane reception, GP surger¬ 
ies, pharmacies and from 
community groups. 


Talk of the towns 

A TALK on the medieval 
Black Country will be tak¬ 
ing place on Monday. For¬ 
mer archaeologist Mike 
Shaw hosts a Tale of Three 
Towns at Walsall Local His¬ 
tory Centre in Essex Street, 
from 7.30-9pm. Admission 
is £2 and for more informa¬ 
tion call 01922 721305. 
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Museum 
artefacts 
may go in 
storage 

HISTORIC artefacts and 
collections will be moth¬ 
balled into storage if an un¬ 
der-threat museum is closed 
to save up to £70,000. 

Walsall Museum has been 
earmarked to shut under a 
raft of measures to save the 
cash-strapped council up to 
£29m in the next 12 months. 

There are long-term plans 
to create a £6m heritage 
centre in Walsall which will 
combine the museum with 
the Local History Centre 
and Walsall Leather Mu¬ 
seum. 

Once the museum in Li¬ 
chfield Street closes the 
likes of the Hodson Shop’s 
collection of working clothes 
starting from the 1920s face 
being kept in storage. 

The same as the Bayards 
Colts, a collection of clubs 
which were carried behind 
the Mayor in ceremonial 
processions and civic occa¬ 
sions which are at least 300 
years old. 

A report from the council, 
as part of the draft budget, 
states: “This proposal to 
save £70,000 will mean the 
closure of Walsall Museum 
to the public and the moth¬ 
balling of its collections in 
storage. 

“All access to the arte¬ 
facts and informal learning 
opportunities offered from 
the museum will cease.” 

Honours for 
paramedics 

AMBULANCE paramedic 
graduates from across the 
region received university 
honours at ceremonies in 
their honour. 

Seventy graduates from 
around the West Midlands 
were given the awards. 

This year has seen the 
largest recruitment drive 
by the service with over 300 
new frontline staff joining 
up. 

Another drive for 300 
student paramedics has just 
been launched 

In one week alone the 
NHS Jobs website has re¬ 
ceived 7,583 views and 228 
applications. 

Park openings 

OPENING hours at parks 
across Walsall are to in¬ 
crease again this month. 
They will be extended until 
4.30pm. Hours will then be 
until 5.30pm in February 
and 6.30pm in March. The 
longest times gates are open 
are in June and July until 
9.30pm. 


World Cup and star deaths top Google list 


THE most searched for items on Goog¬ 
le this year have been revealed - with the 
World Cup in Brazil topping the list for the 
West Midlands. The internet giant has re¬ 
vealed what the region was searching for 
throughout 2014. 

And other than the World Cup, people 
most commonly used the search-engine to 
reflect on the passing of some of the plan¬ 
et’s biggest celebrities. Robin Williams and 
Peaches Geldof were among the top 10 most 
searched for terms across Wolverhampton, 


Walsall and Dudley. Oscar-winning actor 
Williams - famous for films including Good 
Morning Vietnam and Good Will Hunting 
- committed suicide at his California home 
in August. 

And TV presenter Geldof - the daugh¬ 
ter of Live Aid founder Bob Geldof - died 
in April. An inquest later ruled she died of 
a heroin overdose. The deaths of actress 
Lynda Bellingham and comedians Rik May- 
all and Joan Rivers were also among the 
most searched for items in the West Mid¬ 


lands. Tech heads in Wolverhampton were 
keen to find out about the iphone6 which 
was launched in September, making it the 
fourth most searched item in the city. 

In Walsall there was significant inter¬ 
est in the missing Malaysia plane MH370 
which disappeared en route from Kuala 
Lumpur to Beijing, making ‘missing plane’ 
the seventh most Googled term. 

There were plenty in Dudley who wanted 
to find out if they had hit the jackpot, with 
‘Euromillions results’ in second place be¬ 


hind the World Cup. Other popular searches 
included Jennifer Lawrence, Michael Schu¬ 
macher, Fargo and Manchester United. 

Stephen Rosenthal, from Google UK, 
said: “Google’s Year in Search gives us the 
best snapshot of what moved, inspired, 
shocked and intrigued us in 2014. With so 
many of us now having multiple computers, 
phones and tablets immediately to hand, 
these results are the most accurate and 
comprehensive collection of what the UK’s 
been talking about this year.” 


Council tax rise for hard-up 
families as subsidy to go 


ALMOST 20,000 hard-up householders in 
Walsall will have to pay increased council tax 
after borough bosses voted to reduce their 
subsidy. 

The move has been slammed by independent 
councillor Pete Smith who called it ‘an unwelcome 
Christmas present’ for the poorest and most vulner¬ 
able residents in the borough. 


The discount scheme 
is aimed at people on low 
incomes, who can claim a 
reduction in the amount of 
council tax they have to pay. 
But council chiefs say they 
cannot afford to continue 
their current level of sup¬ 
port. 

The cabinet has chosen to 
reduce the subsidy by 25 per 
cent, the highest of the four 
options put out to public 
consultation and the least 
popular with residents. It 
will mean a weekly increase 
of £5.03 for households in 
band A; £5.87 for band B 
and £6.70 for those in band 
C. 

Those who were previ¬ 
ously exempt from paying 
council tax because of low 
income will now have to con¬ 
tribute. The move, to be in¬ 
troduced in April, will affect 
19,600 people. 

Council leader Sean 
Coughlan blamed the deci¬ 
sion on the ‘onslaught’ of 
austerity measures intro¬ 
duced by the coalition gov¬ 
ernment. He said: “It is with 
regret that we do this but 
the blame should he with 
Parliament and not with 
this authority.” 


By Marion Brennan 


Councillor Diane Cough¬ 
lan, a benefits assessor for 
Wolverhampton Council, 
said: “I deal with these cases 
in my job every day, and it’s 
heartbreaking. This has not 
been an easy decision.” 

Councillor Pete Smith 
argued the Labour-run 
council should refuse to 
accept the cuts. In a joint 
statement with councillors 
Chris and Paul Bott, also in¬ 
dependents, they said: “The 
cabinet’s decision is an un¬ 
welcome Christmas present 
for low-income households 
already struggling to make 
ends meet. 

“The previous Conserv¬ 
ative-led council adminis¬ 
tration had protected them 
from these extra charges for 
the last two years, yet par¬ 
adoxically Labour is willing 
to do what their predeces¬ 
sors would not do and hit 
over 19,000 already cash 
strapped households with 
further bills. 

The new leadership 
should bow its head in 
shame.” 


Tram fares to go up 5pc 

TRAM fares will increase by around five per cent. Trans¬ 
port firm National Express West Midlands is bringing in 
the price rises. 

An adult single has gone up by lOp with returns going 
up 20p or 30p, depending on how far people are travelling, 
meaning the most expensive return fare will be £6. 

Weekly and monthly passes have also gone up with a 
four-week Metrocard now costing £65.50, up £2. 


Volunteers breathe new life into garden 



Princes Trust Team Leaders Helen Fenton, left, and Irma Bajramovicwith school pupils and the volunteers 


A GROUP of dedicated young adults 
helped breathe new life into a nurs¬ 
ery garden. 

Twelve volunteers aged between 16 
and 25 spent the week working tire¬ 
lessly to renovate the environmental 
garden at Ogley Hay Nursery School, 
Brownhills. 

The group were part of the City 
of Wolverhampton College’s Princes 
Trust programme. 

The 12-week programme gives 
youngsters the chance to improve 
their confidence and self-esteem, 


make new friends and learn new 
skills through a range of outdoor 
activities, community activities and 
work experience. 

Margaret Turley, headteacher at 
Ogley Hay, said: “I was really im¬ 
pressed with this wonderful group of 
young people. 

“They dedicated their entire week 
to improving our garden and were al¬ 
ways so mindful of the children. 

“They would start working on 
something and be discussing with 
each other whether it would be safe 


for the little ones or look at things 
they could do to enhance our chil¬ 
dren’s enjoyment of the garden. 

“I think young people can get a 
lot of bad press but this group were 
a great example that plenty others 
should follow, they were a credit. 

“Everyone here is so happy with 
what they have done.” 

The group chose to get involved 
with the Ogley Hay project after 
viewing the garden and weighing up 
the cause against other community 
projects. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Store staff raise 
£4,000 for charity 

SAINSBURY’S staff have 
raised £4,020 for Cancer 
Research UK. 

The store in Oldbury has 
been fundraising for the 
charity since 2013. 

Manager, Mark Hankin 
said staff had worked to¬ 
gether to raise the cash. 

He added: “It’s been fan¬ 
tastic to see the way every¬ 
one’s pulled together since 
we started working with 
Cancer Research UK. 

“We’ve enjoyed coming 
up with ways to support 
and volunteer for this very 
worthy cause and it’s great 
to think that we’re making 
a positive difference.” 

Jewellery store 
to open at mall 

A MAJOR jeweller is to 
open at Walsall’s Saddlers 
Centre, under expansion 
plans. F Hinds will add to 
existing jewellers such as 
Goldsmiths and Warren 
James, in the centre. It 
comes as Topland which 
owns the centre hopes to 
develop a food store. 

Bosses at F Hinds said 
they are looking forward 
to establishing itself in the 
town. Steve Pope, group 
director at Topland, said: 
“The Saddlers is bucking 
the national and regional 
footfall trends.” 

Road closures 
for group march 

A SERIES of road closures 
will be in force in Walsall 
during a march by Paki¬ 
stan Muslim Welfare Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Side roads will be closed 
as the procession travels 
along Birchills Street, Blue 
Lane West, Green Lane, 
Old Birchills, Pargeter 
Street, Wolverhampton 
Road, Raleigh Street and 
Jessel Road onSunday . It is 
expected to start at midday 
and be finished by 1.30pm. 

Toy fair to be held 
at leisure centre 

COLLECTORS of toys and 
trains will gather for a fair 
in the Black Country on 
Sunday. It takes place from 
10.30am to 3pm at Oak 
Park Leisure Centre, Lich¬ 
field Road, Walsall Wood. 

It costs £1.50 for adults, 
£1.20 for pensioners and 
60p for children. Email 
transtar@talk21.com or 
call 01922 643385 for de¬ 
tails. 

Mistletoe talk 

A TALK on ‘mistletoe, 
myths and legends’ takes 
place at Streetly Horti¬ 
cultural Society on Tues¬ 
day. Dr Michael Jones will 
speak at Streetly Commu¬ 
nity Centre, Foley Road 
East,, from 7.45-9.15pm. 
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Fall in love with your smile again... 

...and regain the confidence to smile and £ ' 


Dentures from £550 
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*Terms and conditions apply 


• Cosmetic dentures 

• Finance available 

• Implant Retained 
Dentures 

• Lip & Facial Support 


Call for a Free Brochure 


The Smile Centre Matthew Burnell - Clinical Dental Technician 

BSc Hons, Dip CDT RCS (Eng) GDC.123633 

Dentures to Smile About 46 Upper St John Street, Lichfield 

Web: www.theuksmilecentre.co.uk 
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BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 


one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR FABRICS & 
GENEROUS SIZE RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 
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THE BEST OF ** t 

PETER RHODE^ 

OUT walking, we stopped at the local corner shop for 
some traditional sweets to keep the chill at bay. Back in 
pre-decimal times did any of us, in our wildest dreams, 
imagine that one day we would pay 12 shillings for a bag 
of herbal tablets? 

MORE horrors of inflation. At an English Heritage shop I 
found a penny whistle for £15. 

LIVE coverage 24/7. Instant replays of the action. In- 
depth analysis by ex-SAS types. Terrorism experts describ¬ 
ing exactly how stun grenades are used. The coverage of 
the Australian cafe siege was fascinating for viewers. But 
let’s not deny that it was also a priceless training aid for 
any terrorists planning something similar. 

THE most important thing, declared one earnest radio 
reporter, was not to make any assumptions in the early 
stages of the hostage crisis. There seemed a desperate, 
politically-correct desire to avoid mentioning Muslims or 
Islamic terrorism. But when a wild-eyed bearded man with 
a black bandana unfurls a black flag covered with Islamist 
slogans in Sydney, I think we can safely assume it’s not 
Ned Kelly. 

ON several occasions the TV cameras had a clear view 
of Man Haron Monis. Police snipers could presumably 
have had the same view. The civilised Western response 
to such incidents is to avoid using force until mass murder 
seems imminent. Maybe it’s time for a new strategy: if you 
have a clear shot, take it. 

IN the aftermath, poor Australia should not be beating 
itself up over why a deranged Islamist with a string of con¬ 
victions was at liberty. There is only one perfect, proven 
system for spotting lone loonies doing something manic. It 
is called hindsight. 

USEFUL winter tips from 
my insurance company, tell¬ 
ing us what to do if the pipes 
freeze and burst. “Check 
for bulges in the ceilings of 
rooms beneath the burst 
pipe, indicating trapped wa¬ 
ter. Place a bucket under¬ 
neath the bulge and punc¬ 
ture it to control the drain.” 
I remember my father doing 
exactly that one hard winter. 
He punctured the ceiling, the 
water burst through, there 

was a huge flash-bang and the Old Man fell off his step- 
ladder. Moral: if you must puncture the ceiling, use some¬ 
thing sensible. Not an electric drill. 

AND off to yet another funeral and another buffet of 
plates overflowing with black pudding, sausage rolls and 
ham sandwiches. Why is it that when a human dies the 
pigs suffer? 



WE went to a Christmas performance of The Messiah. 
It is usually an uplifting event but I found it hard to con¬ 
centrate on Handel’s soaring celebration of “God upon 
his great white throne,” the God of Abraham and Moses, 
without thinking of the unspeakable evil committed, only a 
few hours earlier in Sydney and Pakistan, in the name of 
the same God. Religions preach division, separation and 
supremacy. We are the blessed, the chosen ones or the 
followers of the true prophet and all the others are hea¬ 
thens, heretics, goyim, kuffir or the wrong sort of Muslim. 
The divisive creed of Them and Us is not an unfortunate 
side-effect of religions but their defining message. It is bi¬ 
zarre, in a modern society founded on the belief that all 
people are created equal, that we allow the preaching of 
such stuff in the name of “faith” and then throw up our 
hands in horror at the images from a school in Peshawar 
or a cafe in Sydney. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Delay over choice of Tory safe seat 


THE Tories have had to delay the 
selection of a candidate to replace 
long serving MP Sir Richard Shep¬ 
herd until the new year after claims 
the local association was ‘misled’ by 
party officials. 

One of the shortlisted candidates, 
Councillor Marco Longhi, has told 
the Express & Star it will be Janu¬ 
ary 22 before the selection is made. 
It was supposed to have already 
been done. 

The Conservative Party has re¬ 


portedly banned two of Theresa 
May’s special advisers from stand¬ 
ing for Parliament because they 
failed to campaign in the Rochester 
and Strood by-election. 

It is understood Nick Timothy 
and Stephen Parkinson had feared 
they would be in breach of their 
code of conduct had they taken part 
in political campaigning. 

Sutton Coldfield-born Mr Tim¬ 
othy wrote to the chairman of the 
Aldridge-Brownhills constituency 


association complaining that the 
party had said he had withdrawn 
from the selection. 

With a majority of 15,256 at the 
last election the seat is considered 
safe for the Conservatives. 

Seventy people had applied to be 
the candidate to replace Sir Rich¬ 
ard, who will stand down at the 
election after 36 years. 

The local association whittled 
down the list to 10 names and then 
came up with a shortlist of four. 


The final selection was meant 
to have taken place behind closed 
doors on December 13. 

According to the Conservative 
Home website, Tory headquarters 
had told the Aldridge association, 
wrongly, that the home secretary’s 
adviser Mr Timothy had withdrawn 
from the selection. 

The four shortlisted candidates 
are Pamela Hall, Wendy Morton, 
Adrian Pepper and Walsall council¬ 
lor Marco Longhi. 


Armed robber fails in 
appeal on jail sentence 


Boris backing swabs bid for Margot 



Brave little Margot Martini seen with her mother Vicki after beginning her treatment 


LONDON Mayor Boris Johnson has backed a drive 
to get more people to join the bone marrow donor 
register inspired by toddler Margot Martini. 

A swabbing event is being arranged at City Hall 
where London Assembly staff, including Mr John¬ 
son are set to take part. Margot’s parent’s Yaser 
and Vicki wrote to the mayor to ask for his support 
and to look at holding a swabbing event to bolster 
the stem cell/ bone marrow donor register. 

Mr Johnson said: “It’s a wonderful idea - thank 
you Victoria to bringing this to my attention and 
we are exploring at holding an event with Delete 
Blood Cancer at City Hall for staff to encourage 
them become stem cell donors.” 

Two-year-old Margot died in October after a 
rollercoaster year-long fight with two rare forms 
of leukaemia. A year earlier Margot had been di¬ 
agnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia 
(ALL) and Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML) with 
Vicki, who grew up in Essington, and father Yaser 
launching the Swab4Margot campaign under the 
Team Margot banner which was backed by celeb- 



London Mayor Boris Johnson, backing the campaign 


rities including Stephen Fry and Gary Barlow. 
The appeal went viral across the world and led to 
50,000 people requesting swab kits from the char¬ 
ity Delete Blood Cancer UK in the first six weeks. 

Margot was one of 1,800 people in the UK in 
desperate need of a life saving bone marrow trans¬ 
plant. For more information go to www.teammar- 
got.com. 


A GAMBLER who committed a 
string of armed robberies across 
the Black Country to pay his debts 
has failed in challenging his ‘inevi¬ 
table’ long prison sentence. 

William Thomas Finch, of Bilston 
Lane, Willenhall, committed five terri¬ 
fying robberies and one attempted rob¬ 
bery in a few weeks last year. 

Donning dis¬ 
guises, the 57-year- 
old walked into 
shops, bingo halls 
and a building soci¬ 
ety and threatened 
staff with an imita¬ 
tion shotgun. 

He was eventu¬ 
ally caught out and, 
in May, jailed for 
14 years at Wolver- Jailed - William Finch 
hampton Crown 

Court. He had been convicted of five robber¬ 
ies, one attempted robbery and six counts of 
possessing the imitation shotgun. 

He appealed against the length of the sen¬ 
tence but has been told by Lord Justice Laws 
that he deserved every day of the term for 
such prolific crime. 

He said: “This applicant committed a se¬ 
ries of armed robberies, using what appeared 
to be a sawn-off shotgun. He subjected his 
victims, one of whom was pregnant at the 
time, to a traumatic and terrifying ordeal. 

“It would seem that he was motivated by a 
need to sort out his financial situation, which 
had become critical because of his escalating 
gambling habit,” he said. 

The court heard Finch’s raids were strik¬ 
ingly similar, involving threats to shoot staff 
members. He wore a black hooded top and 
masked his face with clothing. 

The crimes included a robbery at a West 
Bromwich Building Society branch in 
Wednesbury, where he stole about £900, 
on August 9. Other crimes included an at¬ 
tempted robbery at a post office, in Rough 
Hay, Darlaston, on September 25 and a rob¬ 
bery at a Gala Bingo hall in Darlaston, steal¬ 
ing about £2,150, on September 28. 

He already had a long list of convictions to 
his name, including many offences of theft, 
the court heard. Rejecting his challenge 
to the length of his sentence, Lord Justice 
Laws, sitting with Mr Justice Openshaw and 
Mr Justice Lewis, said a long term was ‘in¬ 
evitable’. 



Upsurge 
in thefts 
of parked 
up cycles 

POLICE have revealed that 
a total of more that £1.5 
million worth of bicycles 
have been stolen from rail¬ 
way stations this year. 

British Transport Police 
said 5,318 bikes were taken 
by thieves between April 
2013 and March this year 
- which is the equivalent 
of 14 bikes a day. The total 
number of bicycles stolen 
across England, Wales and 
Scotland rose by 3.6 per 
cent this year compared to 
the last financial year. 

During this 12-month pe¬ 
riod a total of 1,381 suspects 
were arrested, BTP said, as 
it launched a nationwide 
campaign to tackle bicycle 
theft. Recent statistics from 
the BTP show that there 
has been an increase in bi¬ 
cycle thefts over the West 
Midlands this year. Between 
December 2013 and Novem¬ 
ber 2014 a total of 33 bikes 
were stolen. 

At Wolverhampton 14 
bikes were stolen. 

Superintendent Jason 
Bunyard, who oversees 
Operation Wiggins, said: 
“Following investment in 
cycle racks and spaces for 
bikes on trains, events such 
as the Tour de France, and 
with people being more con¬ 
scious of the environment 
and their health, there has 
been a huge surge in their 
popularity.” 

Review over 
collections 

A REVIEW of recycling 
collections carried out by 
Walsall Council and its sub¬ 
sequent disposal has taken 
place to ensure they meet 
new regulations. 

Starting this month, all 
local authorities will need to 
meet new requirements laid 
down in the European Com¬ 
mission’s Waste Framework 
Directive, in relation to re¬ 
cycling collections, unless 
it can be proved that this 
is not technically, environ¬ 
mentally or economically 
practicable. 

The council carries out 
mixed collections in one bin 
collected fortnightly. 

Brass concert 

THE Staffordshire Band 
will perform at Walsall’s 
Forest Arts Centre on Feb¬ 
ruary 6. The band will per¬ 
form a mix of brass band 
tunes along with various 
popular orchestral clas¬ 
sics. Tickets cost £6 for the 
7.30pm show. Call 0300 555 
2898. 
































































High risk 
residents 
urged to 
have jab 

PUBLIC health chiefs are 
reminding residents in high 
risk groups to make sure 
they have their flu vaccines. 

Mothers-to-be, children 
aged between two and four, 
under 65s with existing 
health conditions, and over 
65s fall into the category. 

The flu vaccine is free for 
people in these groups and 
they should see their GP or 
practice nurse for informa¬ 
tion. 

Walsall’s health chief, 
Councillor Ian Robertson 
said: “The danger is to think 
flu is just a heavy cough and 
cold but ask anyone who’s 
had it and they’ll tell you 
otherwise. It leaves you in¬ 
credibly weak and as well as 
having potentially serious 
complications it can cause 
death in some cases. 

“We also have a responsi¬ 
bility to those in our family 
and wider communities that 
could contract flu. 

“We’re appealing to preg¬ 
nant women, people under 
65 with existing health con¬ 
ditions such as diabetes, se¬ 
vere asthma, chest or heart 
complaints, and the under 
65s to get their free flu vac¬ 
cination sorted as soon as 
possible. 

“If anyone has any doubts 
I would urge them to talk to 
their GP, midwife, district 
nurse or any other health 
professional.” 

Ted Baker in 
the Bullring 

CLOTHING retail compa¬ 
ny Ted Baker has opened a 
brand new store in Birming¬ 
ham’s Bullring. 

The new 3,207 square foot 
store will house the brand’s 
AW14 menswear selection. 

The shopfront has been 
designed to represent the 
city’s industrial heritage 
with feature walls adorned 
with cogs and copper, black 
steel and smoke-distressed 
oak. Birmingham’s Jewel¬ 
lery Quarter is also reflected 
in the store’s design. 

The store is giving away 
leather bound notebooks 
which can be embossed, as 
well as a £1,000 prize. 


Shock for man 

A MAN suffered an electric 
shock while changing a light 
fitting at home in Walsall. 
Firefighters and paramedics 
were called to Hallcroft Way, 
Aldridge at around 2pm on 
Thursday December 18. A 
59 year-old man was taken 
to Walsall Manor Hospital 
as a precaution. 


On track for more seats with London Midland 



One of the new Class 350/3 Desiro trains 


THOUSANDS more seats per week are 
now available on trains throughout the 
West Midlands as part of a £62 million in¬ 
vestment in services. 

Rail firm London Midland hailed the 
move as its biggest timetable shake-up in 
six years, promising more services in and 
out of Birmingham and to London, 

London Midland announced £62m worth 
of new trains, new services and 139,000 
more seats per week across its network. 
This includes 75,000 extra seats in and out 
of Birmingham New Street and more direct 
services to the capital. 


London Midland managing director Pat¬ 
rick Verwer said: “With more people trav¬ 
elling with us each year our passengers are 
telling us they want more services, quicker 
journeys and more seats. We have listened 
and taken the opportunity with our new 
trains to make as many improvements for 
as many passengers as we can. 

“With £62 million invested in new trains, 
this is the biggest change to our timetable 
in six years.” In the West Midlands the 
Cross City line will see one of the biggest 
improvements with the Redditch to Bir¬ 
mingham service increasing from two to 


three trains per hour. There will also be an 
extra 6,000 seats between New Street and 
Birmingham International. 

London Midland is also increasing the 
number of services from Birmingham and 
Coventry to London. This means there will 
be an extra 18,000 seats on this route to and 
from the capital each week. 

The company said that since 2007 it has 
seen demand for its services grow by a 
third.” 

For more details on the changes to local 
services visit www.londonmidland.com/ 
goodnews 


Union calls for urgent 
talks over council cuts 


UNION bosses has called for urgent talks 
with Walsall Council chiefs to stop planned 
cuts to youth services. 

Cuts of more than £2 million to youth services 
have been suggested in the cash-strapped authori¬ 
ty’s plans to slash £86m from its budget over the 
next four years. Unite claims thousands of the 


town’s young people will 

Jewellery 
store deal 
is Stirling 

A jewellery store will be¬ 
come the latest offering to 
open at Walsall’s main shop¬ 
ping centre. 

Owners of the Saddlers 
Centre have finalised a 
deal with family jewellers F 
Hinds. 

It is Topland’s 52nd deal 
since it acquired the shop¬ 
ping centre in February last 
year. 

The store will open at the 
end of January. 

Steve Pope, group direc¬ 
tor at Topland, said: “We 
are pleased to add this major 
jeweller to our tenant list 
and F Hinds opening in the 
Saddlers this a further indi¬ 
cation of the improvements 
we have made to the quality 
of the overall customer offer 
at the centre. 

“Customer footfall is up 
in the scheme since our 
purchase and the Saddlers 
is bucking the national and 
regional footfall trends that 
have been declining.” 

Topland also has plans to 
develop a food court in the 
future and bosses said they 
were in discussions with 
major food court operators 
which will offer more diver¬ 
sity for the centre. 


>e left with nowhere to go 
if youth centres close. 

Union bosses have writ¬ 
ten to council leader Sean 
Coughlan urging deci¬ 
sion-makers to rethink 
plans. The union which rep¬ 
resents the council’s youth 
workers, claims that slash¬ 
ing the youth service budget 
will see youth clubs closed, 
dozens of youth workers 
sacked and spell the end 
of universal youth services 
open and accessible to all 
Walsall’s young people. 

Bosses said they were 
calling for urgent talks to 
safeguard the future of the 
borough’s youth service by 
securing a commitment to 
ring-fence funding and the 
protection of qualified youth 
workers. 

Sacrifice 

Colenzo Jarrett-Thorpe, 
Unite national officer for 
youth, community and 
playworkers, said: “These 
cuts will rip the heart out 
of services that thousands 
of young people depend on. 
Now is not the time to sacri¬ 
fice Walsall’s youth service, 
on the contrary we need to 
invest in young people.” 

He said the future of Wal¬ 
sall’s youth service was at 
stake and the planned cut 
in funding would destroy 
Walsall’s youth services. 

He added: “Unite believes 
the current consultation has 
been inadequate and will 
campaign to demand coun¬ 
cillors and decision-makers 
in Walsall think again.” 


Saddlers stars are on song for visit 



Players Liam Kinsella and James Baxendale hand over a gift to Holly Locke, aged one, during their visit to the Manor 


SMILES lit up the faces of poor¬ 
ly young patients at Walsall Manor 
Hospital when star Saddlers players 
popped in to bring them some festive 
cheer. 

The entire Walsall team along with 
manager Dean Smith paid a visit to 
the children’s wards recently to de¬ 
liver gifts. Many of the youngsters 
were grinning from ear to ear as the 
stars went around chatting to them 
and their parents. 

Liam Kinsella, James Baxendale, 


Paul Downing and Richard O’Don¬ 
nell were joined by their team-mates 
as they laughed and joked with the 
families. 

They called into Ward 21, the games 
room, the paediatric assessment unit 
and the outpatients department dur¬ 
ing their 90-minute visit. While in 
the outpatients waiting room the lads 
burst into an impromptu performance 
of Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer to 
the delight of the children and the 
staff. James Chambers said: “It’s good 


to be able to do something to lift their 
spirits and to give the parents a few 
words of encouragement.” 

Among the youngest patients they 
spoke to was 15-month-old Amy 
Jones, who received two teddy bears 
and sweets. Her mother Caroline 
Jones, aged 24, of Millfield Avenue, 
Little Bloxwich, said: “My husband 
Kevin is a big Saddlers fan. He left 
just before they all walked in. He’ll 
be gutted when he finds out that he 
missed meeting the team.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gas works move 
to see road shut 

A MAIN route into Walsall 
town centre will be closed 
for more than a week be¬ 
cause of gas mains work. 

Part of Bridgeman 
Street will need to be 
closed to allow the work to 
be carried out on behalf of 
National Grid Gas. 

A diversion route incor¬ 
porating Queen Street, 
Corporation Street West 
and Bradford Street will be 
in place and will impact on 
traffic going between the 
town centre and Walsall 
Manor Hospital. 

It is expected to begin 
on January 10 and take 
around nine days to com¬ 
plete. 

Odell will perform 
at Chase concerts 

SINGER-SONGWRITER 
Tom Odell will be perform¬ 
ing at Cannock Chase next 
year. 

Odell, whose version of 
Real Love is used on the 
John Lewis Christmas ad¬ 
vert, is the first big name 
to sign up for the Forest 
Live concerts on the Chase. 

He will take to the 
stage on July 12.His debut 
album, Long Way Down, 
released in June 2013 
reached number one in the 
charts. An extra outdoor 
concert will be performed 
on Cannock Chase. 

Woman is led to 
safety after fire 

FIRE chiefs tackled a 
blaze in the living room of a 
bungalow in Great Wyrley. 
Firefighters were called to 
a property in Quinton Ave¬ 
nue in the early hours. 

A woman raised the 
alarm with her neighbour 
who called 999 and helped 
lead her to the front porch. 

Cannock fire station’s 
manager Martin Weaver, 
who led the incident, said: 
“This lady had a lucky es¬ 
cape.” 

Abattoir animal 
shed to expand 

AN ABATTOIR has been 
granted permission to ex¬ 
pand. 

The Newtown Abattoir, 
based on the Stafford Road 
in Newtown, near Great 
Wyrley applied to build an 
extension onto its existing 
animal storage shed. 

Extending the shed will 
allow the abattoir to house 
more animals before they 
are sent to slaughter. 

Resurfacing bid 

A ROAD in Streetly will 
close for just over a week 
for a carriageway resurfac¬ 
ing scheme being carried 
out by Lafarge Tarmac. 
Hardwick Road will be 
closed between 9.30am and 
4pm from January 5 to 14. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 

Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 
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REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 
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with Mark Andrews 


ANOTHER Christmas, and more 
angry customers finding that 
the ‘Winter Wonderland’ theme 
parks do not quite live up to ex¬ 
pectations. 

Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen 
found himself subject to the ire 
of an army of angry mothers af¬ 
ter his Magical Journey in Sutton 
Coldfield turned out to be more 
grotty than grotto. Not only was 
Santa handing out duff presents, 
his elves were too busy puffing 
away on cigarettes to bother 
wrapping them up. And that was 
when they were not called into 
action to push the magical mys¬ 
tery train up the hill every time it 
broke down. 

Still, it could have been worse. 
They could have gone to the 
Yorkshire Winter Wonderland 
which, judging from the pictures, 
looked more like an abandoned 
PoW camp with a few tailors’ 
dummies thrown in to lighten the 
mood. 

Unsurprisingly, both attrac¬ 
tions have closed, leaving be¬ 
hind a number of angry cus¬ 
tomers, but you have to wonder 
what people really expect. As 
with all of these attractions, cus¬ 
tomers are asked to buy into a 
fantasy land in a far-off corner of 
the universe that does not really 
exist. Do they really think it is go¬ 
ing to be created in temporary 
exhibition at a golf course in the 
West Midlands, or an exhibition 
hall in Harrogate, for £22.50 
a head? Old Laurence really 
should have known better than 
getting involved. 

The thing is, children can of¬ 
ten take pleasure in the simplest 
of things, and there really is no 
need to splash out on some 
overblown commercialised mi¬ 
ni-theme park to keep them en¬ 
tertained over Christmas. 

But, of course, it is far harder 
to please the overgrown chil¬ 
dren, the adults. No wonder 
cynical companies, with an eye 
on the bottom line, try to exploit 
these child-like yearnings. And 
no wonder it always ends in 
tears. 

□□□□□ 

MIND you, while I’m all for 
looking back at the days when 
Christmas was a simpler, less 
commercial affair, I do think the 
main television companies might 
be taking things a bit far this 
Christmas. 

Look, I’ve got nothing against 
repeats, even if I do think the 
ubiquitous showings of More- 
cambe & Wise, or Only Fools 
and Horses, are overdone, and 
whisper it quietly, a bit over-rat¬ 
ed. Eric and Ernie were okay, but 
give me Mike Yarwood anyday. 

But this year Channel Five is 
truly distinguishing itself, with 
Chas & Dave’s Xmas Knees Up 
-i- from 1982 - forming the cen¬ 
trepiece of its prime-time Christ¬ 
mas Day schedule. And they’re 
not just showing it once. If, for 
some reason, you find yourself 
washing your hair on Christmas 
night, they are repeating it again 
on Sunday. 

A repeat of a repeat, then. 
And let’s face it, one that wasn’t 
much cop Long, Long Ago. 



Steve breeds bullfinches in his spare time Hotworker Alan Hale with his baby daughter Evie Shaun’s hobby is rockabilly music 

Hammering home 
a different side 


These are metal workers 
but not as you know them 
as an exhibition illustrates. 
CHARLIE BENTON reports 

FROM breeding bullfinches to 
rock climbing - the private lives 
of metal workers of the Black 
Country are being explored in 
a new exhibition. 

Artist Luke Perry has got behind 
the camera to show a different side 
to some of the people helping to 
keep the region’s industrial herit¬ 
age alive. 

The Behind the Hammer exhibition 
has been created as part of the Black 
Country Echoes festival and focuses on 
hot-workers and chainmakers at Solid 
Swivel, based in Cradley Heath. 

Mr Perry said: “I am traditionally a 
public monument sculptor, that is what 
I am known for, but when Black Country 
Echoes approached me for this piece they 
were very loose in their brief. 

Contrasts 

“They wanted something that ex¬ 
plored Solid Swivel as a company, but 
they said I should just do it in a way that 
I find interesting.” 

Mr Perry, who admits he had not done 
much photography at all since univer¬ 
sity, decided it was the best way to con¬ 
vey the lives of the metalworkers. 

The photographic pieces, which were 
hung on the library carousels, each use 
one of the workers at the company as a 
subject, but contrasts their private lives 
at home with their work. 

He explained: “There is an opinion 
from people that if you work in a factory 
that is kind of all you do - as in you go off 
to work, you hit something with a ham¬ 
mer and then you go back home again, 
and there is no depth. 

“I have seen the other side of it now 



Photographer Luke Perry has an exhibition of some of his work 


and a lot of these people go home and 
they are botanists or they speak mul¬ 
tiple languages, and they have great 
depths of personality and that is some¬ 
thing I have always wanted to explore 
in a project. 

“Public artwork, big sculptures and 
such, don’t really lend themselves to a 
matter as intimate as that whereas pho¬ 
tography does.” 

Mr Perry is the son of Graham Perry, 
the managing director of Solid Swivel, 
who also features in the exhibition. 

The Solid Swivel company has been 


in the Perry family for more than a 
century. 

Mr Perry continued: “I chose five dif¬ 
ferent people who I thought were a good 
example of what they do at work, but 
also had a really interesting and often 
a very contrasting extra-curricular life. 

“I tried to show as a catalyst to un¬ 
derstanding this idea that people can be 
different, and have more depth than it 
might seem at first. 

“I tried to show that by taking two 
photographs - one of them at work and 
one of them doing what it is they do at 


home. All of the materials used to create 
the prints, from the paper to the metal 
used in the frames, were found in the 
Black Country. 

Mr Perry said although some of the 
metal workers were unsure of being in¬ 
volved originally, they were very accom¬ 
modating. 

“All of them were a little nervous 
about having their photos taken but 
they were very trusting and kind,” Mr 
Perry said. 

“Their jobs require a lot of concentra¬ 
tion, which meant they could not focus 
on what I was doing too much anyway 
which was very helpful. A lot of them 
were every welcoming, inviting me to 
their house, they were very kind.” 

Mr Perry said people who visit the 
exhibition will be surprised by the con¬ 
trasting lives of the workers featured. 

“One of the subjects, Alan, is a hot¬ 
worker, so his job requires a great deal 
of physical strength, but outside of work 
he is a dad of three, a very sensitive fa¬ 
ther, and it is all very lovely to watch. 

Delicate 

“Alan also makes these very delicate 
little cakes. A lot of people might think 
that forgers come into work, then go 
home to walk their Staffordshire Bull 
Terriers and drink, and that is just not 
what it is like - he is a very modern man 
in many ways. 

“Steve, a chainmaker, is another sub¬ 
ject. His work is so hot and dangerous 
and he uses huge 40-ton presses, and 
then he goes home and he breeds bull¬ 
finches. 

“When you go into the aviary you have 
to be so quiet and calm and subtle in the 
way you measure out the liquids. All of 
the subjects are surprising. 

“My father was the most surprising 
though, to look at him now you wouldn’t 
think he was a mountaineer.” 

The exhibition will remain at Cradley 
Heath Library for several months. 



WEEK IN r 
POLITICS 


THE picture of David Cameron 
flanked by the Chelsea Pension¬ 
ers on the front of his greeting 
card was not exactly something 
that screamed ‘It’s Christmas’, 
Noddy Holder style. 

What it did attempt to convey 
was a sense of British pride. If 
there was a subtle hint in there 
for next year it might be that he 
wants everyone to think he’s the 
one with whom Britain and all its 
great institutions are safe rather 
than Ed Miliband. 

Certainly he is trying to ram 
home the message that a vote 
for UKIP would just let Labour 
back into Downing Street. 

That message doesn’t seem 
to have come up to the Black 
Country; or if it has people seem 
perfectly happy with that. 

A poll by Tory peer Lord Ash¬ 
croft made for bleak reading for 
the Conservatives as it showed 
them in a distant third place in 
Dudley North. The seat is one 
of the key marginals the Tories 
failed to win in 2010 when they 
ended up having to settle for a 
coalition with the Lib Dems. 

So on the one hand, David 
Cameron’s argument that voting 
UKIP just lets Labour in makes 
sense. If we were to do as La¬ 
bour wants, which is to just see 
UKIP as ‘more Tory than the To¬ 
ries’, then the polls suggest sup¬ 
port for the two parties added 
together would be greater than 
Labour. 

Difference 

As a result, people voting UKIP 
would get the absolute opposite 
of what they want - a party that 
doesn’t want a referendum on 
the EU. The argument does not 
hold water though. 

Sitting Labour MP Ian Austin 
does want a referendum and 
will tell anyone who asks him so. 
Also, UKIP loves to point out it 
takes votes off Labour as well. 
But it’s more than that. 

UKIP has made little secret of 
the view that it does not see any 
difference between the Tories 
and Labour. Deputy leader Paul 
Nuttall calls them ‘two cheeks 
on the same backside’ while 
Nigel Farage has said he’d do a 
‘deal with the devil’ in return for 
the referendum. In short ‘vote 
UKIP, get Miliband’ means noth¬ 
ing to them. 

UKIP will be quite happy get¬ 
ting some MPs elected and then 
making various demands in 
return for their support on key 
votes. Britain does not do pres¬ 
idential elections like the US, 
however much Tony Blair might 
have liked it if we did. 

When people go to the polls 
in May they are not voting for a 
choice between Cameron, Mili¬ 
band, Clegg, Farage or Howling 
Laud Hope of the Monster Rav¬ 
ing Loony Party. 

They are choosing their lo¬ 
cal MP. Of course that’s always 
been the case. It just seemed 
a little less so when it was a 
straight choice between one 
party or the other. 

The coalition has changed 
that. 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 

ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 
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Profits on the buses despite cuts 


NEWS of increases in bus fares despite falls 
in the costs of fuel and, investment of £34m 
on new buses by National Express West 
Midlands, has delivered mixed messages to 
bus users across Birmingham and the Black 
Country. However, the National Express 
company’s profit margin continues to rise 
as severe government cuts bring local buses 
to crisis point. 

Supported buses are services that are sub¬ 
sidised by local authorities because they are 
not provided by commercial bus companies. 
Commercial operators have no legal require¬ 


ment to run loss-making services. Local au¬ 
thorities have a statutory duty to identify a 
transport need and provide services where 
these transport needs would not otherwise 
be met. 

Not surprisingly we are in a position 
where in more and more areas pensioners 
have bus passes but no buses on which to 
use them! Yes, we hear news of bus fare in¬ 
creases and new investment in bus fleets yet 
the underlying trend is for a poorer service 
as profits soar in the private sector. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES, Walsall 


EU ruling 
stupidity 
of leaders 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


E-MAIL 

Walsall.chron 

ir.co.uk 


POST 

Walsall Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

UK state pensions 
are much too low 


IT seems that this govern¬ 
ment is getting more stupid 
than ever by not deporting 
foreign criminals and ille¬ 
gal immigrants because of 
the EU’s silly human rights 
ruling; and then awarding 
them almost £17m in com¬ 
pensation. 

George Osborne says 
that the austerity measures 
will have to continue for 
a few more years; council 
workers doing vital jobs all 
over the country are being 
made redundant because of 
cash strapped councils, so 
George, how about giving 
some of these wasted mil¬ 
lions to them. 

Mr Cameron says people 
will have to tighten their 
belts, because of the cuts, 
but MPs, ministers, bank¬ 
ers and the occupants of 
the House of Lords do not 
suffer. 

MPs can employ their 
wives or husbands at the 
expense of the tax payer, 
that’s two large salaries 
per household, plus getting 
most of their household 
goods free, is it any wonder 
that most of them are mil¬ 
lionaires? 

B J SMITH, Walsall 


I WOULD wholeheartedly 
agree with your correspond¬ 
ent M Cooper (letters, De¬ 
cember 8) that British state 
pensions are much too low 
and need to be raised. How¬ 
ever, his or her letter has 
two worrying features. 

One is the use of misun¬ 
derstood statistics. On read¬ 
ing Cooper’s assertion that 
the Spanish state pension 
is £26, 630, my immediate 
reaction was disbelief, for I 
suspected (correctly as I dis¬ 
covered), that the average 
salary in Spain would be 
lower than that in the UK, 
and that such a figure would 
be economically unsustaina¬ 
ble. In fact, the average pay 
in Spain is £23,491. Cooper 
is not comparing like with 
like. Spain has a system of 
an earnings related state 
pension, rather than Brit¬ 


ain’s flat rate. Still more 
extreme is Brazil, where the 
same table shows a maxi¬ 
mum possible state pension 
of £14,969, nearly three 
times the average wage in 
that country. 

The other problem is 
Cooper’s strange assertion 
that the pension is ‘not a 
benefit, but a right’, as if 
the two were mutually ex¬ 
clusive. The pension is un¬ 
equivocally a benefit and 
also a right, paid to every¬ 
one who qualifies. I want a 
higher pension for myself, 
but I would be a gross hypo¬ 
crite if I did not campaign at 
the same time for younger 
recipients of out-of-work 
benefits such as Job Seek¬ 
er’s Allowance or in-work 
benefits such as tax credits. 

A T HARRISON 

Walsall 


Who’s best 
at the NIA 

SUNDAY night at the NIA I 
saw The Who play for more 
than two hours, keeping up 
a standard throughout sur¬ 
passing artists half the age 
of the surviving original 
members - guitarist and 
songwriter Pete Townshend 
and frontman Roger Dal- 
trey. 

The backing band played 
and sang excellently, the 
harmonies being sung espe¬ 
cially well on the songs from 
the early part of The Who’s 
career. 

It was an excellent set 
with some moments of 
transcendent power, and 
no-one has songs or music 
like these guys! 

Classical music comes in 
many forms and I can safely 
say this was classical music! 

An excellent night all 
round and on the strength 
of it I feel a compulsion to 
ask one question - why are 
they retiring? 

SPAGE 

Walsall 

Generosity of 
town praised 

MAY I, through the letters 
page of your newspaper, pay 
tribute to the people of Dar- 
laston in the way they re¬ 
sponded to the poppy appeal 
this year. 

To organise the appeal 
requires large amounts of 
good will from stores, shops, 
schools, pubs and organisa¬ 
tions as well as the individu¬ 
als who support us by giving 
their time and donations. 

The amount received in 
the town during the two 
weeks of the appeal was 
£14,637.40. This has ex¬ 
ceeded the money raised in 
any previous appeals. 

J JOHNSON 

Poppy Appeal 


Edmund Howdle 

Quality meat 

est. 193*3 

SALE NOW ON!! 

Black Angus Silverside £1.99lb 
Angus Sirloin Steak £4.99lb 
Angus Rib Eye Steak £3-99lb 
Lean Oven Steak £1.49lb 
Lean Stewing Steak £1.49lb 
Lean Mince Beef £1.29lb 
Whole Loin of Pork £1.29lb 
5kg Chicken Breast £18 a pack 



Supplies and Installers of: 

windows, Doors, Patio Doors, French Doors, Conservatories, Bi-Fold Doors, Garaga 
L Conversions, Car Ports, Canopies, Garage Doors, Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 1 , 

— | Rehau 70mm P ofile / 

■ Internally Glazed / ^ |i 

Fensa Registered / 

No Salesmen / f I 1 

OAP Discounts / ^ ** M 

A+ Rated Windows ✓ 

i 17th year in Business / H|^TTn]^rn^T|Ti1 

Family Run Business / k V/>, 

Secured by Design / BBmY™ 

Experienced Fitters ✓ 


UK CATEGORY 2014 

^ Please see (thebestofwalsall.co.uk) 

B | Freephone: 

0800 917 5266 

* I ^REWARD OUR LOCAL CUSTOMERS* 

WISHING ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS OLD AND NEW/ 


t A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 1 

www.pvcudirect.co.uk pvcudirect@hotmail.co.u 


HOLIDAY PERIOD 
OPENING TIMES 

at our Aldridge showroom only 
20th 9.20 - 3.30,29th, 30th 
December and 2nd, 3rd 
January 10-3 
All branches resume normal 
opening times Monday 5th January 


FRONT 


HEAD OFFICE 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, 
Bloxwich. Walsall WS3 2XT 
Tel: 01922 401425 
Fax: 01922 475719 


SALES OFFICE 

154c High Street Bloxwich 
Walsall WS3 3JT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 


SHOWROOM 

34 Portland Road Aldridge 
Walsall WS9 8PZ ’ 
Tel: 01922 744306 




PELSALL 


Established in 1989 


Call us now 

01922 644226 

info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 

A MEMBER OF 


FENSA 


REGISTERED 
MEMBER NO.31948 


70mm internally beaded sculptured 
profile 28mm double glazed unit 

SHOOT BOLT LOCKING 
AS STANDARD 


Products at 


-*ars 


affordable v ce 
prices . > 

FREE QUOTES 

Suppliers and installers 
of high quality energy 
efficient PVCu products 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 
NO PRESSURE SELLING 


Rollingmill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 

www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 
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run business with over 30 years experience 



ON STRAIGHT/ 
CURVED STAIR LIFTS 


Limited Offer New Stair Lifts Supplied & Fitted £1195 


Fully fitted stairlifts installed by our professionally trained fitters Stockists of Brooks, Used 
Stannahs, Platinum and Bison Lift. FREE HOME SURVEYS & FAST FITTING SERVICE 



Safety 

Sensor 







Stairlifts 

From Only £695 

Scooters 

From Only £399 

Wheelchairs 

From Only £99 

Baths Lifts 

From Only £259 

Reclining Armchairs From Only £399 

J Walkers 

From Only £56 

1 Adjustable Beds 

From Only £399 



Lift Recliner 
Chairs come as 
single or dual 
motor chair and 
actually lift you 
up and on to 
your feet with 
minimal effort 
required. 


From Only 




y FREE Easy Parking S Best Prices on all batteries supplied 
y Service work carried out at special rates 
✓ Free daily living aids catalogue ✓ 0 % Finance available 
✓ Motability Accredited 


JANUARY OFFER 

10% OF 

all care and 
mobility products' 
Voucher valid until 
31 st January 2015 

T&C’s apply 


I 
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Fears over 
axe for 90 
Ring and 
Ride jobs 


UP to 90 Ring and Ride jobs may be lost af¬ 
ter its budget was slashed, although bosses 
vowed to maintain the same level of service 
for passengers. 

Earlier this year Centro, the authority that over¬ 
sees transport in the West Midlands, announced £7 
million of budget cuts are on the way to cope with 
cuts in the levy it gets from local authorities. 


As part of the cuts, 
£700,000 has been slashed 
from the budget of West 
Midlands Special Needs 
Transport (WMSNT), which 
operates the Ring and Ride 
service across Dudley, Wol¬ 
verhampton, Sandwell, Wal¬ 
sall, Birmingham, Coventry 
and Solihull. 

About 22,000 people use 
the service, which offers 
door-to-door transport for 
the elderly and disabled if 
they are unable to use buses, 
trams and trains. Unite the 
union regional officer Caren 
Evans said about 50 drivers 
and 40 schedulers are at risk 
of redundancy. 

“The company has come 
to the union and we are 
working together to try 
and redeploy staff, offering 
training,” she said. “We are 
really trying to look at other 
alternatives within the com¬ 
pany. 

“There are some jobs 
other people might be able 
to do, there are options on 


by Simon Stone 


the table for the members. 
We understand people are 
upset about it.” It is early 
days yet, Mrs Evans said, 
and they are trying to 
minimise the effects of the 
budget cuts as much as pos¬ 
sible, but there will be some 
job losses. 

Any changes will take ef¬ 
fect on March 30. 

It was announced in No¬ 
vember, council leaders in 
the West Midlands will give 
£7.8m to run the service 
next year, down from £8.5m 
for the current year. 

The fares to use the ser¬ 
vice in the evening are set 
to double, going up to £2 
after 7pm. But the Sunday 
service scrapped in 2014 will 
be brought back, with a £2 
charge. The £1 charge for 
using it Monday to Friday 
before 7pm is fixed. Earlier 
in the year, the 60p fare 
went up to £1. 


£50k pay cut looms 
as chief to lose role 



Chief executive officer of the service, Anthony Marsh 


THE under-fire boss of West Midlands Ambulance Service 
is to see his pay fall by £50,000 next year when he steps 
down from his second job running another health trust. 

Anthony Marsh’s salary came in for heavy criticism after 
it was revealed he was on £232,000 a year - £90,000 more 
than the Prime Minister - for splitting his week between 
the West Midlands and the East of England Ambulance 
Service Trust. 

Now it has emerged the dual role will end almost a year 
earlier than planned as the East of England trust will begin 
looking for a permanent chief executive in January. 

When that happens, the £50,000 a year pay ‘uplift’ Mr 
Marsh was given, will end and he will revert to working full 
time for the West Midlands trust. 

East of England Ambulance Service said Mr Marsh 
would stay in post until his successor was appointed and 
that the process would begin in January 2015. 

He has faced heavy criticism both for his pay and costs 
as well as splitting his week between two high profile roles. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service justified the arrange¬ 
ment saying it cost taxpayers less than two chief executives 
and that Mr Marsh worked constantly while in his taxi, 
answering all his own emails. West Midlands Ambulance 
Service also leases Mr Marsh a Range Rover Sport at a cost 
of £12,106.32 a year. Junior health minister Dan Poulter 
called the pay ‘obscene’. 


CASTLE WINDOWS 


■Suite to- Aoot 

cvct& tut&v 30 exfoenceotce- 
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(MIDLANDS) LTD 

Unit 20 Manor industrial Estate, 
Pleck Road, Walsall, 
west Midlands WS2 9XX 

e: inro@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 
www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk 


VERY COMPETITIVE TRADE PRICES, 
SUPPLY ONLY OR FULLY FITTTED 
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Poundland signs up for 
store at £l2m complex 



Cutting the ribbon to reopen Lane Head Post Office, High Road, 
Willenhall, is David Winnick MP with postmaster Sukh Singh 


A NEW-LOOK post office with ex¬ 
tended opening hours was unveiled 
during a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
by an ME Walsall North MP David 
Winnick officially reopened Lane 
Head Post Office, in High Road, 
Willenhall. 

The new-look post office has 
three counters, a new style open- 
plan position, one modern screened 
position and a serving point, which 
will sit alongside the retail till and 
offer a wide range of post office ser¬ 
vices. Opening hours have also been 
extended by an extra 25 hours and 
30 minutes each week. 

Post Office bosses have said the 


open-plan counters make it easier 
for customers and staff to talk, and 
the extra opening hours will make 
it more convenient as people now 
have more choice as when to visit. 

Mr Winnick said: “It has provided 
more facilities for customers both 
post office wise and a wide range 
of goods. I’m quite sure the local 
community appreciates the sub¬ 
stantial improvements that have 
taken place.” 

It was announced last month 
that Willenhall’s main post office 
in John Street had been saved from 
the axe after a U-turn over contro¬ 
versial plans to close and move it. 


POUNDLAND is the second big 
brand to sign up for a multi-mil- 
lion pound shopping and leisure 
complex in Walsall town centre. 

The Willenhall-based firm has been 
confirmed for the £12 million St Mat¬ 
thews Quarter development, which 
is expected to create around 200 new 
jobs overall, and will join homeware 
store B&M. 

Poundland bosses said they were de¬ 
lighted to take on the 8,900 sq ft unit on a 

10 year lease - their third store in the town 
after branches in the Saddlers Shopping 
Centre and Park Street. 

Ben Wall, Poundland’s head of portfolio 
management, said: “Poundland has grown 
significantly over the past 12 months and 
we’re delighted to see this expansion con¬ 
tinuing with another store in Walsall. 

“The existing stores have been very popu¬ 
lar with local shoppers and we are confident 
this store will be just as successful. We’re 
looking forward to opening our doors.” 

Brilliant 

Norton and Proffitt Developments, a 
joint venture between St Modwen and 
Goold Estates Ltd, was granted planning 
permission for the multi-million pound de¬ 
velopment by Walsall Council. It will see 

11 units for retail, restaurants and leisure 
created in Digbeth and Lower Hall Lane, al¬ 
though there is no confirmed date for work 
to start. Mark Watkins, senior development 
surveyor at St Modwen, said: “The lettings 
to Poundland and B&M are a brilliant start 
for our new development of shops, restau¬ 
rants and leisure facilities.” 

The retail and leisure development is 
part of Norton and Profitt’s wider £90m 
regeneration of St Matthews Quarter, and 
will create 90,000sq ft of retail and leisure 
amenities. Dominic Goold, of Goold Es¬ 
tates, added: “Poundland and B&M getting 
on-board marks the beginning of the next 
phase of the St Matthews Quarter project.” 


["Fall in love with 

your smile again... 

...and regain the confidence to smile and eat 


Dentures from £550 


*Terms and conditions apply 


• Cosmetic dentures 

• Finance available 

• Implant Retained 



The Smile Centre 

Dentures to Smile About 

Matthew Burnell - Clinical Dental Technician 

BSc Hons, Dip CDT RCS (Eng) GDC.123633 

Upper St John Street, Lichfield 
Web: www.theuksmilecentre.co.uk 
mail: lichfield@theuksmilecentre.co.uk 


Tel: 01543 415288 




Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 
Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some 
free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London 
hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 
Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super 
two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option 
to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early 
afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West 
End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on 
the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class 
travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star 
London hotel of your choice (hotel supple¬ 
ments may apply). Includes a top priced 
ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 



Carpets, vinyls, laminate 
Karndean showroom 
Blinds Division 
Contract Flooring Division 


THE 



NOW ON 


Get up to 



48-52 High Road, Lane Head 
Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 


Birchills House, Industrial Estate, Green Lane 
Walsall WS2 8LE 


20 Beacon Buildings, Leighswood Road 
Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8AA 


Unit 3, Victoria Street, off Rugeley Road, 
Hednesford, Staffs WS12 1DW by Aldi 
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FREE MICROCHIPPING 
from Dogs Trust 
Please visit us at: 
Curborough Community 
Centre 

Reynolds Close, 
Lichfield, 
Staffordshire, 

WS13 7NY 
3 rd January 2015 




Hilton London Olympia in fashionable Kensington High Street 

COMPETITION 

Giving French 
flavour to a 
Capital treat 



Fun and colourful look at France 


OLYMPIA in London is the place to 
be for a flavour of France in January! 

The Chronicle series is delighted to 
offer its readers a chance to win a su¬ 
per package for two people to attend 
the show and have a fabulous one 
night overnight stay in the chic Hilton 
London Olympia Hotel. 

Not only that but the lucky winner 
will also have breakfast included at the 
Hilton, lunch at The France Show and 
admittance to a wine seminar included 
in the prize. This amounts to a prize 
value of around £300. Five lucky run¬ 
ner ups will receive a pair of tickets of 
the show worth £16 pounds. 

The Hilton London Olympia hotel is 
on bustling Kensington High Street, a 
five-minute walk from the Olympia Ex¬ 
hibition Centre and is surrounded by a 
lively mix of shops and restaurants. 


The France Show takes place Jan¬ 
uary 23-25 and you may choose any 
night to stopover between January 22- 
25 inclusive (subject to availability). 

At The France Show you will enjoy 
cookery demonstrations from top 
French chefs, Michel Lemoine and 
Franck Raymond, listen to bestsell¬ 
ing author Carol Drinkwater, sample 
fine wines and champagne, visit the 
French market, pick up holiday ideas, 
play a game of petanque and enjoy 
the live entertainment! 

Thinking of buying a property in 
France? Browse through thousands of 
properties for sale in the UK’s largest 
French Property Exhibition and get 
the lowdown from the experts. For the 
first time in the UK enjoy the French 
Property Auction. Properties will be on 
auction to suit all budgets. 



THE FRANCE 
SHOW 2015 



TO ENTER 

Just answer this question. 

• Who is the best-selling author? 

Send answers to Chronicle France 
competition (editorial), 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
Closing date: January 8. 

Insurance, transport and bev¬ 
erages are not included. Must be 
18years or over. Prize is based on 
two persons in one standard room. 


20%off 



FREE 


$3 BOSCH 

integrated 

dishwasher 

with kitchen orders 
placed throughout January* 


Why choose Avanti? 


• Book a free design and benefit 
from our very competitive prices. 

• No deposit, no stage payments, 
nothing to pay until we deliver. 

• As a West Midland manufacturer, 
we offer choice, flexibility and 
great value for money. 

• Whether you spend £3,000 or 
£23,000, you will receive Avanti’s 
renowned quality and service. 

• Last year over £6m from returning 
customers and recommendations. 



Do you love your kitchen? 

if not, you can trust Avanti to turn your dream into reality. 


Thousands of satisfied customers have trusted Avanti to design and install their 
dream kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms. The company has been providing 
great value, quality and service for more than 33 years and has built its reputation 
on consistently high standards of craftsmanship and customer care. 

"Credit is subject to status, conditions apply - details available on request. *Up to 20% off applies to selected furniture. 

*Free Bosch SMV50C00GB integrated dishwasher applies to furniture orders over £3500 




Avanti Kitchens 
Bedrooms & Bathrooms 

Everything fits in beautifully 


www.avantikb.co.uk 


WALSALL (Kitchens and Bedroom) Barons Court Ind Est. Lichfield Road, WS9 9AQ. Tel: 01543 360720 1981 freephone: 0800 44 66 55 
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Smiles return at burglary-hit playgroup 


Barry Picken from The Rotary Club with committee secretary of the playgroup, Lynn Taylor and youngster Oily 


THE kindness of local firms, organisa¬ 
tions and individuals has put a smile 
back on the faces people running a 
burglary-plagued playgroup. 

“They have restored our faith in 
human nature,” said Lynn Taylor a 
member of the committee of Brown- 
shore Pre-school Playgroup, in Hob- 
nock Road, Essington. 

She spoke after receiving a £1,000 
donation from Wednesfield Rotary 
Club to help repair the damage and 
loss from two break ins in a week dur¬ 
ing which computers were stolen and 
rooms trashed. The cheque was pre¬ 
sented by Mr Barry Picken from the 
Rotary Club. 

Mrs Taylor said the cash followed 


the donation of a TV and an iPad from 
Tesco and School Stickers to help 
boost their fundraising Christmas 
raffle. Local firm Fife Installations 
also did not charge them for the la¬ 
bour when putting in a CCTV system 
aimed at preventing further crime at 
the premises. 

Mrs Taylor said: “The break-ins 
were really demoralising after we had 
put so much effort into fundraising for 
the project over the past 18 months. 
We all felt very low but the response 
of the local community has given us 
a real lift. We cannot thank them 
enough.” 

Essington Parish Council Chairman 
Councillor David Clifft said: “I am de¬ 


lighted to hear of the support offered 
by the local people and firms. It is 
typical of the community spirit of the 
village.” 

Councillor Clifft also pointed out 
that the £100 he offered for informa¬ 
tion leading to the conviction of those 
responsible for last month’s burglaries 
at the play group had now grown to 
£350 after other people had added to 
the reward. 

The pre-school is not-for-profit, of¬ 
fering low-cost education to young 
children of underprivileged families, 
and supports its running costs mainly 
through fundraising. 

The Just Giving address is justgiv- 
ing.eom/yimby/brownshore#/ 


“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 




ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 


Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 


Cars, Caravans, Household Goods etc. 



£ 19.50 


FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if you do not sell! 


Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 


TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 




Call today for a FREE estimate: 01922 455568 

Visit our showroom: 14 Beacon Buildings, Leighswood Road, 
Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8AA 




Proud members of 




From a simple door swap to a 
full replacement kitchen™ 


Have you always wanted the kitchen of your dreams, but can't quite 
justify paying the expensive price tag that comes with it? 

Now you can by just swapping the doors and worktops. 

Trusted reputation 
FREE estimating & planning 

Huge choice of worktops, doors, appliances, sinks & taps 

DREAM DOORS ! 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 
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THE LICHFIELD 
FIREPLACE SUITE 

inc. Back panel, Hearth and free fire* 

WAS£849 

VKor I N0W 

^§^£599 


THE CHARLOTTE 
FIREPLACE SUITE 

inc. Back panel, Hearth and free fire* 

WAS £949 
r/VSOR ] NOW 

£799 


THE PARIS 
FIREPLACE SUITE 

inc. Back panel, Hearth and free fire* 

/£aat\ WAS £899 

I CASOR 1 NOW 

^gy£699 

THE MELFORD 
FIREPLACE SUITE 

inc. Back panel, Hearth and free fire* 


WALSALL FIREPLACES 


FIREPLACE 


free 

ELECTRIC FIRE* 


BARGAINS ON 
100s OF FIRES, 
FIREPLACES 
& SURROUNDS 



10am 

Saturday 27th ; 

^December 


TREc\ was £949 

r/VSOR ) NOW 

£799 


SLIGHT FACTORY SECONDS 
AT CLEAR OUT PRICES 

SAVE to 50% OFF 

EX SHOWROOM DISPLAYS 

MUST GO FOR NEW YEAR STOCK 


FIREPLACES FROM LEADING MANUFACTURERS • FREE SURVEYS • FREE DELIVERY • EXPERT FITTING SERVICE 


J, Walsall 
f Fireplaces 

TD AniTIflMAI CCTT 


TRADITIONAL SETTINGS 


79-80 Ablewell Street, 
Walsall WS12EU 

Tel: 01922 644407 

www.walsallfireplaces.webs.com 


SALE OPENING TIMES 

Dec 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th 10am-4pm 
Dec 31st CLOSED 

Jan 1st CLOSED 

Jan 2nd CLOSED 

Jan 3rd 10am-4pm 


Upper Rushall St. O 




Walsall ■ 
Fireplaces I 

































Panto fun for youngsters 

SCHOOLCHILDREN enjoyed festive cele- Midcounties Co-operative for donating both 
brations with a pantomime after receiving time and money to help our pupils to enjoy 
a donation from the Co-op. their Christmas trip to the theatre. 

Around 200 youngsters from Charles “The children really enjoyed their day 
Coddy Walker Academy in Walsall were out, and it was the perfect way to re¬ 
treated to Robin Hood and The Babes in ward their hard work and good behaviour 
the Wood at Forest Arts Centre. throughout the term whilst kick-starting 

They were marshalled by staff from the our festive celebrations.” 
society’s energy and masonry teams and a David Darlaston, Co-op’s head of young 
donation was made to pay for the trip. people engagement said: “We were happy 

Lisa Chambers Wardman, acting head- lend a hand to the teachers at Charles 
teacher, said: “We’re really grateful to The Coddy Walker Academy.” 


Views flood 
in on planned 
budget cuts 

RESIDENTS have bombarded Walsall Council with their views on 
proposed budget cuts -with triple the number of responses received 
than the previous year. 

More than 5,600 comments have been made since the budget proposals went 
out for public consultation. Council bosses say they are ‘encouraged’ by the re¬ 
sults which show there is ‘general support’ for 28 out of the 54 draft proposals. 
Data is still being processed but as a result of feedback, the cabinet recommend¬ 
ed to step back from introducing district centre parking charges. 

It was also agreed not 

Animal welfare 
champion awarded 


IK 


1 


Wally Burley with Lord Lieutenant Paul Sabapathy 

A LABOUR stalwart and animal welfare campaigner from 
the Black Country has received his MBE. 

Wally Burley from Walsall was honoured in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List and received his award recently. 

Rather than visit Buckingham Palace he went to Labour 
headquarters in West Bromwich, where Lord Lieutenant 
of the West Midlands Paul Sabapathy CBE presented the 
MBE. After receiving the award he said: “I’d like to thank 
everyone for their kind words and support.” 

Mr Burley joined the Labour Party at the age of 15 and 
campaigned in the 1945 General Election. He has been a 
member of the Labour Party for over 68 years. 

He started working for the party in 1957 and moved to 
the West Midlands in 1965, where he stayed before moving 
to the head office in 1986. Mr Burley, who is married to 
Walsall councillor Rose, took up a senior position in charge 
of all marginal seats across the country, retiring in 1991. 
He founded the Labour Animal Welfare Society. 


to remove subsidies for 
maintaining grass sports 
facilities. Proposals that at¬ 
tracted the most comments 
were the planned changes 
to youth support services, 
waste management, librar¬ 
ies, community associa¬ 
tions, council tax reduction 
scheme and car parking 
charges. 

Many felt that the impact 
of cuts and closures meant 
important community as¬ 
sets such as libraries, chil¬ 
dren’s centres, parks and 
open spaces would become 
run down or lost forever - 
having a negative impact on 
civic pride and the economy. 

Council leader Sean 
Coughlan said: “With com¬ 
ments still coming in, this 
is the largest response to 
budget consultation we have 
ever achieved, tripling last 
year’s response. 

Challenges 

“Initial findings show 
that the people of Walsall 
are aware of the finan¬ 
cial challenges the council 
faces, however many were 
not aware that we have to 
make these savings because 
of cuts from government 
funding. 

“We have to find £86mil- 
lion cuts over the next four 
years and that can’t be done 
without pain to our commu¬ 
nities. 

“We will take time to look 
at the feedback but we will 
not shy away from making 
difficult decisions. 

He warned that as a re¬ 
sult of withdrawing district 
centre parking charges and 
not removing the subsidies 
for maintaining grass sports 
facilities, alternative sav¬ 
ings would have to be found 
to balance the budget. 

Final decisions on the 
budget will be made in Feb¬ 
ruary. 


Garage hit 
by flames 

A GARAGE was severely 
damaged following a fire 
in Walsall believed to have 
been sparked by a tumble 
dryer. Around 75 per cent of 
the building was destroyed 
following the blaze in Cher- 
rywood Road, Streetly, at 
around lunchtime on De¬ 
cember 18. 

It caused smoke-logging 
to the semi-detached home 
but firefighters managed to 
prevent flames from spread¬ 
ing. No-one was in at the 
time of the fire in the garage 
which took around 15 min¬ 
utes to control. 


Blue Coat school is 
shortlisted for cash 

A SCHOOL in the Black Country has been shortlisted for 
an award of up to £10,000. 

Blue Coat C of E in Walsall has qualified for the 2015 
pupil premium awards following its key stage two results. 

The school has been named as a national finalist in the 
infant and key stage three category for next year’s Awards, 
in recognition of their achievements in helping disadvan¬ 
taged pupils succeed. All finalists in the infant and key 
stage three and will win at least £2,000, with the winning 
school to be awarded a total prize of £10,000. 

The school has shared its learning for assessment re¬ 
search and it is also a model school for Read Right. 

Schools Minister David Laws said: “The pupil premium 
is building a fairer society with opportunity for everyone. 

“The success of Blue Coat School shows us just what can 
be done with the pupil premium to enable every child to 
fulfil their potential, no matter what their background.” 



Faux Leather Ottoman Bedstead 


Sleepeezee Backcare Pocket Sprung 
Mattresses, Winter/Summer Side. 


LOWEST 

PRICES 

GUARANTEED 


COMFORT 

BEDS 

Established Family Business for Over 20 Years 


SALE NOW ON! 


Fabric Bedstead 
Double Was £275 

Now Only £165 

Kingsize Was £295 

Now Only £195 


Solid oak Bedstead 
Double or 3/4 Was £329 

Now Only £199 

Kingsize Was £349 

Now Only £229 


Metal bedstead 

Single Was £99 Now Only £79 
Double Was £139 Now Only £109 
Kingsize Was £169 Now Only £135 


Orthopeadic 1500 Pocket Sprung 2 Draw Set 
Double Was £649 

Now Only £475 

Kingsize Was £699 

Now Only £525 


Silentmght 2 Draw Set 
Double Was £599 

Now Only £475 

Kingsize Was £629 

Now Only £549 


Single Was £179 N ow Only £139 
Double or% Was £129 Now Only £179 
Kingsize Was £249 Now Only £199 


2800 Pocket Sprung 2 Draw Bed 
Double Was £799 

Now Only £549 

Kingsize Was £849 

Now Only £599 


Rest Assured Memory Pocket 
Single Was £449 Now Only £299 
Double Was £549 Now Only £399 
Kingsize Was £629 Now Only £469 


Memory Pocket 1000 2 Draw Bed 
Single Was £299 Now Only £229 
Double or 3 /4 Was £499 Now Only £299 
Kingsize Was £549 Now Only £349 


Orthopaedic Bed 

Single Was £159 Now Only £129 
Double or 3 / 4 Was £199 Now Only £169 
Kingsize Was £259 Now Only £219 


Sleepeezee Memory Pocket Sprung 2 Draw Bed 
Single Was £399 Now Only £299 J 
Double Was £599 Now Only £425 §j 
Kingsize Was £649 Now Only £475 * 


Double Was £329 Now Only £199 
Kingsize Was £379 Now Only £249 


Single beds from only £79 
Double or 3/4 beds from only £109 
Mattresses from £39 


We would like to thank all 
our customers for their 
continued support and 
wish them all a happy and 
healthy New Year 


Prices slashed on all top name 
brands including 

HYPNOS, SILENTNIGHT, 
REST ASSURED, SEALY, 
MAMMOTH , SALUS, 
SLEEPEEZEE AND MANY MORE 


•FREE 


Walsall Showroom 

Unit 2, Barons Court Trading Estate, 
Lichfield Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AQ 
(next to Kennelgate pet store) 

Open 7 days a week, Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5.30pm Sunday 10.00am - 4.00pm 

01543 360584 


Sutton Coldfield Showroom 

51 Birmingham Road, 

Sutton Coldfield B72 1QF 
(by the Empire Cinema) 

Open 7 days a week, Mon-Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm Sunday 11.00am - 4.00pm 

0121 355 5390 


www.comfortbeds.co.uk • info@comfortbeds.co.uk 
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The Preston North End team heads out for the clash against Wolverhampton Wanderers 


The Wolves players in their striped jerseys from 1904 


Some of the supporters during the Preston North End v Wolves match back in 1904 




*\L*> 


Preston on the attack during the clash 100 years ago 



The film of the First Division match on September, 24,1898 


Historic games in the frame with 
film snippets of Albion and Wolves 


HISTORIC footage of football 
matches featuring West Brom¬ 
wich Albion and Wolves has been 
uncovered. 

The grainy 45-second clip of the 
Baggies from 1898 is believed to be the 
oldest video of the beautiful game in 
existence. The First Division fixture 
ended in defeat for the Albion, who 
lost 4-1 to home side Blackburn Rov¬ 
ers. 

Although it is difficult to see the exact 
passage of play - including the location of 
the ball - it offers a fascinating glimpse into 
the early years of the professional game. 

Swedish app developers Football Addicts 
found the footage on the North West Film 
Archive - one of the UK’s largest public film 
collections. 

Patrik Arnesson, founder of Football Ad¬ 
dicts, said: “Although the coverage, rules, 
facilities, teams, leagues and players have 
changed over the 116 years since this film 


MEMORY LANE 


By Rob Cox 


was shot, one thing remains the same - the 
passion of the fans. 12,000 supporters went 
to see this match, which shows how the en¬ 
thusiasm for the sport was just as fervent 
then as it is now. 

“It makes a contrast from the high defi¬ 
nition shots that usually grace our TV 
screens, but provides an interesting insight 
into the nature of the game in the late 19th 
century.” 

Football Addicts was directed to the Al¬ 
bion video by the National Museum of Foot¬ 
ball in Manchester having set out to find 
the earliest footage of the game. 

The company - who are behind the popu¬ 
lar mobile app Forza Football - has put the 
clip on its website for football fans around 
the world to view. Mr Arnesson added: 
“Despite the grainy images, which we can 
make allowances for given the film is 116 


years old, you can clearly make out the two 
different teams. This is especially easy con¬ 
sidering Blackburn were then playing in a 
very similar kit to the one they wear today. 

“Of course, in the backdrop we can also 
make out the Ewood Park faithful, fervent 
as ever. Although the passage of play is not 
the most enthralling pieces of football, the 
film gives us a clear sense of the atmosphere 
at the time.” 

Historic footage also exists of Black 
Country rivals Wolverhampton Wanderers. 

The four-minute clip from a 3-2 defeat 
to Preston North End - available to view 
on the British Film Institute website - is of 
much higher quality having been shot seven 
years later in October 1905. 

But the gold stripes on the Wolves kit fail 
to register on the black and white footage, 
making it appear as if the team are playing 
in all black. 

In the 1898 clip, it can be seen West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion are in stripes and Blackburn 
are playing in pale blue and white halves, 
similar to the clubs’ current kits. 


The Baggies side featured goalscorer on 
the day, Ben Garfield, and club legend Billy 
Bassett. 

The pacey left-winger - 29 at the time - 
went on to make 261 league appearances 
for the Albion, scoring 61 times. 

In 1905, Bassett became an Albion direc¬ 
tor, before taking over as chairman three 
years later. More than 100,000 people lined 
the streets of the town in 1937 for his fu¬ 
neral procession. 

A spokesman for the Albion said: “This 
is a wonderful piece of footage of West Bro¬ 
mwich Albion as we’ve never seen them 
before. Our goalscorer that day was Ben 
Garfield, with the side including former, 
Ralph Brett, and future Newton Heath - 
subsequently known as Manchester United 
- player William Richards. 

“This clip has been presented as the first- 
ever TV footage of any football game. We’d 
be interested to know if any Albion fans 
know of any earlier footage.” 

Visit www.footballaddicts.com to view 
the clip and for more information 


DANC 



EME 


Ballroom & Latin/Salsa 


NEW BEGINNERS CLASSES 

BLUE COAT 
ACADEMY 

Birmingham Street 
Walsall 
WS1 2ND 

Thursday 8th January 

6.45pm 


COMMUNITY 

ACADEMY 

Broad Way, Pelsall 
WS4 1BW 

(Follow signs for dance studio) 

Tuesday 6th January 

7.00pm 


For further details please visit our website 
www.dance-x-treme.co.uk 

or call Sue or George on 07971 579626 





























15 


Post 16 

Considering your next step? 

Come to our Open Evening on 
Thursday 8th January 2015 at 7pm 

Achieving excellence together 





cho9 


Whether you have spent the last five years at Aldridge 
School or you are joining us from another school, we offer 
you something special - the opportunity to achieve 
academic success and the chance to develop as an 
individual so that you leave us happy, confident and well 
prepared for the next phase in your life, be it work or 
university. 

We work with our Sixth Form students as young adults 
ready to enter the world of Higher Education and 
employment. Our primary aim therefore is to ensure that 
all Sixth Formers make the right choice and are well 
prepared to realise their ambitions, whether at an 
Oxbridge or Russell group University or at an 
Apprenticeship or Further Education provider. 

We have a growing reputation for success in a full range of 
A level and vocational courses with 99% of our students 
passing A Levels and over 20% achieving A* and A grades 
in 2014. We have a proven range of extra-curricular 
challenges and opportunities to make sure all your talents 
and interests help you prepare for future success. 

Aldridge recognises the importance of the partnership 
between the school, parents and students. The significant 
change, however, is that there is increasing responsibility 
upon each of you to become a self - motivated and 
independent learner. We continue to expect to "achieve 
excellence together". We hope you will join us in this 
ambition. 

If you want to find out more, please contact us directly, or 
better still, join us at 7:00 pm on Thursday 8th January 
2015 to discuss individual courses with specialist staff and 
visit our excellent Sixth Form facilities. 


Mrs R Elton 
Head of Sixth Form 
01922 743988 ext 312 
relton@aldridgeschool.org 


Aldridge School - An Academy 

Tynings Lane 

Aldridge 

Walsall 

West Midlands 
WS9 OBG 


t 01922 743988 
f 01922 740119 
e info@aldridgeschool.org 
w aldridgeschool.org 
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Suddz Bathrooms & Kitchens 

Design - Supply — Install or Supply Only 


MASSIVE.STOCK 
CLEARANCE JANUARY 
2015 

STiutrs 5 “ jan 2015 




N e W WebSite 

CoM'Ng SOON!! 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 


01543 379670 

Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills, WS8 6JN. 

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri - 8:30 - 5:00pm Tues - 10:00 - 3:00pm 

Sat - 9:00 - 4:00pm 


Health walk celebrates 
its 15-vear anniversary 



Walk leaders Sue Cripps, Ray Beardsmore, Jacquie Orford, and Alan Lloyd 

New director for Amadeus 


THOUSANDS of people have 
benefited from a weekly 
health walks programme in 
Walsall which has celebrated 
its 15th anniversary. 

Walsall Walk On, which is run 
by the council’s sport and leisure 
services team, takes place across 
parks and countryside in the bor¬ 
ough and is aimed at walkers of all 
ages and abilities. 

There are organised walks at Wil- 
lenhall Memorial park, Walsall Arbo¬ 
retum, Aldridge Airport, Rough Wood 
local nature reserve and a string of 
other venues in the borough. Each 
walk lasts between one and six miles 
and most follow a circular route. Since 
its launch in 1999, it has been steadily 
growing in popularity every year with 
new walks being added all the time. 

Success 

Richard Upton, active lifestyles of¬ 
ficer at Walsall Council, said the pro¬ 
gramme had grown from strength to 
strength. One of the main factors be¬ 
hind the success of Walk On is the role 
of the volunteers. Each walk is led by 
a qualified leader assisted by a back 
marker meaning the walks are suita¬ 
ble for people of all speeds and ability. 

He added: “The volunteers are the 
real key to the success of Walk On. 
Each walk requires a leader and back 
marker and we are always looking for 
more people to come forward and act 
as volunteers. You may be able to help 
on one walk or maybe three or four.” 

Regular walking has a number of 
benefits including helping weight loss, 
easing back pain and reducing the risk 
of heart disease. No booking is needed 
to join a walk. People are asked to turn 
up at the meeting point 15 minutes be¬ 
fore the start time and to complete a 
health questionnaire. 

A full list of walks is available at bit. 
Iy/ldldvr9 or call 01922 658080. 


AMADEUS, the NEC Group’s retail, 
conference and banqueting and hos¬ 
pitality caterer, has strengthened its 
senior management team with the 
appointment of Tony Baldock as oper¬ 
ations director. 

He has more than 35 years of ex¬ 
perience in the catering industry and 
will use his knowledge and expertise 
to support the growth of 48 per cent 
achieved by Amadeus since 2011-2012. 

Before joining Amadeus, he spent 
much of his career with the Compass 


Group where he was involved in the 
bidding, mobilisation and project man¬ 
agement of a number of high profile 
contracts with clients such as, Sains- 
bury’s, Asda and B&Q. 

Managing director of Amadeus 
Kevin Watson said: “Since 2011, Am¬ 
adeus has won a substantial amount 
of new business which has resulted in 
our operating profit increasing by an 
impressive 48 per cent. We have been 
looking for a candidate that will be 
able to support this level of growth.” 














































Castlefort JMI pupils Jack Woodham, aged 10, Matthew 

Williams, 11, Katie Hill, 11 and Alex Kempsham, 10 

A SCHOOL in Walsall is celebrating after achieving top 
SATs results. A total of 97 per cent of year six pupils at 
Castlefort JMI in Walsall gained level four or above in 
reading, writing and mathematics. 

It is above the national average of 79 per cent and the 
best outcome of all Walsall primary schools. 

Teachers, staff, governors and parents have praised 
schoolchildren for their achievements. 

Headteacher Jo Wilson, of the school in Walsall Wood, 
said: “This is a great result for our school and it is down to 
hard work from the children and staff and the continuing 
support we receive from our governing body and parents. 

“We have been on a real improvement journey at Cas¬ 
tlefort since I joined the school six years ago and we are 
extremely proud of this achievement. It’s a privilege to be 
headteacher of such a lovely school.” 

Council leader Sean Coughlan praised the achievements 
of youngsters. He added it was the aim of the authority to 
help raise standards at schools across the borough. 

“I would like to congratulate everyone at Castlefort JMI 
on their excellent SATs results,” he said. 

“Well done to everyone at the school who worked so hard 
to achieve such a positive outcome.” 


U-turn over 
sports club 
fees' steep 
increase 


A STEEP hike in sports club fees is being 
scrapped in Walsall - but council chiefs have 
announced a rise of 10 per cent is still on the 
cards. 

Initial proposals to remove a £90,000 council sub¬ 
sidy to the likes of football, cricket and bowls clubs 
were put forward last year but put on hold after a 
public backlash. 

TheLabour-run author¬ 
ity has agreed not to push 


ahead with the plan despite 
the need to save £29 million 
next year. Instead, the au¬ 
thority is now planning a 10 
per cent increase of club fees 
which would come into force 
from April next year. 

A report says: “Council on 
27 February 2014 agreed for 
the proposed saving for the 
removal of subsidies for the 
maintenance of grass sports 
facilities (£90k) be deferred 
by one year until 2015/16. 

“Cabinet have reviewed 
this proposal and do not 
wish to proceed with this in 
2015/16.” 

Under the previous pro¬ 
posals, annual fees for 
bowls clubs were earmarked 
to rise from £810 to £6,605 
and costs for junior football 
teams from £382 to £1,618. 

But clubs claimed the 
costs were unmanageable 
and said it would lead to 
many folding. 

But Walsall’s leisure and 
culture chief. Councillor 
Khizar Hussain said: “We 
have decided against going 


by Lisa O’Brien 


forward with full cost recov¬ 
ery as many clubs have told 
us they simply cannot afford 
to pay such exorbitant fees 
and would likely fold, which 
would mean fewer people 
being able to participate in 
leisure activities. 

“Instead, we feel a 10 
per cent increase would be 
more manageable for our 
local clubs, which would 
come into effect from April 
1, 2015.” 

The move has been wel¬ 
comed by Cynthia Bratt, of 
Pleck Sons of Rest bowls 
club which uses Pleck 
Park and has been running 
around 50 years. 

The 76-year-old, of the 
Yew Tree Estate, Delves, 
said: “That’s absolutely 
wonderful news. That’s 
made my Christmas. It was 
a big worry. We love the so¬ 
cial side of it. Some of the 
people have heart problems 
and arthritis. It’s exercise 
for them and it gets them 
out of the house.” 



mOm 


0jN 


r 


oJ/Cajpds and 


Bedsmith 


CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 

• Free Estimates 

• Fast Fitting Service 

• Free Parking on site at our stores 

• Established for over 30 years 

• Additional savings on housefulls 

• We beat any like for like quote 

• Big discount for Landlords 


ft 


m 


Rugeley Heath Hayes Walsall Wood 


Unit 7, Trent Business Park, Five Ways House, Five Ways, 

Power Station Road, Rugeley. WS15 2HS Heath Hayes WS12 3EA 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 


Tel: 01889 579074 


Tel: 01543 270052 


Walsall Road, Walsall Wood. WS99AH 

Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday 
and10am-4pm Sunday 

Tel: 01543 897070 
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Leamore 


BnOIXinSHDRE 

MOTORS LTD 


Services are not about a stamp in the book but a quality service done by 
professionals, without losing your manufacturer’s warranty. 


SERVICE REPAIRS, MOT’S 4+7 DIAGNOSTICS - BODYWORK 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 


CELEBRATING 30 YEARS : ESTABLISHED 1983 | 


LEAMORE WINDOW & 
DOOR REPAIR SERVICE 

THE COMPLETE SERVICE 

FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL 


Now Specialising in 

BMW Audi VW and Mercedes 

Factory Trained Technicians 
Unit E1/E^fekiel Lane, Willenhall,WV12 5QU 

TFdlLs 001)1313 



Memberships available to suit all lifestyles 
also Winter Golf Packages at 


LOCKS • CYLINDERS • HINGES 
HANDLES • LETTER BOXES 
uPVC DOUBLE GLAZED UNITS 


ML^alsall Golf Club 

fsSftgo 1 fc I u h 


v a fsSlHgo I Ic I u h 
01922 613512 


Registered Company 13905 


FENSA 


Walsall Golf Club, Broadway, Walsall WS1 3EY 
email: secretary@walsallgolfclub.co.uk 


FREEPHONE: 
0500 20 22 23 


www.leamorewindows.com 

Leamore Lane Bloxwich Walsall WS2 7QZ 
Show Room open weekdays 8.00am-5.30pm Sat 8.00am - 4.00pm 


enoch evans llp 

Solicitors 


St Paul's Chambers, 6-9 Hatherton Road, Walsall WS1 1XS 

Tel: 01922 720333 

Email: ee@enoch-evans.co.uk 

www.enochevans.co.uk 


Windows | Sash Windows | Doors | Patio D 
BiFold Doors | Porches | Tiled Roof | Orang 
nservatories I Fascia I Conrmlete Reoair : 


Providing professional legal advice to businesses 
and individuals for over 130 years. 


AS Windows Walsall Ltd 


Putting the Professional touch into your home 
TRADE ORDERS WELCOME 
So Why Not give us a call and watch those 


Printed garments 
Embroidered garments 
Badges 
Ties 

Business gifts 



MULTIPRINf 


Your One-stop Print Shop 


25°/o off all STflN NO and PRO STAR Football Kits 


• Banners 

• Business stationery 

• Leaflets and flyers 

• Workwear 

• Virtually anything printed we can do! I 


1 Town End Street, Walsall WS2 8LP 
Tel: 01922 625651 Fax 01922 721357 
email: info@multiprintuk.com 
web: www.multiprintuk.com 


WALSALLworktops 

RFSPOKF FIJI IY FITTFD KITCHFNS 


BESPOKE FULLY FITTED KITCHENS 

Family run business 
Est 35 years 
Free design service 
Home survey 
All work fully guaranteed 
Massive choice 
Supply only of fully fitted 
Unbelievable choice of worktops 

Why not visit our showroom 


at 9am-3pn 
losed Si 


FREE Unit 4, Portland 

Easy stneet - Walsa " 

Parking Tel: 01922 641377 


The Company That Cares 


written 


. 10 %! 


Select windows is now celebrating their 35th year in Business 



FREEPHONE 

0800 328 3384 

w-Select Windows 



www.selectwindows.co.uk 

Head Office: Select House, Walsall Road, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AQ 
Open: Mon-Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm. Sat 10.00am - 4.00pm. Sunday 11:00 am - 3:00pm 



FlREPTiACE HwMj 

Very Friendly & Professional »^40^Y^rs1iVtrad^^ 


rAward^winninqifitterS;(trom’nhbc(& major,builders)B 


197 Wolverhampton Road West, Bentley, 
Walsall, WS2 0DU Tel: 01922 629454 
Open: I0am-4pm daily, Closes Wednesday/Sunday 


LWALSALL 

CtNTMt 


59A Lichfield Street, Walsall 
West Midlands, WS4 2BX 


Ever wanted to learn 
Sign Language? 

For details telephone 01922 614794 
or email bsl@walsalldeaf.org.uk 


leiDDDIESl 

I q N 


r Jj A I R. PL5 

[ FOR THE BEST IN PROFESSIONAL HAIRDRESSING 1 



• Fashion Colouring • All Types of Foils 

• Perming and Spiral Perming 

CONCESSION DAYS 

Tuesday and Wednesday Open 7.30am - 4pm Saturdays 
Weddings and Special Occasions 
Gents and Children Welcome 

01922 620086 

6 The Victorian Arcade Walsall, WS1 1 RE 


‘ARRY’S GROUND FORCE 

L_4 

• Car Parks, Forecourts • Tarmac 

• Complete Front & Back • Gravelling 

Garden Landscaping • Trees Lopped 

• We also build • Quality Paving 

extensions & • Cots wold Stoning 

conservatories • Ornamental 

• 20% discount Walls 

FT! 

All Work Carries 10 Year Guarantee 

01922 405760 / 07720 348338 

www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 



Veterinary Centre 

Fairly-pri 


• Award-winning -Fairly-priced 

• Innovative • Honest 

• Compassionate 


"Friendly staff, expert knowledge of specific 
animals, excellent value. Would recommend." 

Matt L 


387 Walsall Rd, Great Wyrley, WS6 6DP 
T: 01922 411755 www.387vets.com 



iff 1 


To Order Yours Call 4*W*J*H | ? 

-*20333 121 2020 


M&C MOTORCYCLES 



Auto Diagnosis Centre BloKwich 


Specialists in: ABS, Auto Electrics, Traction Control, 

Air Conditioning, Air Bags and Fault Code Testing. We deal with 
, new or older vehicles, performance vehicles, petrol or diesel. 
We offer agent quality parts and workmanship at lower prices 



FREE MOT 
with every Service « 


Email: revsperminute2011 @yahoo.co.uk 
54a Harrison Street, Bloxwich WS3 3HN 01922 473500 


.OORING 

!• *•>» > * »Y »A 


WHY PAY MORE. 

I ANYWHERE ELSE? 

I* lamratn * Qu*k*Sr«p 

taniawid JLith«h*d 




MOftOf 


^Q^^Established in 1989 j 

Years 

V of s ervi ce 

Call us now 

Rollingmill 

Street 

01922 644226 

info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 

Walsall 

A MEMBER OF | FENSA | MEMBERNaims 

WS2 9EQ 


Care & Mobility 


Family Run Business with over 
30 Years Experience 

• FREE Easy Parking 

• Service work carried out at special rates 

• Motability Accredited 


10 Woodlands Centre, Wood Lane, 
Willenhall, Walsall WV12 5ND. 
Telephone 01922 400344 
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4 51A ANCHOR ROAD, 

ALDRIDGE WS9 8FT 




458017 

)PEN MONDAY TO 
SATURDAY 10am,4.30pm 


u* 

OPEN MONDAY TO 







(Bloxwich) 


5 Selmans Parade 
Bloxwich WS3 3RN 

01922 406105 

Mon 12 noon-4 pm 
Tue/Wed 10 am-5 pm 4 
Thur & Fri 10 am-6 pm ■ | 
Sat Q sn am-3 SO nm “ 


IPL Hair Reduction Microdermabrasion Teeth Whitening 
Sunbed Nail Enhancements Waxing Lash Enhancements 
Spray Tanning Facials Massage 



Canalside 
Location 
Excellent 
food, 

drink and 
atmosphere 

The Fingerpost 

Yorks Bridge, Pelsall WS3 5AU 
01922 693707 
www.bertsbistro.co.uk 


Village Urban Resorts 

Walsall 

Tempus Drive, Tempus 10, 
Walsall, WS2 8TJ 
0871 222 4610 opt2 

*Calls to this number cost 

lOp per minute plus network extras 

www.VillageUrbanResorts.com live life. 



Service and Repairs on all Makes and Models 
BOSCH Diagnostics, MOT 

Celebrating 50 Years in business 

Mill Street • Walsall • West Midlands WS2 8AN 

Tel: 01922 623545 Fax: 01922 647863 


A-Z ELECTRICAL & HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS LTD 


All aspects of electrical services 
including showers, smoke and 
burglar alarms 


can 07803 207863 

01922 441242 


Carpet your 
whole house from 


Carpets, vinyls, carpet tiles, laminate flooring 
Blinds made to measure Karndean flooring 

48-52 High Road, Lane Head Birchills House, Industrial Estate 20 Beacon Buildings, Leighswood Road 
Willenhall, WV124JQ Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE Aldridge, Walsall WS9 BAA 

Tel/Fax: 01902 606026 Tel/Fax: 01922 634555 Tel/Fax: 01922 452626 


We provide a safe, welcoming and stimulating environment for your 
child, developing an effective partnership between home and nursery. 
Food is prepared daily by our award winning cook and all our staff are fully 
qualified with a large percentage at degree level. Our rooms are large and 
spacious and the parking area is enclosed for safe drop off and pick up. 
All nursery staff are fully CRB checked. 

Our prices are competitive and Ofsted have rated us as “Good” 
Please feel free to visit us any time. 

Call or email us for a full prospectus on 01922 418955 
Hazel Lane, Great Wyrley, Walsall, WS6 6AA 
our email is pgw@puddleducks-uk.co.uk 
Anglesey Street, Hednesford, WS12 1AB 




TAMARIS 




FOOD OF INDIA 
Licensed Restaurant 

Esc ©Kaloos aoix°] t: 

Open Sun - Thurs 5.30pm - 11.30pm 
Fri & Sat 5.30pm - Midnight 
221 Lichfield Road, New Invention, 
Willenhall WV12 5BE 
www.tamarisrestaurant.co.uk 


WYRIEY SHEDS & FENCING 




SPECIAL iffiTfr lO BAY SPECIAL 

. _ 6X5 FEATHEREDGE 

GRAVAL BOARDS _ 
8FT POSTS i*T[iTl> 


10 Bays 6x5 Panels 
Concrete Posts 
Gravel Boards 


. 


Panels from £10 each Gates from £25 


6x4 £230 
0x8 £440 

smx 





m. 

'X osmi — r 

reviving ri'.Y'heir”."igln.U-’lHuT. h “ C, ‘ WWW.eCOglOZe.prO 

Pi apuu i/ .J Jki&jxii Ltd 

T: 01543 686946 M: 07412 488623 E: sales@ecoglaze.pro 


R.G. Electrical Etd 

Estl995 

ALDRIDGE 


DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL 

Homes - Shops - Offices 

• Rewires and Upgrades • Emergency Breakdown 

• PAT Testing • Central Heating Wiring • Storage Heaters 

• Fire Alarms • Intruder Alarms • CCTV 

• Building Society Surveys NICEIC Inspections 

All areas covered 0800 298 2904 - 

robertelectrical@blueyonder.co.uk 

37 Woodside Way, Walsall WS9 OHY 1J 


The Royal George 

Wide selection of real ales 
served at every day prices 



Extensive sport fixture coverage, 
covering all major sporting 
events throughout the year 


i Road, Willenhall WVI3 2AQ 

1 : 01902 605794 


Cut the cost 
of veterinary care 

Why it makes perfect sense to join... 


( 


Just £9.95 a month* 


1 0 0 /o off neutering 
Free nail clips 


Lockwood 



Hawkes 

Lockwood Rosewood Blackheath Waterfront Veterinary Centre 

Animal Hospital Animal Hospital Veterinary Centre Veterinary Centre Unit 18-19 
84 Lower Lichfield 1 Mason Street 19 Long Lane 125 Dudley Road Brindley 
St Willenhall Coseley Blackheath Brierley Hill Business Park 

West Midlands West Midlands West Midlands West Midlands Chaseside Drive 
WV131QE WV14 9EP B62 9LL DY51HD Hednesford 

01902 01902 0121 01384 WS11 7GD 


w 


J3able 

Alloys o 


* 


WE PAY TOP PRICES 
FOR YOUR 
SCRAP METAL 
CALL US TODAY 
01902 635 595 

• Free Prompt Collections 

• Skip & Container 

• Cable Specialists 

C 


Instant payment 


55 Springvale Street, Willenhall, West Midlands WV13 1 

www.cableandalloys.com 




TILING - FELTING - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs EPDM - Rubber Roofing 
UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Chimney & Pointing Work Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed 
OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
All types of roofing work undertaken 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 
Tel: 01922 510193 or 07754 088538 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling garage 
door - operated by hand held ‘keyring’ handset is currently reducedfrom a RRP of 
£2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



Price includes: 

Remote Control & Keyring handset 
Manual override for use in a power cut 
All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 
Extremely secure auto-locking system 
White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 
Full 12 month warranty ^ Bottom rubber weatherseal 
Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6” wide 
Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01926 817457 

This special offer includes free fitting 
The offer on our website does not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call 01926 817457 



www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 













































































The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 


20 



IP 


BECOME 
A DEATH 
TRAP 

SAFETY WAND 
PRICES 
WINDOWS: 
(60cms) 
£5.50 
OR 

3 FOR £15 
PATIOS: 
(125cms) 

£9 
OR 

3 FOR £25 

To Order Yours Call 


make it 
safe 


0333 121 2020 




l/rve life 


. love < 


NEW 
for 20l5! 

Power up 
your 


Slimming World 

Join a warm and friendly group near you today... 




NEW GROUP OPENING* 


Starts Saturday 10th January 2015 
ALDRIDGE 

The Limekiln Pub 

(formerly Struggling Monkey) 

Northgate WS9 8BD 

Saturday 9.30am 

Consultant Georgie 07947 271375 


NEW CONSULTANT 

Starts Monday 29th December 2014 

RUSHALL 

Daw End Methodist Church 
Daw End Lane WS4 1 JR 

Monday 7.00pm 

Consultant Dawn 07951 120615 

NEW CONSULTANT 

Starts Monday 5th January 2015 

LITTLE BLOXWICH 

The Beacon Way Pub 

Stoney Lane WS3 3DW 

Monday 9.30am 5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Consultant Lizz 07738 239226 

MONDAY 

WALSALL WOOD 

Walsall Wood Methodist Church 
Lichfield Road WS9 9NP 
Monday 7.30pm 
Consultant Karen 079571 88374 


BROWNHILLS 

The Park View Centre 
Chester Road North WS8 7JB 

Monday 9.30am 11.30am & 5.00pm 
& 7.00pm 

Consultant Becki 07914 451601 

TUESDAY 

SHELFIELD 

Shelfield Methodist Church 
Lichfield Road WS4 1PU 
Tuesday 9.30am and 7.30pm 
Consultant Alison 07982 755677 

STREETLY 

Veseyan Sports & Social Club 
Little Hardwick Road WS9 0SQ 

Tuesday 9.30am 11.30am 5.30pm & 
7.00pm 

Consultant Tracy 07843 097326 

WEDNESDAY 

PELSALL 

St Michaels Church Hall 
On Pelsall Common 
Church Road WS3 4QN 

Wednesday 9.00am 11.00am 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Consultant Karen 07508 943374 


WALSALL 

St Gabriels Church 
Walstead Road WS5 4LZ 
Wednesday 7.00pm 
Consultant Debbie 07983 424551 

THURSDAY 

PELSALL 

St Michaels Church Hall 
On Pelsall Common 
Church Road WS3 4QN 
Thursday 7.30pm 
Consultant Sue 07976 37177 
WALSALL 
St John’s Church 
Scarborough Road WS2 9TR 
Thursday 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Consultant Aileen 
ALDRIDGE 

The Anchorage 55 Plus Club 
Leighswood Road WS9 8AH 
Thursday 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Consultant Simon 07910 768821 

FRIDAY 

ALDRIDGE 

The Limekiln Pub 
(formerly Struggling Monkey) 
Northgate WS9 8BD 

Friday 9.30am 

Consultant Georgie 07947 271375 



• cMoJrofie c\y\k\s • 

NET CURTAINS & VOILES 


84a Park Road, Bloxwich WS3 3SW 


Auto Diagnosis Centre 

~~ Bloxwich 


rree iviui 

with euery Full Service 


Specialists in: ABS, Auto Electrics, Traction Control, 

Air Conditioning, Air Bags and Fault Code Testing. We deal with 
new or older vehicles, performance vehicles, petrol or diesel. 
We offer agent quality parts and workmanship at lower prices 


Class 4 MOT only £35 

(£30 for loyalty customers) 

20% discount for senior citizens 


W Bring this 
voucher along and all 
customers will receive 

. MOT for £30 


visit the website to read Jesss story 

slimmingworld.com 

0844 897 8000 




save £5 

join now! 

Just £9.95 on week one 
then £4.95 each week 


7r 

:eive ^ 

14 


<Slimmin 



-WORLD 


touching hearts, changing lives 


Join our customer loyalty scheme for exclusive 
discounts on parts, servicing and labour charges. 
FREE collection and delivery service 
•FREE MOT and Service reminders* 


Email: revsperminute2011@yahoo.co.uk 
54a Harrison Street, Bloxwich WS3 3HN 01922 473500 
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Walsall Golf Club 

offering memberships 
to suit all lifestyles including 
First, Flexible, Full & 
Mackenzie (no joining fee option) 


www.walsallgolfclub.co.uk 


Winter Golf Packages 
contact the Professional for 
up to date green fee offers 

01922 613512 

Walsall Golf Club, 
Broadway, Walsall 
WS1 3EY 
email: secretary@ 
walsallgolfclub.co.uk 




Come and see us in store for a 
FREE no obligation quotation 


Tei: mmmrm 

Mob: (EMS UaSMH 
ffiSSMDtpSG^ 


i nt 


Welcome 


ft - 1 We will beat 

barpets an Y genuine 

r I quote.... 




WEDDING PACKAGES 
TO INCLUDE: 

Bridal hair and trials for 
Bride and all bridal party 
Makeup 
Nails 

Lashes, spray tans etc 
Each party quoted for 
individually call us for 
a chat 

We can provide a mobile 
service to your venue on 
your special day 


FREE fitting or FREE 
underlay on any 
carpet over £5.99 Sq mtr 

Blinds made to measure 


Vinyl’s from £4.91 

House Full from 

End of Rolls upto 
10ft x 13ft £30 EACH 


27 Salters Road, Walsall, West Midlands WS9 9JD 

TELEPHONE 01543 374486 


2 SALTERS ROAD, Q1543 

WALSALL WOOD, WALSALL 1^91% 

(,NEXT TO FITNESS FIRST) O^lfc I OO 


Find us on 
facebook 



WALSALL GOLF CLUB 

The hidden gem in the heart of our region, offers golf 
for all - from beginners to scratch golfers. 

Membership opportunities now available to suit 
all lifestyles. Walsall Golf Club are celebrating their 
successes of 2014, including winning Division One of 
the Midlands Scratch League and being runners up 
in the Royal British Legion National Challenge Cup for 
Junior golfers. 

Opening very soon is their new three bay undercover 
practice facility to allow all year round coaching 
whatever the weather. Walsall Golf Club would like 
to wish you all a very Happy New Year and happy 
golfing in 2015. 

WINDOW DRESSING COMPANY 

With over 35 years in the trade Mark Coverson is 
offering a curtain and blind service second to none 
through his WINDOW DRESSING COMPANY. 

He offers a choose at home service or you are more 
than welcome to visit his unit by appointment to 
discuss your requirements, helpful impartial advice 
regarding design, colour, and suitability is always 
forthcoming backed up by his personal free fitting 
service. 

All makes of blinds supplied but specializing in 
Romans in thousands of colours and designs. 
Awkward windows welcomed . 

visit www.thewindowdressingco.co.uk and call 
07970-116535 

WELCOME CARPETS 

If you purchased a carpet in the last 20 years you 
may already know Gavin a local who has had 20 
successful years in the carpet trade both managing 
and fitting. The next step was opening his own shop a 
best kept secret. 

He started out at Bell carpets in Brownhills where 
he trained as a carpet fitter and them moved on 
to become a very successful salesman and shop 
manager at well known shops in the local area. 

We at Welcome Carpets have a fantastic first year 
going from strength to strength we offer grate value 
for money carpets with free underlay or free fitting 
offer, welcome carpets aim is to get bigger and 
better but not forgetting where we started from and 
with low overheads can smash the prices of even the 
biggest of stores. Please pop in or see our Facebook 
page and reviews you won’t be disappointed. Merry 
Christmas and a happy new year from Welcome 
Carpets!!!! 

P.S. we also do made to measure blinds! 


VILLAGE INTERIORS 

Village interiors is a family run business trading in 
Bilston for 13 years and Aldridge for 4 years. 

Offering quality and local made furniture at 
competitive prices. Large range of giftware for all 
occasions. Furniture and soft furnishings for your 
bedroom, lounge, dining room and much more. 
Delivery service available. Telephone orders 
accepted. 

MJE CARPETS & FLOORING 

MJE Carpets and Flooring have been supplying 
carpets and flooring, domestic and commercial 
throughout the West Midlands for 15 years. 

We are a family run business that pride ourselves on 
providing a friendly and professional customer service 
from choosing your flooring to after installation. We 
can offer advice and recommend the best product 
to suit your needs. 

We have recently moved to premises in Aldridge 
town centre, 10 Croft Parade, WS9 8LY, where you will 
find a vast range of carpets and flooring samples. 

We are suppliers of Axminster, Ulster, Brintons, and 
Penthouse to name just a few! In addition, we have 
LVT's, laminate, solid wood and engineered floor 
coverings to view. 

Please ring 01922 277162 for further enquiries or come 
and see Mike or Bridget in store. 

We look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 

THE HAIR & BEAUTY STUDIO 

Here at the hair & beauty studio we pride ourselves 
on offering clients a friendly professional service with 
stylists having over 17 years experience 

We cover all aspects of hair & beauty with a few 
added extras: 

• Weave in hair extensions 

• Princess pamper parties 

• Universal contour wraps 

• Facial aesthetics 

We specialise in Bridal hair & makeup & can put 
together tailored packages to suit each individual 
bride & the bridal party. 

A mobile service to your wedding venue on your big 
day is also available 

Call us on 01543 374486 for an informal chat to 
discuss your requirements. 


Village 

Interiors 


Furniture & soft furnishings for your bedroom, lounge, 
dining room and much more. Delivery available. 
Telephone orders accepted. 



19 Anchor Parade, Aldridge WS9 8QP 
Call Lisa today on: 

01922 277281 or 07806 268008 


■ ■ 

• Made-to-measure curtains and blinds 
• Choose-at-home service 
• Free non-obligation quotes 
• Free fitting on all orders, regardless of size 

• Venetian * Veetiecd 

• 0t oman • {/toffee 

• Woodsfatx . jy Ufffe/v & „ (tonuigs 

• ffCandmade ®efmet* . J>. & .^„ /y 

• f/Ceadf o aed.s , , ,. 

• twantons 


Any like-for-like price beaten 


Mark Coverson 


Over 35 years' experience in trade 



Aldridge 
.Firepl aces 





£100 OFF ALL ORDERS PLACED IN JANUARY 
AN ADDITIONAL £100 OFF ANY FIREPLACE UNTIL 
SATURDAY 17th JANUARY* 


P 


All our installations are carried out by our professional in house Gase Safe and HETAS specialist teams. 
Visit our website for full details of Products and services 


OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 


£100 OFF 


I *Bring voucher to 

claim discount 

- 


51a Anchor Road, Aldridge WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 

www.aldridgeplaces.co.uk 



The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 






























































The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 


22 



OUTSTANDING 

SOLID FURNITURE 
built to last 


Specialists in 


made 


to measuri 


Beautiful furniture built with you in mind. 


BEDS . CHESTS . DRESSING TABLES . WARDROBES 
KITCHEN DRESSERS . DINING TABLES 


Furniture 
|N ation 

01922 711177 www.furniturenationxo.uk 


UNIT 3 

ARROW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STRAIGHT ROAD WILLENHALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WV12 5AE 


OPENING TIMES 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9-5 
SATURDAY: 9-5 
SUNDAY: 10-4 


WE ARE HEF 

IE 

\bM 


Y\ ft 


—. a 

apl ” || 


24 HOUR FREE DELIVERY GUARANTEED . LIVING ROOM . BEDROOM . 

COME VISIT OUR SHOP TODAY WHERE 


YOU WILL FIND TOP QUALITY SOFAS & /, 
FURNITURE AT UNBEATABLE PRICES! 




Minesota 

-gg 1 1 m 


L Fastest selling sofa in the UK 




^==r 


PI F* 


3 -f 2 Full Reclining or 
3 + 1 + 1 Fixed 3 beater 
with 2 x reclining chairs 


i ( 


Iff 


[AVAILABLE INl 
UBLACK ANOJ 
■ BROWN ■ 


FROM ONLY £699 


' 12 Month Guarantee on all Manufacturer Faults )j 


7000 SQUARE FEET FURNITURE SHOWROOM 
NEW TO JLB KITCHENS DESIGNED & FITTED 


JLB FURNISHINGS LTD 

John Street, Willenhall WVI 3 I PW 
Tel: 01902 633 253 Mob: 07706 43 I 789 
Email: JLBfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 


£50 OFF ALL SOFAS 

(Not including sofas on special offer) 


24 HOUR FREE 
DELIVERY GUARANTEED 


Ffw ui 
WUUhAU 
0OUCI S'ATKJH 


Opening Times: Mon-Sat: 09.00 - 17.30 Sun: 10.00 - 16.00 



USEYOUR 


TRUSTED TRADERS 



Enjoy a little slice of heaven without 
breaking the bank 


We will create you a masterpiece 

using only the finest and freshest ingredients in 
every cake we make, ensuring that your 
cake not only looks stunning but tastes 
great too. 

♦ Traditional 
< Contemporary 
Exquisite Chocolate 


Fletchers Cake Studio Ltd, 22 Stafford Street, 
Walsall, WS2 8DG. Tel 01922 635269 



22 Stafford Street, S1 tygQgggMg 

)1922 635269 

www.flelcherscakesludio.co.uk 1 


^unetai/ ^iaeckws/ 

incorparating Lasting memorials 
Tel: 01902 602686 

^CoA/daye/ Sp^cioilsis/ 
^les-paid LTun&iaL 
24 LHmma/ 

Sp&ciali&l halloaed/ Cfun&ials/ aitxiilaAle 


‘ARRY’S 


GROUND FORCE 



• Car Parks, Forecourts • Tarmac 

• Complete Front & Back • Gravelling 

Garden Landscaping • Trees Lopped 

• We also build extensions • Quality Paving 

& conservatories • Qotswold Stoning 

• 20% discount • Ornamental Walls 


All Work Carries 10 Year Guarantee 


01922 405760 / 07720 348338 

www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 
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CHOICE 



Paddy McGuinness 


Take Me Out 
(ITV, 8.30pm) 

If you watched the last series of 
Strictly Come Dancing, then 
you’ll have had an inkling that 
this dating show was coming 
back soon after seeing Take Me 
Out: The Gossip presenter Mark 
Wright rehearsing his salsa on 
the Isle of Fernandos. But who 
else will host Paddy McGuinness 
be sending to soak up the sun? 
We’re about to find out as 
he introduces us to a new line¬ 
up of 30 women, who are all 
looking for love. So in this first 
edition, gamekeeper Ash, 
from West Sussex, school bus 
driver Scott, from Newcastle, 
Somerset magician Steve and 
Leamington Spa student Craig 
will have to do their best to 
impress. In theory, Steve should 
have an advantage as he could 
literally have a few tricks up his 
sleeve, but will the girls fall 
under his spell? 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s Dish of the Day. 
(R) 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.10 
Football Focus. 1.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 
2.00 Escape to the Continent. (R) 2.30 
Live Darts: BDO World Championships. 
Coverage of the opening day of the 
tournament. 4.30 Final Score. 5.20 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 5.35 
Celebrity Mastermind. 

6.05 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong hosts an FA Cup 
special, quizzing Gabby Logan, 
Robbie Savage, Mark Chapman, 
Phil Neville, Jermaine Jenas, 
Jacqui Oatley, Jason Mohammad 
and Trevor Sinclair. 

7.00 Frank Sinatra: Our Way. 
Alexander Armstrong and 
Rochelle Flumes host this one-off 
special in which seven acts from 
across the UK perform their own 
renditions of songs made famous 
by Frank Sinatra, The lucky winner 
will get the chance to perform at a 
concert celebrating the centenary 
of 01 Blue Eyes’ birth later in the 
year - and choosing the best will 
be 12 music industry 
professionals, guided by the 
opinions of a celebrity panel 
including funnyman and 
performer Rufus Hound, singer 
Mica Paris and big-band musician 
Leo Green. The programme will 
also pay tribute to the singer’s 
influence over the past seven 
decades, revealing why among his 
peers, he really was the “Chairman 
of the Board”. 

8.15 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Shane Richie hosts the 
game show in which two 
contestants answer questions to 
try to win each other’s dream 
prizes. Including the lottery draws, 
with Kate Garraway. 

9.05 Casualty. As 2015 approaches, 
Connie lets her personal life cloud 
her judgement and Zoe is 
saddened when alcoholic Molly is 
brought in, having been found 
unconscious in the park. 

10.00BBC News; Weather. 

10.15 Mrs Brown’s Boys. The second of 
two festive episodes. Agnes 
increases her home security after 
a spate of local burglaries. (R) 

10.50 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights: National Lottery 
Update. 

12.00 Film: Lesbian Vampire Killers. 
(2009) 1.20 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 1.25 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Animal Park. (R) 6.30 Film: Flue 
and Cry. (1947) 7.50 Film: The Titfield 
Thunderbolt. (1953) 9.10 Fred Dibnah’s 
Building of Britain. (R) 9.40 Fred 
Dibnah’s Building of Britain. (R) 10.10 
British Isles: A Natural History. (R) 11.00 
FA Cup Rewind: Third-Round Classics. 
12.00 The Great British Bake Off 
Masterclass. (R) 1.00 The A to Z of TV 
Cooking. (R) 1.05 The World’s Most 
Photographed. (R) 1.35 Film: Viva Las 
Vegas. (1964) Musical, starring Elvis 
Presley. 3.00 Big Dreams Small Spaces. 
(R) 4.00 Restoring England’s Heritage. 

4.30 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Further coverage of the 
opening day of the tournament. 5.30 
Tigers About the Flouse - What 
Happened Next. (R) 

6.30 Sacred Wonders of Britain. Neil 
Oliver visits Bronze and Iron Age 
sites that were important to 
ancient Britons, examining a 
causeway built across fens near 
Peterborough and learning about 
druids on Anglesey. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. The vicar and the 
verger enlist in the Flome Guard, 
but their over-enthusiastic man- 
management brings the wrath of 
Warden Hodges down upon the 
platoon. (R) 

8.00 Rubens: An Extra Large Story. 

Waldemar Januszczak examines 
the life and art of Flemish baroque 
artist Peter Paul Rubens, 
correcting the misconceptions 
that have arisen about him and re¬ 
evaluating his work. 

9.00 Film: Albert Nobbs. (2011) 
Premiere. A woman in 19th- 
century Ireland has lived in 
disguise as a man for 30 years, 
holding down a job as a butler at a 
Dublin hotel. She meets a married 
house painter whom she 
discovers is a fellow cross¬ 
dresser, and is inspired by her new 
friend’s happy life to seek a wife of 
her own. Period drama, starring 
Glenn Close, Mia Wasikowska, 
Aaron Taylor-Johnson and Janet 
McTeer. 

10.45 Charlie Brooker’s 2014 Wipe. A 

satirical look back at the events of 
the past 12 months, including the 
ice-bucket challenge craze and 
Chris Martin and Gwyneth Paltrow’s 
“conscious uncoupling”. (R) 

11.45 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Action from the 
opening day at the Lakeside 
Country Club in Frimley Green. 

12.35 Darts Extra. 2.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 
(R) 7.20 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.35 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.50 Hulk and the 
Agents of Smash. 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.30 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 8.45 Nerds 
& Monsters. (R) 9.00 Deadtime Stories. 
(R) 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 11.25 Ejector Seat. (R) 

12.25 The 21 st Question. (R) 1.25 Film: 
Columbo: Lovely but Lethal. (1973) 
Detective drama, starring Peter Falk and 
Martin Sheen. 2.55 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.55 Tipping Point. (R) 4.55 
Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 5.55 Regional 
Programme; Weather. 

6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big 
Bang. (2010) A woman is left 
running the family farm alone 
while her husband is fighting in 
the Second World War. The wart¬ 
faced magical nanny is on hand to 
help her cope with her unruly 
children, their even more 
mischievous evacuated cousins, 
and her scheming brother-in-law, 
who wants the farm for himself. 
Fantasy comedy, with Emma 
Thompson, Maggie Gyllenhaal 
and the late Sam Kelly. 

8.30 Take Me Out. New series. A 
gamekeeper, a bus driver, a 
magician and a student set out to 
impress a line-up of single women 
and take one of them for a break in 
the sun. Paddy McGuinness 
hosts. 

9.30 Film: The Hangover. (2009) 
Premiere. Three men on a stag 
weekend in Las Vegas wake up 
after a night of heavy drinking and 
find they have not only misplaced 
the groom, but somehow gained a 
tiger and a baby. Unable to 
remember the details of the night 
before, they set about piecing the 
clues together in the hope of 
finding their missing friend. 
Comedy, starring Bradley Cooper, 
Ed Helms and Zach Galifianakis. 

11.30 ITV News; Weather. 

11.45 Film: Dog Day Afternoon. (1975) 
A hapless bank robber sees his 
simple heist turn into a hostage 
situation and a media circus. 
Sidney Lumet’s fact-based drama, 
starring Al Pacino. 

1.55 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 Film: Arabian Adventure. (1979) 

7.55 The Morning Line. 8.55 The King of 
Queens. (R) 9.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 10.25 Frasier. (R) 10.55 
Frasier. (R) 11.25 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD. (R) 12.25 Gadget Man’s Guide 
to Christmas. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 
4.00 Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel. (2009) Comedy, with 
Zachary Levi. 5.45 The Simpsons. (R) 
6.10 The Simpsons. Bart plays a prank 

on Mrs Krabappel, but it backfires 
and results in her being fired - 
leaving him feeling so guilty that 
he resolves to do everything he 
can to get her reinstated. (R) 

6.35 The Simpsons. Marge campaigns 
against a violent sport that has 
captivated Springfield’s male 
population, antagonising 
promoter Chett Englebrecht, who 
challenges her to a fight. (R) 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2014. 
Last year, the nation was hit by 
tornados, floods, hurricanes and 
ferocious storms, as well as the 
chilliest August in more than two 
decades, but also enjoyed the 
hottest Halloween on record. This 
documentary presents eyewitness 
footage of an unpredictable 12 
months, featuring rescues at sea, 
homes struck by lightning, an 
escape for 500 cows, and sea 
foam engulfing a bus. There’s also 
a look at the science behind these 
wild weather events and why there 
may be worse to come. (R) 

9.00 Film: Taken. (2008) An American 
teenager travelling through Europe 
is abducted by a gang of sex 
traffickers. However, what the 
kidnappers do not realise is that 
the girl’s father is a former CIA 
agent, who employs all his old 
skills as he searches for the 
criminals and tries to rescue his 
daughter. Thriller, starring Liam 
Neeson and Maggie Grace. 

10.50 Bill Bailey Qualmpeddler. Stand- 
up comedy from London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo, 
accompanied by light-hearted 
musical numbers, from religious 
dubstep and German folk-metal to 
a reggae version of Downton 
Abbey. 

11.50 Film: The Godfather: Part III. 

(1990) Crime drama sequel, 
starring Al Pacino. 

2.55 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.05 Hugh’s 3 Good 
Things. 5.15 Secret Eaters. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 Access. (R) 

10.30 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 11.30 Ice 
Road Truckers. (R) 12.30 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 1.25 Film: McLintock! 

(1963) Comedy Western, starring John 
Wayne. 3.55 Film: The Searchers. 

(1956) John Ford’s Western, starring 
John Wayne. 

6.20 Film: Zulu. (1964) An upper-class 
soldier and his fellow officer 
stationed at Rorke’s Drift in 1879 
discover they have been cut off 
after the destruction of the main 
British army column in the area. 
They must rally their small force of 
140 men against the might of 
4,000 Zulu warriors advancing on 
their position. Fact-based 
historical drama, starring Michael 
Caine, Stanley Baker, Jack 
Hawkins, Ulla Jacobsson, Nigel 
Green and Chief Buthelezi, with 
narration by Richard Burton. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments 2014. Countdown of the 
biggest showbusiness stories and 
scandals of the year, from Solange 
Knowles attacking brother-in-law 
Jay Zina lift, to Cheryl Fernandez- 
Versini’s whirlwind romance and 
marriage as well as her return to 
The X Factor. Plus, the ongoing 
antics of Justin Bieber, One 
Direction’s alleged dalliances with 
drugs, Russell Brand’s attempt to 
start a revolution, Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Chris Martin’s 
“conscious uncoupling” and Judy 
Murray’s efforts on Strictly Come 
Dancing. The programme also has 
the inside track on the weddings 
of Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie, 
and George Clooney and Amal 
Alamuddin, and considers 
whether Kim Kardashian’s bottom 
is set to take over the world. 
Featuring contributions by Len 
Goodman, Janice Dickinson, 
James Jordan, Sinitta, Kerry 
Katona, Ollie Locke, Jasmine 
Waltz and Suzanne Shaw. (R) 

11.55 Access. 

12.00 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Autopsy: Michael Jackson’s 
Last Hours. Dr Richard Shepherd 
investigates the cases of celebrities who 
died unexpectedly. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. A cottage in East Sussex. (R) 
4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roarythe Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 FA Cup’s 50 Greatest Moments 8.00 
Top Gear 9.00 Film: Puss in Boots 
(2011) 10.20 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 10.50 Family Guy 1.50 FA Cup’s 50 
Greatest Moments 2.50 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 3.20 Cuckoo 
Christmas Special 3.50 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Volcano 8.00 Do 
We Really Need the Moon? 9.00 
Wallander: The Dogs of Riga 10.55 
Sammy Davis Jr: The Kid in the Middle 

11.55 An Evening with Sammy Davis Jr 

12.55 Neil Sedaka: King of Song 1.55 
Lost Land of the Volcano 2.55 Sammy 
Davis Jr: The Kid in the Middle 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 The X Factor Class of 20141.15 
The Cube: Celebrity Special 2.10 Film: 
Space Jam (1 996) 3.55 Film: Johnny 
English (2003) 5.40 You’ve Been 
Framed! 6.40 The Guide to You’ve Been 
Framed! 7.45 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) 9.30 Take Me Out - The Gossip 

10.15 Film: The Bourne Ultimatum 
(2007) 12.25 Unseen Celebrity Juice Tit 
Bits 1.10 Two and a Half Men 1.35 Mom 

2.20 Life’s Funniest Moments 
ITV3 

1.00 Film: Gosford Park (2001) 3.45 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.55 Rosemary 
& Thyme 7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 
Midsomer Murders 10.00 Lewis 12.05 A 
Is for Acid 1.55 Judge Judy 2.15 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.05 Film: The Sting (1973) 3.40 Film: 

Police Academy 5: Assignment Miami 
Beach (1988) 5.30 Storage Wars 6.00 
Storage Wars Unlocked 7.00 Storage 
Wars 9.00 Film: Texas Killing Fields 
(201 1)11.10 Film: Total Recall (1990) 

1.20 The Motorbike Show 2.10 Minder 
E4 

11.00 Troy 11.30 How I Met Your Mother 

12.30 Film: The Spiderwick Chronicles 
(2008) 2.25 Rude(ish) Tube 4.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 5.00 Film: The Golden 
Child (1986) 6.50 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 
7.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 
Role Models (2008) 11.05 Film: End of 
Days (1999) 1.30 The Inbetweeners 2.30 
Rude Tube 3.25 Made in Chelsea: End of 
Season Party 4.20 Frozen at Christmas 
Film4 

11.00 Arrietty (201 0)1.00 Coraline 
(2009) 3.05 Dragonball Evolution (2009) 

4.45 New in Town (2009) 6.45 The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader (2010) 9.00 Resident Evil 
(2002) 11.00 Lawless (2012) 1 . 15 10 
Years (201 1)3.25 Close 



WHERE WILL YOU GO WITH 

£500 FREE FUEL? 

AVAILABLE WITH NEW VAUXHALLS 


27 DECEMBER 2014 


12 JANUARY 2015 


Brindley Wednesbury 

57 Bridge Street 
West Midlands 
WS10 OAH 


0121 696 4754 


Brindley Cannock 

Main A5 

Staffordshire 

WS111SH 


01543 406744 



www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


A Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on Corsa Excite and Limited Edition; Astra 5dr/Sports Tourer Design, Tech Line and Tech Line GT; Mokka Tech Line; Zafira (classic) models or Ampera. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw 
cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/freefuel or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on eligible new vehicle orders from 27 December 2014 to 12 January 2015. 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 


















The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 


24 SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 4 


CHOICE 



Kate Humble 


Kate Humble - Into the 

Volcano 

(BBC2,8pm) 

Wildlife expert and TV presenter 
Kate Humble is brave if nothing 
else. Take this latest two-parter 
that she’s fronting - in which she 
will be journeying right to the 
heart of one of the world’s most 
active volcanoes. She and a 
team of geologists are on the 
island ofTanna, in the Vanuatu 
archipelago, studying Yasur, a 
volcano that erupts constantly, 
blowing out red-hot lava bombs 
and covering the area in thick 
black ash. Kate and the team are 
keen to decipher when another 
eruption can be expected, but to 
do this, they need to collect a lava 
bomb the minute it’s thrown from 
the crater. In preparing for their 
mission, Kate explores the island 
and discovers how the volcano 
shapes the lives, traditions and 
beliefs of everyone who lives in 
its shadows. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.55 Match of the Day: 
FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 Flomes Underthe 
Flammer. (R) 11.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Flog It! 2.15 
Songs of Praise. 2.50 FA Cup Final 
Score. 5.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 5.20 Match of the Day Live. 
Arsenal v Hull City (Kick-off 5.30pm). 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Love is in 
the air in the corner shop as 
Granville continues his attempts 
to woo Mavis, Gastric needs yet 
more help with his love life and 
Leroy arouses jealousy. 

8.00 Countryfile. Adam Henson 

presents a special edition focusing 
on rare-breed farm animals and 
the threats to their future. He is 
joined by his father Joe, a founder 
of the Rare Breeds Survival Trust, 
who advises him on a potential 
addition to his farm - Longhorn 
cattle - and his daughter Ella helps 
train his Exmoor ponies. Adam 
also looks back at memorable 
items from the Countryfile archive 
featuring rare breeds, including 
Ellie Harrison learning to plough 
with a shire horse, Matt Baker 
following Tamworth pigs from 
farm to fork and Adam himself 
finding out how technology can 
help guarantee the future of rare 
farm animals. Including Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

9.00 Last Tango in Halifax. Alan finally 
lets Celia into his secret about 
Gary, but is saddened when she 
punishes Caroline for his mistake 
- and on her wedding of all days. 
Gillian is left humiliated at work by 
an unexpected visit from Robbie’s 
other half Cheryl, who reveals she 
knows the pair are sleeping 
together. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Mark Chapman 
presents action from today’s third- 
round matches, which saw the 
lower league sides aiming to 
cause an upset against those from 
the Premier League and 
Championship. 

11.50The Apprentice USA. New series. 
Donald Trump kicks off another 
celebrity edition, with candidates 
including Gary Busey, Dionne 
Warwick, Meat Loaf and David 
Cassidy selling pizzas. 

1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.20 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.15 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 
8.00 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 FA Cup 
Rewind: Third-Round Classics. (R) 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Food 
& Drink. (R) 12.00 The Great British Bake 
Off Masterclass. (R) 1.00 Live Darts: BDO 
World Championships. Coverage of the 
second day of the tournament. 4.45 Ski 
Sunday. 5.30 Coast. (R) 

6.00 Tigers About the House-What 
Happened Next. Part two of two. 
The Clarks see the harsh reality of 
poaching in Indonesia when they 
visit tigers that were caught in 
snares, prompting Giles to 
concoct an ambitious plan to save 
the injured big cats in the wild. 
Back in Australia, Spot and Stripe 
are days away from their first 
birthday and will no longer be 
classed as cubs, while Spot faces 
an operation that may end with 
him losing all vision. (R) 

7.00 Top Gear Patagonia Special. Part 
one of two. Jeremy Clarkson, 
Richard Hammond and James 
May take used sports cars on a 
gruelling trip to the world’s 
southernmost city to stage a game 
of car football. (R) 

8.00 Kate Humble-Into the Volcano. 

Part one of two. Kate joins a team 
of geologists on a research 
expedition to the Vanuatu 
archipelago in the southern 
Pacific, and explores the volcano 
of Mount Yasur on Tanna. 

9.00 Reinventing the Royals. First of a 
two-part documentary in which 
Steve Hewlett tells the inside story 
of the relationship between the 
monarchy and the media during 
the past 20 years. 

10.00 Ql XL. Extended edition. Jeremy 
Clarkson, Sandi Toksvig, Danny 
Baker and Alan Davies attempt to 
answer host Stephen Fry’s range 
of fiendish questions on the topics 
of luck and loss. 

10.45 Racing Legends: Barry Sheene. 

Jim Moir (Vic Reeves) pays tribute 
to the former motorcycle racing 
world champion, examining how 
he rose to the top of his sport and 
became a popular public figure. 

(R) 

11.45 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Action from the 
second day at the Lakeside 
Country Club in Frimley Green. 

12.35 Darts Extra. 2.35 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile. (R) 3.35 Holby City. (R) 

4.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 
(R) 7.20 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.35 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.50 Ultimate 
Spider-Man. 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 8.30 
Nerds & Monsters. (R) 8.45 Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 9.00 Deadtime Stories. 

(R) 9.25 Film: Columbo: Agenda for 
Murder. (1990) 11.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.25 Britain’s Best Bakery. (R) 

12.25 Inside the National Trust. (R) 1.25 
River Monsters. (R) 1.55 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 3.55 Film: On Her 
Majesty’s Secret Service. (1969) James 
Bond adventure, with George Lazenby. 
6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Diversity Live. An entertainment 
special with the street-dance crew, 
featuring a range of spectacular 
new routines and appearances by 
special guests. Fresh from their 
UK arena tour, the Britain’s Got 
Talent 2009 winners flex their 
creative muscles and demonstrate 
how all forms of dance, from ballet 
and jazz to tap, have inspired their 
career. They also look at the major 
influences that have helped them 
along the way, as the programme 
charts the group’s journey to 
stardom. 

8.00 Foyle’s War. New series. Michael 
Kitchen returns to the role of 
Christopher Foyle, senior 
intelligence officer for MI5, in the 
first of three films. Foyle is drawn 
into the world of corrupt Nazi 
businessmen when a university 
professor is found murdered in a 
London park. When it transpires 
the victim was working as a 
translator in Nuremberg, the 
detective realises there are 
powerful people trying to conceal 
secrets from the Second World 
War. Meanwhile, Sam 
(Honeysuckle Weeks) volunteers 
fora risky undercover job, despite 
being pregnant. Guest stars 
include John Mahoney (Frasier), 
Jaime Winstone (Mad Dogs) and 
Nigel Lindsay (Four Lions). 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: Hot Fuzz. (2007) Action 
comedy, starring Simon Pegg and 
Nick Frost. 

12.25 Premiership Rugby Union. 1.20 
The Store. 2.55 The Jeremy Kyle Show 
USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 NFL: The American Football Show. 
(R) 7.05 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 
7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
7.55 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.55 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 1.20 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.50 
Film: Angus, Thongs and Perfect 
Snogging. (2008) Comedy drama, 
starring Georgia Groome. 3.50 Film: 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid. (2010) Family 
comedy, starring Zachary Gordon. 5.40 
Channel 4 News. 

6.05 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

New series. Laura Hamilton 
advises former pub landlady 
Janice Gibson, who wants to swap 
her Newcastle lifestyle for a new 
start in the Mar Menor area of 
southern Spain. 

7.00 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. Phil 
Spencer is on the Mersey, trying 
to sell two properties with dodgy 
decorand problem pooches. Ron 
hasn’t been able to part with his 
four-bedroom family home after 
18 months on the market, and it 
looks like his beloved pug Janice 
is to blame. On the Wirral, Phil has 
got his hands full with Sandy and 
her six dogs. 

8.00 The Hotel. Mark organises a 
record-breaking attempt to bake 
Britain’s biggest scone, but 
Cavendish owner Vicky does not 
have much faith in head chef 
Gerry’s ability to pull it off. 

9.00 Walking the Nile. New series. 
Levison Wood treks the length of 
the River Nile from source to sea, 
on a nine-month expedition taking 
him through jungles, savannahs, 
deserts, cities and war zones. 

10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
Christmas Special. Jimmy Carr 
hosts the comedy panel show’s 
version of the words-and- 
numbers quiz, with team captains 
Sean Lock and Jon Richardson 
joined by Kathy Burke and David 
Baddiel. (R) 

11.05 Rude Tube: Welcome to 2015. 

Alex Zane explores the 100 most 
popular internet videos of the past 
12 months in a special edition of 
the show, featuring the spider-dog 
prank. (R) 

1.00 Film: Thirst. (2009) 3.15 The 
Guides. (R) 3.30 Mesh: Tourist Trap. (R) 
3.35 Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. 

(R) 4.30 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 

5.25 Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best Bites. 
(R) 5.40 Small Animal Hospital. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.40 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.05 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw 
Patrol. 7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.10 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and His 
Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 Wanda and 
the Alien. 8.40 Zack and Quack. (R) 8.55 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 
10.35 Monkey Life. (R) 11.00 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 12.00 Film: 
Forever Young. (1992) Romantic sci-fi 
drama, with Mel Gibson and Jamie Lee 
Curtis. 1.55 Film: The Princess Bride. 

(1987) Comic fantasy adventure, 
starring Cary Elwes. 3.50 Film: Snow 
White. (2001) Fairy-tale fantasy, starring 
Kristin Kreuk. 5.35 Film: Bambi. (1942) 
Animated drama, with the voice of Bobby 
Stewart. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.05 Film: Rush Hour. (1998) A Hong 
Kong detective is sent to Los 
Angeles to investigate a 
kidnapping, but the local 
authorities worry that his presence 
in America might spark an 
international incident, and assign a 
loud-mouthed and troublesome 
cop to keep an eye on him. 
However, the new partnership 
roves an explosive combination, 
omedy adventure, starring Jackie 
Chan, Chris Tucker, Ken Leung, 
Tom Wilkinson and Chris Penn. 
Edited for language and violence. 
9.00 Film: House at the End of the 
Street. (2011) Premiere. A 
teenager moves to a new area and 
discovers a nearby house was the 
site of a horrifying incident in 
which a girl murdered her parents 
before disappearing without trace. 
She befriends the killer’s troubled 
brother, but starts to worry that he 
may be hiding a terrifying secret. 
Horror, starring Jennifer Lawrence 
and MaxThieriot. 

10.55 Film: Final Destination. (2000) A 
teenager’s premonition saves his 
friends from dying in a plane 
crash, but their narrow escape is 
only the prelude to a chain of 
tragedies. Horror, with Devon 
Sawaand AN Larter. 

12.50 SuperCasino. 3.10 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes IV: May the 
Fourth Be with You 7.30 FA Cup’s 50 
Greatest Moments 8.30 World’s Craziest 
Fools 9.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 
10.00 Family Guy 10.45 American Dad! 

11.30 FA Cup’s 50 Greatest Moments 

12.30 Russell Howard’s Good News 1.30 
Life Is Toff 4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Sings Musicals 8.00 Mark Lawson 
Talks to PD James 9.00 Hermitage Revealed 
10.00 Film: A Royal Affair (2012) 12.10 Top 
of the Pops: 1980 - Big Hits 1.10 The 
Carpenters at the BBC 1.45 Sings Musicals 

2.45 Hermitage Revealed 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.25 Take Me Out 12.25 Take Me Out - The 
Gossip 1.10 Blue: The Hot Desk 1.25 Film: 
Richie Rich (1994) 3.20 Film: Beethoven’s 
2nd (1993) 5.10 Film: Scooby-Doo 2: 
Monsters Unleashed (2004) 7.00 Film: Evan 
Almighty (2007) 9.00 Film: Knocked Up 
(2007) 11.35 Film: Saw II (2005) 1.30 Fake 
Reaction 2.10 Blue: The Hot Desk 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.25 Wycliffe 12.40 Rosemary & Thyme 

1.45 Film: Blue Murder at St Trinian’s 
(1957) 3.35 Inspector Morse 5.55 Lewis 
8.00 The Zoo 9.00 It’ll Be Alright on the 
Night 10.00 Northern Lights 11.00 Film: 
Larry Crowne (201 1)1.05 The Memoirs of 
Sherlock Holmes 2.00 Countrywise 2.50 
Judge Judy 3.10 ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 
Emmerdale 

ITV4 

2.55 Storage Wars 6.10 Film: The 
Cimarron Kid (1952) 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Troy (2004) 12.15 
Film: This Is Spinal Tap (1984) 1.55 The 
Cycle Show 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 3.30 The Store 4.30 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Melissa & Joey 1.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 2.00 The Big Bang Theory 4.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 5.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Home Alone 2: Lost in New York 
(1992) 10.20 The Inbetweeners 11.30 
Made in Chelsea: End of Season Party 
12.30 Virtually Famous 1.25 Rules of 
Engagement 2.20 The 100 3.00 The Ricky 
Gervais Show 3.30 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 A Ticket to Tomahawk (1950) 1.00 
Leap Year (2010) 3.00 Journey to the 
Center of the Earth (2008)4.50 Lemony 
Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events 
(2004) 6.55 Tower Heist (2011) 9.00 
Battleship (2012) 11 .35 Alfie (1966) 1.50 
Wrong Turn 2: Dead End (2007) 3.50 Close 
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FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

Stolen Child, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A couple who have tried unsuccessfully to conceive 
resort to adopting a baby from Eastern Europe. 

However, their newfound happiness is shattered when 
they discover the disturbing series of events that 
brought the child into their lives. Drama, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier and Corbin Bernsen. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

Dinner for Schmucks, BBC1,11.50pm 

An ambitious executive hopes to win a mean-spirited 
contest held by his bosses to find the most ridiculous 
dinner-party guest for everyone to mock. He thinks he 
has found the perfect winning entry when he meets a 
dim-witted and socially awkward amateur taxidermist - 
but has to contend with pretending they are friends. 
Comedy, with Steve Carell and Paul Rudd. (2010) 

WEDNESDAY 

Little Fockers, BBC1,11.05pm 

Nurse Greg is now the proud father of twins, but has yet 
to earn the respect of his wife’s stern father after 10 
years of marriage. The couple invite both sides of their 
extended family to the kids’ birthday party, where Greg 
makes a desperate effort to finally prove his worth to his 
father-in-law. Comedy sequel, with Ben Stiller, Robert 
De Niro, Owen Wilson and Dustin Hoffman. (2010) 



Little Fockers, Wednesday, BBC1,11.05pm 


THURSDAY 

A Time to Remember, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A middle-aged single mother returns under a cloud to 
the family home for Thanksgiving, where she tries to 
heal the fractured relationship between herself and her 
estranged mother. However, any possible reconciliation 
is threatened by an unexpected and dramatic 
development. Drama, starring Dana Delany, Doris 
Roberts, Megan Gallagher, Louise Fletcher, Rosemary 
Forsyth, Robert Bauer, Erich Anderson, Amy Stell, 
Davenia McFadden and Michael Dean Jacobs. (2003) 

FRIDAY 

The Invention of Lying, ITV, 10.40pm 

In a world where everyone always tells the truth, a failed 
documentary writer learns how to lie. Since no one else 
knows what deception is, his most ludicrous inventions 
are taken at face value, making him a huge success - 
and ultimately leading to him starting his own religion. 
Comedy, starring Ricky Gervais, Jennifer Garner, Jonah 
Hill, Louis CK, Jeffrey Tambor, Fionnula Flanagan, Rob 
Lowe and Tina Fey. (2009) 


Duo return to unravel 
another mysterious case 


P repare to be gripped to the TV 
again - yes, David Tennant and 
Olivia Coleman are back as 
Alec Hardy and Ellie Miller in the 
second series of the drama that kept 
the nation on the edge of its seats in 
March 2013. 

Broadchurch made such a massive 
impact on its initial broadcast that it’s 
hard to believe it’s almost two years 
since it made its debut; and this 
sequel is one of the most eagerly 
awaited programmes of recent years. 

The original run focused on the 
murder of 11-year-old Danny Latimer. 
For eight weeks, viewers attempted to 
guess whodunit, and were shocked 
when it was revealed - spoiler alert - 
that it was Ellie’s husband Joe who 
was the culprit. We also cheered her 
on when she gave him a kicking after 
discovering the truth. 

Both Ellie and Hardy were 
expected to leave the police force 
after solving the murder - she to 
perhaps start a new life with her 
sons elsewhere, and he due to ill 
health - but neither of them seems 
to have been able to leave the sleepy 
Dorset town. 


Jodie Whittaker also returns as 
Danny’s pregnant mum Beth, 
while Andrew Buchan, Arthur 
Darvill, Jonathan Bailey, Carolyn 
Pickles, Tanya Franks, Joe Sims, 
Simone McAullay, Adam Wilson and 
Charlotte Beaumont also reprise their 
roles. 

But there are a few newcomers too, 
including Eve Myles, Marianne Jean- 
Baptiste, Meera Syal, James DArcy 
and Charlotte Rampling. 

“The whole Broadchurch team has 
been delighted and properly 
gobsmacked by the response from 
ITV viewers,” says writer Chris 
Chibnall. “When I first talked to Peter 
Fincham and Laura Mackie, ITV’s 
Director of Drama about 
Broadchurch, I mentioned that if 
people liked it, there was another 
very different story we could tell 
afterwards. I’m really thrilled we’re 
going to tell that story too.” 

“It’s such a privilege to be able to 
work with Chris to bring the next 
chapter of Broadchurch to our 
screens,” adds executive producer 
Jane Featherstone. ‘And although 
we’re giving nothing away right now, I 


can tell you it’s going to keep on 
delivering surprises and scale.” 

For now, nobody is willing to say 
what the surprises are, or even what 
the story is about - we’re all going to 
have to tune in to find out. However, 
there is a clue out there for anyone 
with the time and patience to look for 
it. 

At the Harrogate Crime Writing 
Festival in July, Chibnall, Colman and 
Whittaker helped launch the 
Broadchurch novelisation alongside 
author Erin Kelly. She revealed that 
Chibnall had added a sentence close 
to her publication deadline that gave 
a hint of what the sequel would be 
about. 

It’s been announced that Rampling 
will play a character called Jocelyn 
who didn’t appear in the first series - 
but her house is featured on a map 
of the town in the book, and she is 
also mentioned. Could she be the 
key to the story? 

Maybe - fans are already 
discussing the theory on the internet, 
and it will certainly be interesting to 
find out if they’re right. 



Olivia Colman and David Tennant star in Broadchurch, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Richard Wilson on the Road 
ITV, 8pm 

New series. The One Foot in the Grave star tours 
the UK in a vintage 1960s car, but there’s no sat- 
nav for him - he’s using guidebooks first published 
in the 1930s. Beginning in the heart of the 
Derbyshire countryside, the actor learns about the 
Kinder Scout uprising that led to the freedom to 
roam the Derbyshire Dales. 

Rich, Russian and Living in London 
BBC2, 9pm 

Documentary exploring the lives of wealthy 
Russians who have chosen to make London their 
home, looking at why they favoured the city and 
their obsessions with the English education 
system, polo and the monarchy. The film follows an 
art collector; and an entrepreneur who says he was 
chased out of Russia for his liberal views and 
growing bank balance, as well as revealing more 
about the life of a supermodel and two debutantes 
preparing for the glitz and glamour of the 
prestigious Russian ball. 

TUESDAY 
Silent Witness 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. Nikki and Jack are called to a petrol 


station where three people have been shot dead, 
and conclude it is the work of a concealed shooter 
working from long range - a sniper is at large in 
London. They combine ballistics and wound 
pathology with the killer-profiling skills of senior 
investigator DCI Jane De Freitas, as they work to 
find this seemingly random murderer before panic 
hits the city. Continues tomorrow. 

WEDNESDAY 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch 
Channel 5, 9pm 

New series. The fly-on-the-wall fun begins 
once more as Emma Willis invites a fresh group 
of famous faces to move in together and have 
their every word and move recorded for the 
enjoyment of the viewing public. This 
time round, the famous residents 
will be taking part in their own 
fairy tale, although with Big 
Brother in charge, it is unlikely 
they are going to live happily 
ever after. The newly designed 
house has whimsical elements 
conjuring up a magical 
atmosphere full of possibility - 
but there are also hints that 
something more sinister is 
lurking. It’s to be hoped that 



BB fans don’t have anything else planned for the 
next three weeks. 

THURSDAY 
Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

Chances are you know the Death In 
Paradise format by now: a character is 
killed on the idyllic Caribbean island of 
Saint Marie; there’s a host of eclectic 
associates who may have done the 
deed, and it’s up to the likes of Dl 
Humphrey Goodman (Kris Marshall), 
DS Camille Bordey (Sara Martins), and 
Officer Dwayne Myers (Danny John- 
Jules) to get to the bottom of the mystery. 
The first victim of series four is 
plantation owner and 
businessman, Elias Thomson; 
he is brutally killed at his home 
during a group seance. The 
door to the room is firmly 
closed, so everyone at the 
scene is a suspect, but how did 
the killer go unseen when all 
participants - including Elias’ kids, 
Daniel and Lucy - were holding 

hands throughout 
the seance? 





Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch, 
Wednesday, Channel, 5 9pm 


FRIDAY 

Xtreme Endurance Race to the Pole 
Channel 5,7pm 

New series. Former rugby union player Richard 
Parks takes on a series of endurance events in 
preparation for his ultimate goal of becoming the 
fastest-ever person to ski unassisted to the South 
Pole from the coast of Antarctica. Richard’s first 
gruelling challenge takes him to Nepal to 
participate in the Yak Attack, a mountain-bike race 
during which he battles against blistering heat, 
extreme cold, near-fatal collisions, sheer drops and 
extreme altitude on a course that winds 400 
kilometres across the Himalayas. 

The Musketeers 
BBC1,9pm 

King Louis is tired of his cosseted royal lifestyle 
and demands to see things the way his carefree 
subjects do. But what starts out as a night of fun 
quickly descends into terror when he and 
dArtagnan are mistaken for real commoners and 
kidnapped by the notorious criminal Lemaitre, who 
plans to sell them to Spain as slaves. It’s left to the 
remaining three Musketeers to rescue the king and 
their comrade - can they save them from mortal 
danger and return Louis to the palace in time for 
his son’s christening? One person who seems 
grateful for the king’s absence is Rochefort. 


Motoring 


RE AL MOTORING NEWS 

REAL ENTHUSIASTS 



EVERY FRIDAY 


The Motoring supplement from the Express & Star is a must 
read for all petrolheads. For readers who want to read the latest 
automotive news and the best test drive reviews, it is THE place to go. 
Compiled by motoring editor Sharon Walters, the supplement is the 
perfect place to advertise to reach the region’s car fans. 

A comprehensive read from the Midlands Newspaper of the Year. 

TO ADV ERTISE IN MOTORING C AL L OUR EXPERIENCED J 
| SALES TEAM O N 01902 519645 OR EMAI L 
MOTORING@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


An Express & Star supplement 
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5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £153 

TUESDAY 3 rd FEBRUARY t 

1 Loch Achray Hotel Loch Lomond National Park 1 

1 STB-**^ fl 

WINTER WARMER ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

An early season 5 day 
coach break, offering 
exceptional value 
for money staying 

•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

at our Loch Achray } 

PICKUP FROM: 

Hotel. There will be an 
excursion everyday 
including Edinburgh, 
Stirling, Callander 
and a cruise on Loch 
Lomond. 

Birmingham, 

Smethwick, 

West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 

LOCHS 

W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 

01389 713713 | 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison 4 \ 

Loft Ladders \y 

Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

i ED 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 















































The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 


26 


BRAIN GYM No.306 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


E 

2 

J 

3 

D 

s 

5 

Y 

6 

T 

7 

8 

Q 

9 

A 

10 

p 

X 

12 

K 

13 

u 

14 

N 

15 

G 

16 

c 

17 

o 

18 

z 

19 

F 

20 

L 

21 

H 

22 

B 

23 

M 

24 

R 

25 

w 

26 

V 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

N 

12 

25 

13 

26 

1 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Approve a human 
face (11) 

9. One gets nothing 
for it (3) 

10. Will it shoot itself? 

(9) 

11. General secretar¬ 
ies? (5) 

13. Fresh letters of 
support? (7) 

14. Yet his talk is far 
from uplifting (3-3) 

16. Specify how a 
token may be 
regarded? (6) 

18. A dancer on tour 
perhaps (7) 

19. It may be a nasty 
demonstration, 
though in play (5) 

20. Taking in and find¬ 
ing very interesting 

(9) 

21. Apt to have a sud¬ 
den attack (3) 

22. Scottish fam¬ 
ily needs it made 
secret (11) 


Down 

2. You have to do so 

(3) 

3. Gets close in linear 
size (5) 

4. Set out and con¬ 
sumed what was 
left? (6) 

5. A smile’s unambi¬ 
tious outcome (7) 

6. Good barbers do 

it - only just in time 
(3,2,4) 

7. Immediately erect a 
road (11) 

8. The shooting of 
unknown persons? 
( 11 ) 

12. Sacking one ship in 
dreary surroundings 
(9) 

15. Sold by chemists in 
Paris perhaps (7) 
17. Possibly aspire to 
commend (6) 

19. Seeing sense (5) 

21. Cool an ardent 
admirer (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


1. Unwise (11) 

2. Doze (3) 

9. Pinch (3) 

3. Unsuitable (5) 

10. Enchant (9) 

4. Interior (6) 

11. Upright (5) 

5. Copy (7) 

13. Chronicler (7) 

6. Of one mind (9) 

14. Suit of woollen cloth (6) 

7. Barrenness (11) 

16. Pious (6) 

8. Reinstatement (11) 

18. Intrigue (7) 

12. Height (9) 

19. Attack (5) 

15. Plunder (7) 

20. Garment-making (9) 

17. Complete (6) 

21. Also (3) 

19. Should (5) 

22. Powerful (11) 

21. Beverage (3) 



6 






7 


3 



9 

7 

4 



5 



5 
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8 
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5 
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6 
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5 
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4 
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3 
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2 

9 
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1 

4 


1 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Pass; 3 Spyglass; 9 
Learned; 10 Often; 11 Imprecations; 13 Turtle; 

15 Aghast; 17 Rough diamond; 20 Crown; 

21 Pension; 22 Disperse; 23 News. Down: 1 
Palliate; 2 Sharp; 4 Pedlar; 5 Growing pains; 6 
Antenna; 7 Sons; 8 Intelligence; 12 Students; 14 
Riotous; 16 Adopts; 18 Opine; 19 Acid. QUICK 
- Across: 1 Sobs; 3 Advocate; 9 Abscess; 10 
Ensue; 11 Dispossessed; 13 Rarest; 15 Recess; 
17 Improvidence; 20 Egret; 21 Ignored; 22 
Fiendish; 23 Lend. Down: 1 Standard; 2 Basis; 

4 Desist; 5 Overspending; 6 Austere; 7 Even; 8 
Remonstrated; 12 Ascended; 14 Remorse; 16 
Avoids; 18 Nurse; 19 Deaf. 


Quiz 


Which form of political corruption was 
named after US politician Elbridge 
Gerry? 

Who received an Oscar for his 
performance in Going My Way? 

In which country was Vivien Leigh born? 
What type of creature is the firefly? 

What did Hippolyte Mege-Mouries 
invent in 1889? 


6. In which ocean are the Mariana Islands? 

7. Which sci-fi author wrote the screenplay 
for 2001: A Space Odyssey? 

8. What is the kernel of the tree Myristica 
fragrans called? 

9. Which actor/dancer was born Frederick 
Austerlitz? 

10. Which vehicle is named from the Hindi 
for ‘Lord of the World’? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Lager; 2 Plaice; 3 Constantinople; 
4 St Christopher; 5 Daniel Day-Lewis; 6 
Chopin; 7 Daisy; 8 Duchess Of Kent; 9 
Taurus; 10 Hispaniola. 

Niner: INCUBATOR 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

97234 gives a bird, 

818 gives a female animal, 

365 gives a male animal. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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CHA RLES DERBY 

ESTATES 



Charles Derby 


Would like to wish all our clients old and new a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Charles Derby are pleased to announce the opening of our new Willenhall office in 2015 
To help use celebrate our new venture we are pleased to offer the first 30 new sales instructions will 

be offered for sale 0% commission. 

(subject to terms and conditions). 


For further information please contact our office on 01902 244600. 



30 Walsall Road, Willenhall | Telephone 01902 244600 
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CARPETS 

& 

STAMP DUTY 
PAID 

(FOR A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY) 

Part exchange welcome 

WILLENHALL STREET, 
DARLASTON WS10 8NG 

CALL 01922 611800 
TO ARRANGE VIEWING 


Eight Spacious 3 Bedroom with En-Suite Semi Detached Homes 

One Sold Already, Prices from £152,500 epc b 



38 Kings Road, Rushall, 
Walsall, WS41JB 

MODERNISED MID-TERRACED 
HOUSE 

. Four Bedrooms 
. Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Brand New Fitted Kitchen 

• Gas Central Heating 
. Bathroom 

. UPVC Double Glazing 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

. Outside W.C and Outhouses 

• Newly Redecorated Throughout 
. Brand ne w Carpets 

. No Chain 
. EPC D 


£129,995 




Zoopta 


r 




Tel: 01922 611800 


Joginder House 18a Lichfield Street Walsall WS1 1TJ 
www.mghomesandfinancial.co.uk 
















































DRIVETIME 


Goofy and 
wacky but 
the Adam 
works well 

By David Banner 



The Vauxhall ADAM is undoubtedly one of the 
more interesting small car choices around. 
It’s hugely customisable both inside and out 
and looks strong. 

There are two 1.4-litre engines with either 87PS or 
100PS. We tried the lower powered of the two. Both 
are mated to a fivespeed manual gearbox which 
again makes motorway journeys less than ideal as 
they could benefit from a longer gear for better refine¬ 
ment and economy. 

The engine is ‘tried and tested’ which means it’s a little 
long in the tooth and needs working to get the best from 
it. Go with the 87PS unit and you’ll see 62mph appear on 
the clocks in 12.5 seconds on the way to a top speed of 
HOmph. In comparison, the 100PS engine’s numbers are 
11.5s and 125mph. 

The ADAM incorporates a ‘floating’ roof which is visually 
disconnected from the body and which works particularly 
well with two-tone colour schemes. 

It looks like no other Vauxhall but still incorporates a 
bunch of existing styling cues such as the Astra’s wing¬ 
shaped chrome grille bar and the blade shape in the lower 
doors. 

Like MINI, Vauxhall is looking to appeal to the customer’s 
sense of individuality in the sheer amount of colour combi¬ 
nations and materials. Wheels range from 16 inches in size 
for entry-level cars and there are 17-inch options further up 
the range. 

Unlike many cars which offer striking exterior designs but 
an interior that betrays a sudden curtailment of development 
budget, the cabin of the ADAM is, if anything, even bolder 
than the exterior. There’s extensive use of body-coloured 
trim inserts, not only on the dashboard but also reaching 
along the centre console and onto the steering wheel and 
these can give the interior a real riotous personality. You can 
even swap them out for a different colour or finish if you get 
bored. 

A seven-inch touch screen interface is the big point of in¬ 
terest from a technological perspective. It’s both iPhone and 
Android compatible and can access internet-downloaded 
apps. 

Where specified, the navigation and infotainment con¬ 
trols are all marshalled by the touch screen. There’s even a 
choice of headlining, including an LED-lit starlight roof trim. 

The exterior colours include ‘I’ll be Black’, ‘Papa don’t 
Peach’, ‘Purple Fiction’, ‘James Blonde’, ‘Saturday White 
Fever’ and ‘Buzz Lightgreen’. 

Trims 

The ADAM has three trim levels, JAM (fashionable/colour¬ 
ful), GLAM (elegant/sophisticated) and SLAM (racy/sporty) 
and both 1.4-litre engines are available with all three trim 
levels. 

JAM opens with air conditioning, a CD DAB radio with 
USB, AUX-in and Bluetooth, a leather trimmed steering 
wheel with deco elements, cruise control and infotainment 
control. Go for the GLAM and there’s electronic climate con¬ 
trol, front & rear LED lights, a fixed glazed sunroof and an 
exterior chrome pack. SLAM weighs in with 17-inch alloy 
wheels, Morrocana sports seats, and a two tone roof and 
darkened rear glass. 

The latest generation ESP system is standard on all AD- 
AMs and it also includes a Hill Start Assist function. That 
wonderful star-effect roof and a heated steering wheel are 
options that differentiate the Vauxhall from the run of the mill 
city car contenders and these surprise and delight features 
are key in a market that’s not always led fully by upfront 
pricing. 

Talking of which, prices for the 1.4-litre models open at 
just over £11,500 and top out at little over £14,000. What’s 
more, the options prices have been kept very reasonable 
so should you really want to stamp your own impression on 
the car, it won’t cost you the earth nor destroy the residual 
value of the car. 

Unless, that is, you go for a distinctly questionable colour 
combination! 

Right, pay attention here because things get a little more 
involved. 

You remember I said there were two versions of the 1.4- 
litre engine. I lied. Only a little but there are in fact four. Each 
version of the 1.4-litre is available in either a standard guise 
or as an ecoFLEX version with Stop/Start. This clearly has 
the biggest impact on emissions. 

Vauxhall reckons there are over a million different com¬ 
binations of options - it’s a car without parallel. Remember, 
there’s something about coolness which involves taking 
yourself quite seriously and not everybody wants to do that 
with their car. 

Sometimes it’s fun to just be a bit goofy and not care and 
the ADAM fulfils that requirement perfectly with its wacky 
paint finishes, decals and interchangeable trim parts. 


BRINDLEY 



on all new and used cars 


SALE NOW ON 



HONDA 


Visit brindley.co.uk/sale 

for your nearest dealership and 
to search our online offers 


® cv-) 

HYUnOfll KIA MOTORS mazoa 


A 

MITSUBISHI MOTORS 





VAUXHAM. 


Brindley Garages - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931. 
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Local Specialists 


Accountancy 


Blinds & Curtains 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services 
for the self employed, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 



Made to measure blinds 

e Blinds (UK) 




|~NO OBLIGATION | 

Free fitting Wide fabric choice Fast local 

Tel: 01543 378349 Mob: 07758 193415 


Double Glazing 


ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 


CALL: 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


THE MOST EXPERIENCED REPAIR SPECIALISTS IN THE AREA 

• BROKEN AND MISTED UNITS REPLACED 

• ALL DOOR LOCKS REPLACED 

• REPAIRS TO DOORS, WINDOWS, PATIOS AND CONSERVATORIES 

• WE FIX: FAULTY LOCKS, BROKEN HINGES, HANDLES AND PATIO WHEELS 

• ALL WORK GUARANTEED 10 YEARS - NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FOR A FREE SURVEY OR ADVICE CALL NEIL ON: 


□1543 504900 24 HRS 


Est 


K J 07748 108035 oc 

12 WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU ^0 )/Q<\TS 



Digital Rapid Aerials 

-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

d'SiuiLJ DISCOUNTS 

ky free 




fiwwt 


QUOTATIONS 


\ 

AERIALS 
FITTED i 
FROM £69! 

. A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

~ 01922 693047 

07960173589 



Full - Part Rewires 
Fuse Board Upgrades 
Showers - Cooker Point 
Burglar Alarm 
Additional Sockets 


■±3 




FENCING. CONCRETE 


Get in touch 
to see houu we can 
help you with your 
paving need 


MATT WALTl 
DIGITAL Ai 


Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
QUOTATION BEATEN 




Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 

I. j EE i id l ■ J i Id im i [»] ZEBU33 =15 i 

Aldridge Based 

Mobile: 07853 253176 / 07503 476856 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality |^Lg mmm 
local service call: ■ 

' * v ' 



R.G. Electrical ~Ltd 

Estl995 

ALDRIDGE 


DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL 
Homes - Shops - Offices 

• Rewires and Upgrades • Emergency Breakdown 

• PAT Testing • Central Heating Wiring • Storage Heaters 

• Fire Alarms • Intruder Alarms • CCTV 

• Building Society Surveys NICEIC Inspections 

All areas covered 0800 298 2904 

robertelectrical@blueyonder.co.uk 
37 Woodside Way, Walsall WS9 OHY ~ mmm LJ 


+- 


Gardening 


WIRELESS 




that calls/text you 
when activated 

FITTED 7 DAYS 




FREE QUOTES 

CALI 07985 300717 


Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


6 Internal Panel Doors 
Fully Fitted Only 


Also just fitting available 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 



w>M » H • l#WM 

ri yMH Olf • i« MRMk ti t»M u»|«y 

Ally , iwvfMlw 

• IM» %>-c>4§lR>or> COTKl toM «*rw 

01543 S77I87 • <07% 266122 



Gardening 


Household Appliances 


Bj FENCING SUPPLIES 0 
FINAL CLEARANCE SALE 
At our New Premises in Burntwood 

All timber stocks must be sold to make 
room for arrival of massive new consignment 


Panels, Trellis, Gates, Boards, Posts 

All at reduced prices until 31st January 


SUPPLY & ERECT AT DISCOUNTED PRICES 

For Free Quotes, Advice, Trade Prices 
Tel: 01543 821213,07886369958 or 07828693442 
Pay us a visit at our new larger premises 

at Unit 7E Zone 4, Burntwood Business Park WS7 3XD 

Members of the Guild of Master Craftsmen 


D & D DOMESTICS 

Your Local Repair Engineers 
All makes of Electric Cookers, Washing Machines 
and Tumble Dryers 

Free call out 

Factory trained Engineers 
Call anytime on: 

01922 746886 
07958 746758 


Motoring Accessories 



DMtMHlQig 





Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
County Council Approved 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Trimming 
* Stump Removal 

24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 


P & S Spares & Repairs Ltd 

(Vauxhall Specialists) 

Second hand spares off the shelf 

Q Servicing and Mechanical Repairs 
Q Electronic Engine Management and Airbag Fault Diagnostic Service 


LATE VAUXHALLS: Scrap, MOT failures or 
accident damaged - Anything considered 
VAUXHALL PARTS ALSO WANTED 

Tel: 01543 370077 

Mobile: 07956 911287 

Unit 15, Yates’s Boat Yard, Lime Lane, Pelsall, WS3 5AS 



Roofing 




WALSALL ROOFING 
SPECIALISTS 

PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 




BILSTON DIY 
& HYDRO 


For all your DIY 
& Hydroponic needs. 
Friendly experienced staff, 
always happy to help. 


Bilston Broad Street 
WV14 OBU 

01902 404019 




id Tile Repairs 
. Flat Roofs, EPDM 
Rubber Roofing 
. uPVC Soffits and 
Fascias 

. Chimney Reducing 

• Guttering Repairs 
. All Pointing Work 

• insurance Work 

. 20 Year Guarantee 

• 25 Years Experience 

• Re-Roofs 

. All genuine quotes 


> Special rates for 
senior citizens 


[eSU»Mark:«0A92{ 

2 694548/ 


m 


vrww.wqlsqllrootinqspecialistsrcoiuky 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 



ROOFING SAFE 

LTD 


Tiling, Slating, Repair, Care and Maintenance. 
Flat roof refurbishment and repairs 
Fascias, Soffits and Roof Gutter, 
Chimney refurbisments and repairs 
Skylights and roofing light packages. 

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING COVERED 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE, FREE QUOTATIONS 
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND QUALITY GUARANTEE 


Telephone: 01922 254025 

Mobile: 07403 380136 

86 . Lumlev Road . Walsall. West Midlands WS1 2LJ 

_ y 
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Local Specialists 


Plastering 


Plumbing & Heating 


C A Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 



Plumbing & Heating 


Need a plumber or 
jobs doing around the house? 


Give Ian a call 

I fit Bathrooms, Kitchens, *" 
Outside Taps, Flat Pack, etc. t 

No job too small! No call out charge 


FREE QUOTES 

Call Ian on 07813 506025 • (01902) 276740 


CLIFF 

THE 

PLUMBER 

24 Hour Callout 

No Job Too Small 
Leaking Pipes 
Radiators & Tanks Fitted 
Bathroom Suites Fitted 
Also Gutter Repairs & Fascias 
FREE QUOTES 
10% OFF for Pensioners 
Family business for 35 years 
Tel: Cliff 

01543 432584 evenings 
Daytime: 07836 577269 


L. Smith 
Plumbing 
24 hr Call Out 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Leaking pipes, Taps, 

Ball Valves Repair and 
Re-new, Radiators, Toilets etc. 
Gutters, Repair and Fascias 
Free Quotes 

10% OFF FOR PENSIONERS 

Family business 

07511 539915 

Anytime 

01543 479468 


SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 

Complete central heating installation | 

A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £1100 ' 

Tel:OZ8l4 881504 

300347 NO OBLIGATION • 



n Call us on... 

id E-mail us at... If 

1 Post to... 1 

01543 465341 

1 (jsarah.viiinfield@expressandstar.co.uk 11 £ 

) 1 Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, 

J Queen Square, Cannock. WS1UES A 


Pauls Home Services LTD 


Condensing Boilers 
Radiators • Upgrades 
Gas Work • Full Heating 
Breakdowns 

Bathrooms • Cloakrooms 

• Kitchens • Plumbing 
• Tiling • Showers 

• Electrics • Plastering 

• Decorating • Lighting 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

67796 873567 
61922 417062 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 


Domestic Oven Cleaning 
Ovens-Hobs-Ranges 
/Professional/Low Odour / 
Excellent Results 
Are you ready for Christmas? 

www.ovenbuster.com 


FREE QUOTES 
07738 279005 
01922 694404 


We're here to make 
advertising better. 

(Not to make better 
advertising. Sorry.) 


Here at the Advertising Standards Authority, 
we judge ads on whether they’re harmful, misleading, 
or offensive. Noton whether they’re funny, clever or 
they look good. Which is just as well, really. 

Telephone 020 7492 2222 www.asa.org.uk 



Keeping advertising 
standards high 





GET 

CUSTOMERS 
MOVING 


DVERTISE 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 



To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 

6 

G 

1 

1 

G 

1 


Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


Motoring 


Local Information 


Personals 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Telephone line opening times 
over the festive period. 


Monday, December 22 


8.30am -5.30pm 


Tuesday, December 23 

8.30am - 5.30pm 

Christmas Eve, Wed 24 

8.30am till 2pm 

Christmas Day, Thurs 25 

Closed 

Boxing Day, Friday 26 

Closed 

Saturday, December 27 

Closed as normal 

Monday, December 29 

8.30am - 5.30pm 

Tuesday, December 30 

8.30am - 5.30pm 

New Years Eve, Wed 31 

8.30am till 2pm 

New Years Day, Thurs 1 

Closed 

Friday, January 2 

8.30am - 5.30pm 

Saturday, January 3 

Closed as normal 


Please note that our deadlines will be subject to 
change considerably over the Christmas period. 
Please call 01902 317 878 for any further information. 


funeral directors 


Jennings £* 

Funeral Directors 


Funeral Directors 

www.jenningsfunerals.co.uk 


We are proud to have been serving the local 
community of Wolverhampton since 1848 

Providing a choice of funerals and memorials to suit 
all budgets. Our friendly arrangers can also offer help 
and advice with pre-paid funeral planning. 

For your nearest branch or to 
arrange a home visit please call p e ^ er Harrison 
01922 712153 Funeral Director 


Here for you, whenever you need us, 24 hours a day. 


local 

£ 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

(® Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTER, Apex rapid, 
as new, unused, £450. Genuine 
reason for sale, cost over £1,000. 
01543 422218. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


IJACKSON-HATELEY CYCLESI 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


SALE! SALE! SALE! 

End Of Year Stock Clearance. 
Massive Reductions On 
Cycles To Clear. 

Book For Christmas Now 
At Sale Price. 

All Spares And Accessories 
At Unbeatable Prices. 

UP TO 50% OFF WHILE 
STOCK LASTS! 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 

01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


CARAVAN 
FOR SALE 

12ft Caravan on a 
12 mth or 10V2 mth 
season, on a gorgeous 
Welsh beach. £7,995 inc 
free site fees. 

Call Caroline: 
07825 134866 


CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2015 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 
LUXURY Caravans for sale. Mid 
wales coast 12 month season. 
Family and pet friendly, near beach. 
All contents & fees inc for 2015 just 
£17,995. Call Cari 07837 489013. 

STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE, 12 

month season, no age limit, pool, 
bar and full ents programme, 2015 
fees inc for just £11,495. 

Call Damian 07581 559740. 

STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE, 2 

beds, dg, ch, Near Aberystwyth, no 
age limit, 12 month season, lots of 
facilities and close to beach, 
£19,995. Call Paul 07960 944721. 

Fall caravans1 

WANTED 

\ Any Age or Condition \ 

\ *CASH* i 
! ‘WAITING* i 

: Immediate collection : 


‘Call Bob on 07787 833833: 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



caravan holidays 


PAINGTON HOBOURNE 2/3 Bed 

Caravans In/out door pools Club. 
Great discounts 01765 601762 



clairvoyance 


PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 


slimming aids 


INCH LOSS with Slim Fit - book now 
for one free treatment (t/c). 01902 
546134, see www.slimfitclinic.com 



toy & train fair 


TOY AND TRAIN 
COLLECTOR’S FAIR 


OAK PARK LEISURE CENTRE 

Lichfield Road, Walsall Wood (A461) 

Sunday 4th January 2015 

10.30 am - 3.00 pm 
OVER 65 TABLES 
Toys, Cars and Trains, etc. 
Old and New 

Its £1.50 Seniors £1.20 


TRANSTAR PROMOTIONS 

( 01922 ) 643385 


Home & 
Services 


INSTANT CASH 


aID!!I™ 

For leather chesterfields, 
settees, chairs & 
footstools. 

ANY CONDITION 
Telephone: 07546 967350 


BFC FURNITURE 

MELTDOWN SALE 
NOW IN FULL SWING 


Open Everyday 
10am-6pm t 
Sunday 10-4 * 


* HUGE 

SAVINGS / 


Single matte.from £19 

Divan beds....Singles from £49 Doubles £69 
Ortho matts ..Singles from £69 Doubles £99 

Memory foam matts.from £99 

Faux leather bed frames.|S|a 

doubles half price £89. 

Ottoman bed frames.from £199 

Bunk frames....£99 

Metal fashion bed frames.from £49 

Recliner sofas 
MANY 
HALF PRICE 

Leather and fabric chairs.from £29 

Sofas.from £99 

Suites.from £249 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
_ 2 MINS FROM NEW 

5223 TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 

OPEN 7 DAYS ■ MON-SAT 10-6. SUN 10-4. 




SOFA, CHAIR, LEATHER 

Dark brown, 3 seater, manual 
recliner, also auto recliner chair. 

£490. 

01989 565062. 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 7202/0. 

SAND, TOPSOIL, DECORATIVE 

gravels 11 Tonne direct loads at 
cheap rates. D. Gill Building & 
Garden Supplies 01922 452221/ 
452266 7 days. 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm Riven 
faced, only £1.68 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


£28.90 per 100 inc VAT. Prices to 
clear. Ranton Building Supplies 
Limited, Cannock 01543 276006. 


CANNOCK EXCHANGE 

We buy & sell quality used goods: 

Car audio, Air Rifles, TVs & Laptops, Bikes, 
Gold, Guitars & Amps, Group/Disco Gear 
etc. Try us! No Furniture. 

186 Stafford Rd, Cannock, WS11 4AH 
Open Tues to Sat 10am-6pm 
01543 570990 Closed Sun & Mon 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 


1 aerial into 2 rooms £90 
1 aerial into 4 rooms £130 

ZI£T7Q27CS33 

c Tmmmima 








alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


bathrooms 


JP Builders 

Over 20 years 
experience in bathroom & 
kitchen installations. 

TILING/PLASTERING/FREE QUOTES 


07883 339818 or 01922 455489 


building services 


WALL N ROOF Repairs 

07847 764297, 01543 820098 
http://www.wallnroof.co.uk/ 


building supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


ANTIQUES WANTED 

All Furniture, Clocks, China, Medals, 
Coins, Paintings, Gold & Silver Jewellery 
HOUSE CLEARANCE SERVICE 
CHASE ANTIQUES 
(Over 35 years Trading) 

01543 572367 07831 818024 


C 


blinds 


Amanda for Blinds mV 


Vertical Blind Deals 

from 

3 for £99 I 5 tor £159 | 7,„r£179 

Great Fabrics : Measured & Fitted 

Also Great Deals On.. 

Wood Venetians : Rollers : Venetians 
Romans & Made to Measure Curtains 

TEL: 0845 66 7 4 179 

www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


carpentry & \ 

joinery| 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
rs, floors and staircases 

• All plastering projects catered for 
mestic and Commercial 
Furbishments 

www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 531 0264 / 
07903 234 137 


KARNDEAN & AMTICO floors sup¬ 
plied & fitted. Laminate/Wood floors 
also. Fully insured, 07768 814501 


v_ 


carpet fitters 


5 suppli 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 




cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


double glazing 
repairs 


5 year guarantee. 07983 704889. 


driveways & ^ 

patios| 



Driveways, Patios, Landscaping Specialists 

•NO DEPOSIT • PAY ON COMPLETION 
5yr guarantee, 

fully insured and registered company 

01902 275275 

www.pavewaysuk.co.uk 


electrical j 
y services I 

ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home re¬ 
wiring from £800. NICEIC.High 
quality local service call freephone 
0800 0263455/07939 503905 

MZ ELECTRICAL. A reliable friendly 
service no job too small. All Domes¬ 
tic / commercial work. Safety Cer¬ 
tificates. Call Mat: 07724 424441. 


electricians 


ELECTRICIAN NICEIC all electrical 
work: rewires etc. Quality work at 
low prices. Over 25 years’ exp. 
01902 206987, 07891 998125. 


external 
y rendering 


A FULL 15 YEAR GUARANTEE on 

all rendering work. Call for a free 
quote: Call 01902 366221. 


fitted bedrooms 


MADE TO MEASURE Sliding 
Wardrobes. 07813 675526. www. 
interiorsbyrobertstokes.com 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


DJ 

Servicing and installtion of 
boilers, cooker and fires. 
Landlord Certs 

Cal Dn 07818047772 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 

§ uotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
00642 24 hours. 


guttering 


GUTTERING Replacement, repair 
and cleaning. Free quotes. Call: 
07717 753302 or 01902 782530. 


handyman 
y services 

HANDY MAN - Most trades covers 
plumbing, heating, gardening a 
gutter cleaning. 07850 559315. 


house clearances 


HARVEY’S HOUSE / SHOP 
CLEARANCES 

Cash waiting, Any size 
Quick, discreet 
and professional service 

Call: 07939 421862 / 01902 410433 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 15 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


painters / j 
decorators 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
01902 683678 / 07890 879 892. 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 
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plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

^ plastering ^ 


D & P PLASTERING 

Quality work assured. 

30 years experience 

07939 140401, 
07891 119150, 
01902 688575 

plumbing & ^ 

heating 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER no job too 

small, no call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

AA HEATING & Plumbing. 

Kitchen/Bath rooms. Install/Service/ 
Repair all gas work: 01922 660410 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a quote on: 07521 411108. 

^ oven cleaning 

VITAL OvenCleaners: Ranges,Agas 
BBQ’s etc: 07500 257089/0190272 
2937.www.vitalovencleaners.co.uk 

reclaimed ^ 

V materials 

CUNNINGHAM RECLAMATION 

Buyers & sellers of reclaimed & new 
building materials. 01543 275299 

^ removals 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 

Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 

A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

ALL REMOVALS We beat any 
quote, full or part loads, all areas. 
Call Keith on 07867 862227 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 

DJ REMOVALS house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 

^ roofing ^ 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

30 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220-729 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

^ skip hire | 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days-Prompt Service 



AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call Now: 
01922 711411 or 07831 105695 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


_ _ 3 skips, 

£160 per load. Call 07754 111141 
www.coxgrabhire.co.uk 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 


upholstery 


j 


ABANDON NOT! 



Your three piece suite, settee, 
odd chair etc, re-upholstered or 
repaired as new. 

Fully guaranteed service. 

E MARSH 

Showroom - Elm House, 
Princess Street, W'ton 
01902 712484 
01902 424296 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


Re-Upholstering of Sofas, Dining Furniture, 
Caravans, Car Retrims and more. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543 500677 
07738 851601 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

LAURAS TACK BOX For all your 
Horsey needs. Large stockist of 
new and second hand goods. Call: 
07949 943933/01543- 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


CAARS ANIMAL RESCUE 

^^RegisterecH?nanty‘~l 
Dogs, cats, puppies & 
kittens accepted for rehoming. 

Call: 01922 476208. 

Red Lane, Off Crab Lane 
Essington, WV11 2DZ. 

OPEN MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9am 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


PEDIGREE CHIHUAHUA puppy, 
black, male, Ready now. 

07952 926466. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOT I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 



BUILDER 

NEEDS TO BUY 

NEXT HOUSE T O REFU RB 

Call Terry on 01922 430812 


WE PAY 100% Of Purchase Price 

for your home. Call Missing Link 
0800 488 0063 Free 24/7 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



D.S.S. 

(*M* !*■» UK 

All Bl>:V Country 
01902 21 31 21 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


Jobs 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


ADR with 28 Hours Driver CPC 

£460 fully inc. Available 7days. 
SDH Training 01902 455677 


BIRMINGHAM 

21-22 FEBRUARY 


COVENTRY 

18-19 MARCH 


TAMWORTH 

8-9 APRIL 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY ACCREDITED COURSES 
* < NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 


HIGH DEMAND IN HOSPITALS, 
G.P. SURGERIES, COMMUNITY, 
PRIVATE SECTOR, MILITARY, ETC. 


tssz www.geopace.com 


No previous experience or qualifications required 




SALES COUNTER PERSON for 

busy architectural ironmongers. 
Some knowledge of ironmonger/ 
fixings & fastenings essential. 
Apply in writing to:Steve Mills, 
Locks & Fittings Ltd, Unit 7/8, 
Rolling Mill Industrial Estate, 
Rolling Mill Street, Walsall, 
WS2 9EQ 



■SB 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO, 2004, 64,000 miles, 
grey, e/w, MoT, central locking, 
pas, psh, immobiliser, MP3/Aux 
stereo, £1,295 ono. 01902 256478. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6, 2004, MoT’d, 
dark blue with leather trim. 

£625. 

0121 502 1279. 

MERCEDES E430 1999, silver, 
74,000 genuine miles, 12 months 
MoT, FSH, lovely condition, 
£1,350. 07970 992872. 


Westgate 

Driver Training 


Delivering High Quality Driver Training 
For Over 40 Years 



LGV / PCV Training 
CPC Courses 
Free Assessments 
Driver Medicals 

Caravan & Horse Box Tuition available 


Tel: 01922 455514 

www.westgatedrivertraining.co.uk/ 


— I— SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 
“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


■1 

FIAT PANDA ELEGANZA, 2004, 
56,000 miles, baby blue, MoT, very 
clean, a/c, fsh, £2,000. 

07522 475039. 


BARGAIN VANS Small & large £995 
- £5995 inc vat 12 months MoT. 
01902 451877 / 07944 640999. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


CHASE 

MOTORCYCLE i 
TRAINING 


CALL US NOW 

0845 757 3402 

www.chasemotorcycletraining.co.uk 


NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 
www.bjcars.co.uk 
Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

Best Prices! 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 
Free Collection 
Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 


ivicb 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
07585 664389 / 07903 549849. 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


Ilf Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
Sf 100% Confidential. No obligation 




Fast Sale 
Maximum Value 


4. 


The Ptopfitf 
OrnliwdvTvtn 

J MR 




SOLD 


Springbok 


BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 


W.T.R VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 


W.T.R VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



PARKING SENSORS Ega Parts 
Genuine Jaguar and Range Rover 
parking sensors from £20 each. 
Call now on: 07908 427803 


9 

Local 

.Information 



10 

Personals 



CHAMELEONS for like minded 
adults - singles / couples. 7 days a 
week. 9am - late. Mon Bisexual 
day. 2 mins from J9 / J10 M6. 0121 
5686117. www.chameleons.ee 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Walsall Council, Planning and Building Control 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management Procedure Order 
2010 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications 
can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online 
www.walsall.gov.uk/Dlanning . Representations can be made online, email: 
planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning and Building 
Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. Representations should 
be made within 21 days of the date of this notice. 

Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the planning file 
which is a public document and will be available for inspection at the Council 
Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under the Freedom 
of Information Act. 

14/1596/FL Bromford FOR: Replacement windows and doors AT: 10, 10A 
Wolverhampton Road, 80 New Street and 2 Shugborough Close, Walsall, WS3 2EZ 
14/1789/FL New River Retail Property FOR: Erection of a single storey 
convenience store with associated car parking, landscaping and ATM machine 
AT: BELL INN P.H.,BELL LANE,WALSALL,WS3 2NJ 

14/1874/PATEL Hutchinson & EE Ltd For: Replacement 15m Telecoms 
Tower and associated works. AT: LAND AT ENTRANCE TO LANDFILL SITE, 
BENTLEY LANE, WALSALL 



Explore your world with 

star ★extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 


Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 



NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 
mobile call:0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text..REPLY26(leavea space) the six-digit box 
number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26123456 hi 
get in touch... then send to 80098 Successfully 
forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message (Max 
160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages may 
be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT us 
at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Women seeking men 


GOOD looking professional lady, 56, enjoys 
the arts, country walks, meals out, seeks 
compatible, genuine, professional gent to 
enjoy the good things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415007 


MAZ 36 petite curvy big blue eyes, loves 
music, beach walks, cosy nights with good 
conversation and nice wine, seeks similar 
likeminded male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:413571 ® 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network ex¬ 
tras. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage sent. 


AMANDA 5ft 4ins slim fit attractive, enjoys 
the outdoors, nice wine, theatre etc. seeking 
romantic considerate soul mate to broaden 
my horizons. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415391 | 


ANGIE 38yrs slim blonde, ex model with 
lovely long legs with shapely figure, fit, toned, 
sporty, confident but warm, WLTM similar 
perceptive, sensitive individual for Itr. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 414723® 


HELEN feisty redhead with many interests 
including beach walks and quiet nights in, 
looking for male with GSOH and a passion for 
travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


ATTRACTIVE slim brunette, 47, N/S, seeks 
tall, slim male for a cut above the average 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412725 

KAREN pretty blonde, short in stature, big 
personality, keeps fit, loves dogs, seeking 
honest, caring male who can make me laugh. 
Nothing too serious just fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412377 | 


SUE 34, likes most things in life, even football! 
looking for my Mr Wonderful thought I would 
give this a try. Come on what do we have to 
loose, call me. 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410765 ® 

CAROL slim attractive blonde, sporty, easy 
going, broadminded looking for likeminded 
male with plenty of va va voom, 35-45. 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409717® 


BECKY stunning big blue eyed 38yr old 
honest, caring and fun person looking for nice 
times with similar outgoing fun guy, 
status/age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414391 | 


ANN slim attractive widowed but not past 
being loved lady, loves travel, country good 
conversation, WLTM kind genuine male, 35- 
65 for Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413453® 


JEAN petite female who enjoys golf, days 
out, cosy evenings in, holidays, WLTM older 
male in his 60's with a good personality and 
big heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412359® 


SUE 38, attractive broadminded attentive, 
enjoys meals in/out etc, not necessarily 
looking for Mr Right as Mr Wrong or even Mr 
Right now could be fun! Call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411049® 


MALC 50, seeking adventurous, 
spontaneous, sensual female, 50-65 for adult 
fun and good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415253® 

GENUINE guy looking for uncomplicated fun 
with lady up to 50 txt only will answer all txt. 
Text Only Mailbox Box No: 4202609 ® 
GENTLEMAN retired, N/S, seeking lady for 
companionship and sharing good times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 415609 


Folow us 

on 

locally 
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RETIRED male, seeking no strings adult fun 
and frolics, discretion assured, age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413067® 


LUCY, broadminded 18yrs seeks discreet fun 
with men any age. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1941 Box No: 365051 

SAM attractive single mum who really enjoys 
life and likes to be happy WLTM genuine 
single male/dad for mutual companionship, 
dates in/out and tic. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415381 ® 

SEXY brunette, mid 20's busty, adventurous 
broad minded seeks no strings fun. Tel No: 
0905 002 1949 Box No: 361739 
KAREN medium build, blonde hair, 5ft 5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 415429 ® 

SALLY, 38yrs large cuddly lady seeks slim 
men for discreet meetings. Text Only 
4550193® 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414773® 

NICOLA 32, blue eyes, petite, pretty brunette, 
shy at first, trustworthy, caring, varied 
hobbies, seeks male/single dad up to 40yrs 
for tic possible Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414707® 


JANET tall beautiful brunette, slim 12, 
separated, enjoys life, no hang ups, wanting 
quality time, friendship and possible romance 
with similar guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 413415® 


LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, slim, 57, nurse, looking 

for someone to look after me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410543 
MIXED raced lady, 34, widely travelled, 
seeking gent, 30-40 for romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 408429 


ANITA seeking nice man in the West 
Midlands, 50-70 for companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413765® 


JULIE loving, caring, honest, seeks real gent 
to share conversation and have a great time, 
friendship/relationship, who knows? Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 412777 ® 


TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with legs that go 
all the way up to heaven, WLTM very 
appreciative confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414701 ® 


SARAH 38yr old bored blonde seeking single 
guys up for some good times, chats and 
discreet meets. Looking forward to hearing 
from you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414177® 


SALLY stunning lady looking for dinner dates, 
partying and generally having a good time 
with generous man looking for his mojo! No 
strings, go on call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412599® 


KAREN petite 34yr old attractive blonde, likes 
pubs, clubs, meals out, gym, looking for 
honest caring guy who can make me laugh. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414373§ 


23YR old Asian female, seeks sugar daddy, 
any age for fun and much more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415367 ® 


CATH 37yr old very bored housewife seeking 

bored male for some fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414497 ® 


EMS 32yrs petite young looking, pretty, likes 
swimming, walking, talking etc, seeking 
honest bloke or dad up to 40yrs for fun adult 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413853® 


DEBS petite attractive auburn haired, good 
listener, romantic, enjoys socialising, cosy 
nights in with Mr Right, seeking similar caring 
N/S single dad. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 412387® 


TRUDY 36yrs, wltm broadminded men of any 
age/area for daytime meetings. Text Only 
4550194® 


similar interests for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415249 ® 

MELANIE, 38, slim, blonde and bored. Call 
if you want no strings fun. Text Only 4550198 
® 

MANDY very attractive, slim single mum 
36yrs, employed, OHAC, looking to share 
some quality times with similar genuine kind 
hearted social male/dad. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415409® 

JENNI, 52 bored housewife wants no strings 
fun with younger chap. Text Only 4550197 ® 


ANN looking for no strings adult fun, 

broadminded and great fun, blonde, attractive 
and discreet. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414363® 

JANE 5ft5ins blue eyed attractive curvy 
mature student with happy disposition, enjoys 
meals or drinks in/out, keeping fit, walking, 
seeking genuine fun male with GSOH. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414229 ® 

ARE you Mr Wonderful? Lesley attractive slim 
auburn haired fit lady who loves life and fully 
intends to live it to the full, seeking similar 
caring, patient man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414213® 

KATY 26 slim beautiful discreet blue eyed 
blonde looking for mature gent for some 
uncomplicated fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414209® 


NATALIE 22yrs attractive brunette nurse, JAN slim curvy professional warm, 
very slim, athletic figure, many likes, few affectionate, looking to fill full time vacancy 
dislikes, WLTM male up to 38yrs to stay at with similar male who loves cuddles/kisses 
home and have some fun with. Tel No: 0906 and bikes for romance. Tel No: 0906 500 
500 3955 Box No: 413839 ® 3955 Box No: 412167 ® 

Our NEW MatchMaker service; 
makes meeting people easy! 


ANGIE attractive slim blonde just looking for 
a lovely spontaneous guy who like me just 
wants good company and a nice relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410641 ® 
KATHERINE 35yr old outgoing single female 
looking to enjoy dates with similar male also 
looking for fun times in or out. Age, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410565® 

PAULINE attractive divorced female with no 
ties, employed with my own home, likes 
nights in/out, lots of tic to give to the right 
person, call me for a chat, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411039 ® 

JEN attractive sensual petite blonde with 
OHAC seeks confident fit professional male 
to enjoy and share good times, if that's you 
pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 410949® 

ARE you dark or bald, with hairy chest, well 
built, educated, verbal, articulate dom or sub, 
broadminded and ready to be put in your 
place? Curious to find out more? call me. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410637 ® 


SHAUN 26 likes walking, singing, music, 
would like to meet someone my own age for 
friendship maybe relationship. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4567328 ® 



TONY young looking 50, 5ft 8ins, slim, seeks 
slim rock chick, trendy for dates and LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 413049 ® 
KEVIN 53, looking for a friend/partner and a 
lover. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


80098 
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TRUSTWORTHY fit, active, caring, N/S, easy 
going male, 68, GSOH, seeks warm, genuine 
lady, 59-72 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414151 


LUCY beautiful busty bubbly blonde 32yrs, 
seeking naughty boy to enjoy the fun side of 
life with, age, status and looks unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411691 ® 


EXTREMELY genuine! Life’s true gent, 54, 

slim, 5ft lOins, blue eyes, short hair, N/S, 
GSOH, seeks female, 41-52. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413925® 


TRY IT FOR FREE TODAY! 
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hi meeting new people. 


GEM 34yr old pretty brunette with lovely big 

eyes and nice skin, many interests, WLTM 
kind tallish male, 30-50yrs for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415571® 

50 year old widow, love reading, walking, 
horse riding, clay shooting, swimming & keep 
fit, 5ft 5 blond hair, gsoh looking for similar 
male. Text Only Mailbox Box No: 4435776 
® 

SYLVIA attractive blonde size 12 45yr old 
female looking for genuine companionship, 
someone to spend quality times with, enjoy 
music and cosy times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415543 ® 

FEMALE looking for male any age for fun, 
meet ups, friendship and take it from there. 
Text Only Mailbox Box No: 4550576 ® 
HOME alone far too often, attractive bubby 
fun good time girl 32yrs seeking male 30- 
50yrs for broadminded daytime fun. Let’s rid 
the boredom! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 415523 tt 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 1883 Box No: 
413399 

SUE attractive, independent, confident 
female, sporty, petite, loves the Arts, good 
books, looking for romantic, sensitive nice guy 
for nice times together. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415501 ® 

LUCY, 32yrs, blonde lady seeks naughty 
boys of any age for no strings fun. Tel No: 
0905 002 1887 Box No: 413443 
KAREN medium build, blonde hair, 5ft 5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 415429® 

ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 38yrs, married 
but seeks no strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dominant. Aca. Tel 

No: 0905 002 1937 Box No: 415301 


ANNABELLE 29 slim tanned beautiful 
sophisticated sensual brunette, loves the high 
life, Champaign lunches, weekends away, 
seeks very own sugar daddy for sweet 
nothings. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414191 ® 

SUSAN 64, lively, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411329® 

DIANE attractive singleton seeks male to 
have some fun with, meals out, cinema, 
dancing and just see were things lead from 
there. Age/race unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415373 ® 

SHELIA Asian 20yr old female, very pretty, 
feminine with long hair, enjoys nights in or out, 
seeking mature white male 55plus for 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415181 0 

MARGARET 39, attractive active female likes 
animals, reading, meals in/out, seeking 
considerate partner for good laughs, 
companionship, shared interests and more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414727 ® 
KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fir, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 ® 

BUBBLY larger than life 28yr old blonde 
bombshell, seeks large built male to fulfil my 
every fantasy! Give me a call; I will totally 
make your day maybe even your year. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 414977 ® 
BARBARA 38 slim sporty attractive blonde, 
varied interests, single and ready to date, 
seeks kind honest guy for shared interests, 
fun nights out, hopefully leading to more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414967 ® 
JULIE single petite attractive big blue eyed 
brunette, loves cooking a cosy meal in, nights 
out, searching for real love with genuinely 
nice guy. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414491 ® 
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SIMPLY TEXTEMfflTO 

First 3 messages received are free; thereafter £1.50. 
Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time. 

ROSA 27 sexy senorita seeking older 
handsome prince charming to whisk me off 
my feet, enjoy fun times, improve my English 
and fall in love with. Age/race unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412927 ® 


LINDA single and living alone, attractive, 
young looking, bubbly, WLTM similar young at 
heart companion to be close with, enjoy chats 
and romantic dates. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410119® 

WIDOW 68, 5ft 5ins, medium build, attractive, 
likes walks, reading, holidays, seeks sincere, 

N/S male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411745 


JOHN 40's, tall, athletic, active, adventurous, 

cheeky, tactile, fun, own teeth, loves life, 
seeks similar fun female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414067® 

34YR old slim, dark haired, creative, 
adventurous, likes music, cycling and 
photography, seeks likeminded female to 
share fun and happiness with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 352753 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


RITA attractive blonde with a very kind heart 
seeks special man to share my life with. 
Please get in touch if like me you are fed up 
with always being the single friend. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412987 ® 

JAN 5ft8ins slim pretty lady in great shape, 
open-minded, laidback, GSOH, OHAC, many 
interests, WLTM someone for cuddling up 
with and to share good and bad times. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412931 ® 
ANN slim attractive N/S lady who is easy to 
get along with, looking for romantic interesting 
man for new adventures together, hopefully 
Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412911 ® 
VICKY 37yr professional, mum to one, 
sensual and very attractive, looking for a real 
man, tall, fit, sincere and passionate to enjoy 
each other’s company. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411695® 


male up to 60yrs for romantic genuine 
respectful relationship, loving. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413441 ® 

EMMA petite slim blue eyed blonde 22yrs, 
likes cinema, dancing/music, just chillin, 
seeking easygoing male for fun and good 
times but nothing serious. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413207® 

EUROPEAN beauty romantic, caring, 
attentive, looking for loving male to enjoy 
warm loving relationship with, call me to find 
out more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 413013® 


ANNABELL 29 slim sophisticated well 
travelled interesting sensual fit brunette with 
lots to offer seeks older male to appreciate 
and treat me well. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412177® 

KAREN slim, tall, attractive 36yr old normal 
female who likes shopping, socialising, nights 
in/out seeking thoughtful genuine male. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412041 ® 

KIM 25yrs feminine, pretty, big blue eyes, 
GSOH, varied interests, likes romantic beach 
walks, cosy nights in, seeking honest loving 
man for Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411777® 

CAROL young 47, caring, loyal, likes music, 
concerts, cinema, theatre, seeks male with 
similar interests for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411919 ® 
PROFESSIONAL black lady, likes cooking, 
music, countryside, seeking honest, reliable 
gent, possibly farmer for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 411763 ® 

JULIE really fun loving slim pretty female 38 
looking for nice guy to go out with, get to 
know and hopefully enjoy a relationship with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411517® 
GWENDOLINE honest, trustworthy, seeks 
caring gent who enjoys cinema, theatre, 
holidays and nights out for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412293 
DIANE voluptuous curvy and all woman, 
loves dancing, walking, cosy nights in, WLTM 
nice man for friendship, hopefully leading to 
something more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:412321® 

SARA bored blonde looking for single gents 

for fun, chats and meets, looking forward to 
hearing from you, don't be shy. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412055 ® 


JEAN young at heart lady, active, 70 plus, 
N/S, GSOH, likes walks, gardening, outings, 
WLTM sincere, caring male, 69-74 for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 411711 

TINA sexy black female looking for healthy 
distractions with fun adult companion, 
interested? You won’t be disappointed, give 
me a call. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411519® 

LYNNE young looking attractive Indian female 
with GSOH and down to earth attitude, 
looking for likeminded male for date nights, 
hopefully more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 411219® 


SEAN 47, 5ft 8ins, average looks, seeking 

genuine, honest, caring female. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413945® 

PHIL 57, medium build, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414063® 

MALE requiring female company, enjoys 
evenings in, sports and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414059 
GEORGE 60 seeks Asian/Oriental female for 
no strings fun and weekends away. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 413707 ® 


NORTH Shropshire male, 67, N/S, solvent, 
GSOH, likes walks, travel, music, holidays, 
countryside, seeks N/S lady for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412867 ® 
MAURICE gentleman, 59, gentle, kind, 
caring, loving, generous, seeks lady with 
GSOH and similar personality, slim-medium 
build. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412859® 

MALE seeking female companion for outings, 
friendship and holidays. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412705 
MALCOLM 61, smoker, great personality, 
likes coach holidays, drives, pubs, meals out, 
nights out, 60's music, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412523 ® 

TONY 52, dark hair, white male, 6ft, 
confident, GSOH, seeks black female. 
Genuine ad. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412481 

TALL 42yr old sincere male, caring, honest, 
loving, seeking female, 30-40 for fun, 
friendship and good times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412483® 

TALL slim gent, 60, seeks slim, attractive lady 
for no strings relationship. Discretion assured. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412227 ® 
MALE 49, 6ft, seeks lady for discreet fun 
times. Must accom. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 413819® 

BLACK guy 68, feels 45, looks 40, seeks 
female, 58-71, GSOH, genuine, caring for fun 
times and LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:413375 

TALL Indian gent, 53, seeks sensual lady for 
friendship plus, interesting chap, discreet 
days in and nights out. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413315® 

JOHN 70, tall, slim, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413183 
GENT widower, late 60's, looks younger, 
GSOH, likes music, good food, country 
pursuits, seeks female, 50-60 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413173® 


EMMIE 50, attractive brunette, 5ft 3ins, 
OHAC, likes country walks, music, reading, 
seeks genuine, friendly, professional male 
with GSOH for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411281 ® 


STEVE 60, seeks slim blonde for no strings 
fun and weekends away. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413703 


RETIRED happy, caring, attractive female, 
likes gardening, travel, animals, comedy, 
seeks tall, funny, kind chap, Shropshire. 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411459 ® 

RITA naughty 40's petite pretty female 
looking for that special man in my life, any 
age, to get to know and see what happens, 
you only live once remember! 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410959® 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network ex¬ 
tras. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage sent. 


KAREN 34 blue/green eyed size 12 attractive 
brunette who loves pubs, cosy nights in, kids, 
seeking special honest guy/dad for poss Itr. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 413005 ® 


EMMA petite young looking 31 yr old 

attractive single brunette, loves walking, 
talking, music, seeks honest romantic 30- 
40yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412037® 


MALE seeking fun bubbly female, 21-30. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 415473 
JOHN, 42yrs professional genuine gent 
seeks caring lady to treat as a princess. Text 
Only 4550195® 

JOHN 46, West Midlands, seeks local 
black/Asian female, 30-70 for discreet adult 
fun, can travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415591 

JAMES, hard working single dad, late 30's 
seeks single mum for family days out. Text 
Only 4550196® 


ROBERT 59, N/S, fit, slim, seeks attractive 
slim female for discreet no strings friendship 
and fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413655® 

ALAN 49, seeks lady for discreet no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 413757 
STEPHEN 58, good looking, likes art, travel, 
seeking female, 50 plus for companionship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412633 ® 
PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks no strings 
fun with younger female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414991 ® 

PROFESSIONAL male, 49 looking for fun 
and good times with voluptuous lady. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4574340 ® 

GARY 6ft 2ins, dark hair, brown eyes, 
medium build, likes nights in/out, seeks 
female, 30-50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414845® 

SLIM male, 59, seeks no strings adult fun 
with broadminded mature woman, 65 plus. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414983 ® 

ROY 6ft 2ins, late 50's, seeks female. Tel No: 

> 500 3955 Box No: 414775 ® 


TONY young looking 50's male, 5ft 8ins, 

many interests, easy going, seeks slim rock 

chick or similar for relationship. Tel No: 0906 

500 3955 Box No: 413275 

6FT lins slim, dark hair, likes walking, 

animals, seeking medium build female, 60-80 

for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 413193 

JEFF young 62, N/S, tall, fit, energetic, 

seeking new female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 

Box No: 413053 

JOHN 5ft lOins, slim, GSOH, various 
interests, seeks female for 
friendship/relationship, 35-52. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413107® 

YOUNG male, 25, educated, likes arts, dogs, 


Men seeking men 


travel, classic cars, comedy, seeks similar 
older male for LTR. London/Shropshire 
anywhere. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412463® 

OLDER guy likes meals out, holidays, 
seeking younger for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411713® 


SEAN looking for female to share a coffee, 
pub, clubs and more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414549® 

GENUINE friendly, N/S professional, honest 
gent, medium build, GSOH, good heart 
essential, seeks equivalent lady, 45-60 for 
company and conversation. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414311 


MATURE male, young looking, many 

interests, GSOH, seeks similar male for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413953 

DIVORCED male, young, fit 50, generous, 
own business, seeks male, any nationality, 
1 8-20 for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412727® 


MATURE male, 6ft, GSOH, fit, active, loving, 
honest, N/S, seeks female with similar 
qualities. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414261® 


MALE 40's, discreet, seeks black male, under 

30 for fun and friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 412415 

Bl male, young, fit 50, divorced, generous, 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 
63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages 
are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you 
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Book on 
Saddlers 
history 
launched 

A NEW book on the histo¬ 
ry of Walsall FC has been 
released. 

Author and historian 
Mike Bradbury, in con¬ 
junction with the club, 
has announced the release 
of Birth Of The Saddlers. 

It took Mike and his 
team of researchers two 
years to unearth the 
details as they scoured 
almost a thousand news¬ 
papers from the Victorian 
era to compile the book. 

Although there have 
been one or two attempts 
to write the history of 
Walsall FC, Mike was 
dismayed to find that the 
first four decades have 
been ignored by other 
writers, and many key 
features are wrong in 
several well-known books. 

Mike had to put some 
key factors right in his 
new 290-page publica¬ 
tion, saying photos of 
Walsall Swifts and Walsall 
Town were the wrong way 
around in other books and 
adding he had to correct 
dozens of players’ names 
previously published. 

The author even visited 
the gravestones of many 
Walsall Swifts and Wal¬ 
sall Town players to make 
sure he got the correct 
birth and death records. 

The book is available at 
£12.99 from Walsall FC 
shop, Waterstones and 
Amazon, or from Mike at 
19 Calstock Road, Willen- 
hall. Please add £2 p&p. 


Skipper: 
Cain more 
than able 

CAPTAIN Adam Chambers 
has hailed the “frightening” 
potential of Michael Cain 
after the midfielder’s loan 
stay at Walsall was extend¬ 
ed. 

The Saddlers secured the 
services of the 20-year-old 
Leicester City man for a fur¬ 
ther month. He will remain 
at the Banks’s until January 
17. 

Cain has been at the club 
since October and has im¬ 
pressed veteran Chambers. 
The Saddlers skipper said: 
“Michael came in and right 
from his first game was ex¬ 
cellent. 

“He is a very talented lad, 
who is still very young and 
is only going to get better - 
that’s the frightening thing. 

“He has many years 
ahead of him and I think he 
is going to do very well for 
himself. He’s very gifted but 
doesn’t mind putting his 
foot in.” 

Manager Dean Smith 
said: “It’s a real boost to be 
able to further extend Mi¬ 
chael’s loan.” 

No secret to 
Blues upturn 

BIRMINGHAM City boss 
Gary Rowett insisted 
“there’s no secret” follow¬ 
ing his side’s fourth win in 
five matches. 

David Cotterill was the 
match-winner for the resur¬ 
gent Blues. The Welsh in¬ 
ternational winger smashed 
home a brilliant 20-yard 
free-kick to end Hudders¬ 
field’s seven-match un¬ 
beaten home run. 

Blues have now climbed 
away from relegation dan¬ 
ger and the manager said: 
“There is no secret. We 
have just given the players 
a chance and a fresh start. 

“We give the players con¬ 
fidence and we have had 
some continuity.” 


Geddes’ golden goal goes global 



Sean Geddes scores his “rabona” goal 


A FACTORY worker from the Black Coun¬ 
try became an internet sensation with a 
wonder goal seen by millions of football 
fans across the world. 

Former Walsall and Stourbridge player 
Sean Geddes netted one of the goals of the 
season with his ‘rabona’ effort against Bar- 
row. 

The 22-year-old from West Bromwich 
wrapped his right foot around the back of 
his left leg to chip the keeper from the edge 
of the penalty area. 

Now at Worcester City, Geddes was also 
part of the longest penalty shoot-out in 
FA Cup history. He was on target both in 
the regulation time and from the spot, in 
the epic 14-13 second round defeat against 
League One Scunthorpe. He had previously 
struck in the shock first round defeat of for¬ 
mer winners Coventry City. 


Football 


Footage of the goal shown by Worcester 
City through Youtube had 5,000 views in 
the first 10 hours of going online, going 
global soon after. 

Geddes works as a lathe turner at the 
engineering firm A&M EDM in Smethwick 
which makes Formula One and aircraft 
parts. He has been taken aback by the reac¬ 
tion his goal has received. 

“I couldn’t believe it, it is mad how people 
have suddenly picked up on it,” he said. “I 
have got a friend in Norway and he said you 
are all over the TV.” 

In terms of the strike itself he admitted: 
“I couldn’t have hit it any better.” 

Worcester City FC director Rich Widdow- 
son added it had helped to put the club on 


the map and knew it would be a sensation. 

“When you saw it you knew it was a great 
goal,” he said. “We thought it was going to 
be seen global once it got out. 

“It is all over Europe, it has been seen 
on countless TV channels. People have seen 
it and seen the football club which is good. 

“It has been the talk of the club. He is 
as cool as a cucumber, he is a good player,” 
he added. 

Strikes like this will come as no surprise 
to those at Stourbridge’s War Memorial 
Ground, who saw Geddes score several 
stunning goals during his three seasons 
with the Glassboys following his release 
from the Saddlers in 2011. 

He started his career at Manchester 
United but was released as a 16 year-old 
and joined the Saddlers. He then moved 
onto Stourbridge and now onto Worcester. 


Unbeaten run brought 
to a shuddering end 


Kirby Muxloe 3 Walsall Wood 0 

A LACKLUSTRE Wood went into the Christ¬ 
mas break on the receiving end of compre¬ 
hensive defeat by Kirby Muxloe. 

The hosts moved up to fourth with this impressive 
performance. But for Wood it was their first league 
defeat and they deserved what they got - nothing. 


After just one minute th 
front, a quick counter at¬ 
tack saw Pradeep Bahtley 
released wide left. He cut 
inside and his vicious low 
drive was pushed away by 
keeper Mario Kisiel but fell 
straight to Dan Sheahan 
to fire high and wide of an 
open goal. 

On three minutes Corey 
Currithers cut inside from 
the Wood left and hit a curl¬ 
ing drive just over. A min¬ 
ute later Bahtley raced onto 
a ball into the left of the 
box, Jamie Sauntson saving 
Wood with a superbly timed 
last-ditch tackle. 

Bravely 

On 14 minutes a left wing 
corner was flicked on at the 
near post for Adam Hohn 
to power in a header that 
Kisiel pushed wide of his 
right hand post. Four min¬ 
utes later Bahtley worked 
his way inside after collect¬ 
ing the ball from a left wing 
throw, powering through 
two tackles only to finish 
wildly. 

But the hosts did take a 
deserved lead on 27 min¬ 
utes. A central free kick was 
headed out to skipper Ryan 
Seal who made space and 
fired a low drive into the left 
hand corner from 20 yards. 

On 34 minutes a right 
wing run and cross from 
Craig Deakin was headed on 
by Leon Taylor, keeper War¬ 
ren Butlin saving bravely at 
the feet of Ben Evans. 

Six minutes later Bahtley 
raced into the left of the box 


hosts should have gone in 

Football 


but appeared to be hemmed 
in by three defenders on 
the edge of the six-yard 
box. He somehow got clear 
with the ball and found the 
unmarked Sheahan at the 
near post to fire home num¬ 
ber two. 

After 58 minutes Andre 
Gonzales made space wide 
left, his ball inside was laid 
back by Taylor into the 
path of Currithers to hit a 
first time effort too high. 
Two minutes later a lovely 
through ball from Harry 
Harris was collected at pace 
by Tom Evans on the right 
side of the box, but Butlin 
and three defenders kept 
him out. 

On 79 minutes Bahtley 
came in from wide left, his 
low cross was hit first time 
by Sheahan and was de¬ 
flected just the wrong side 
of the post. 

Wood’s relief was short¬ 
lived, however as three min¬ 
utes later Sheahan flicked 
the ball inside from a quickly 
taken left wing throw to find 
Ball who curled a shot into 
the far corner, to wrap the 
game up, bringing Wood’s 
two-month unbeaten league 
run to a shuddering halt in 
the Leicestershire mud. 

Wood were taking on 
Boldmere St Michaels on 
Boxing Day before welcom¬ 
ing Stourport Swifts on New 
Year’s Day. 


Quiet lad Khan packs a punch in the ring 

WALSALL WOOD Box¬ 
ing Club have signed off 
for 2014 by claiming their 
seventh national title in as 
many years. 

The fight factory on Li¬ 
chfield Road in Brownhills 
churned out another cham¬ 
pion, from the unlikely 
source of quiet teenager 
Ibrahim Khan, who beat 
Mohammed Kizeer Amed, 
from Broad Street in Lon¬ 
don, at Merlin’s Nightclub 
on the Isle of Sheppey. 

The 16-year-old, a pupil at 
Joseph Leckie Academy in 
Walsall, turned a razor-thin 
points decision his way in 
the last 30 seconds of their 
England Development jun¬ 
ior championships final. 

With that he joined Mat¬ 
thew Parsons, hat-trick 
hero Daniel Breeze, Joseph 
Stevenson and Lauren 
Johnson in the club’s Hall 
of Fame. 

Trainer Shaun Healy said: 
“Who would have thought 
it? He started to come and 
train here a year ago, he 
barely says a word but he’s 
got tools in the ring. 

“He’s deceptively strong, 
fit and determined and 
that’s what won him the 
fight. 

“He’s got something he 
can build on now and he can 
expect to be busy next year. 

“He will step up to the 
senior development com¬ 
petition and join Class A, 
maybe even Class B if he’s 
had 10 fights by next au¬ 
tumn. 

“Whatever happens, no 
one can ever take what he 
has achieved. I couldn’t be 

Ibrahim Khan claimed an England Development junior title mor e proud of him.” 



Decisive victories bring early festive gift 


CHRISTMAS came early for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton AA VDE skipper Paul Turner when he 
continued his run of good form to celebrate 
two decisive angling victories. 

The Wolverhampton-based carpenter 
first landed the Stoke City DAA open event 
held on the Shropshire Union Canal at 
Grubb Street in Norbury Junction with a 
5-10-3 all-gudgeon catch, taken on poled 
squatt and pinkie over groundbait at peg 
11 . 

Dave McCall (Shakespeare Superteam) 
and Digger Conway (Armitage) followed 
with like-fish for 2-9-7 and 2-7-10 respec¬ 
tively. 

Turner’s next triumph came at the 22- 
peg Wolverhampton AA open match staged 
on the Staffs & Worcs Canal where he com¬ 
manded the lead on peg 1, with a superb 


17-8-8 net of quality roach to 8oz, snared in¬ 
itially on poled bread fished down the track, 
then poled caster against a moored boat. 

Four Ashes AC captain Mel Wood was 
runner-up, on peg 16 in the bay near the 
Moat House, having scaled 5-14-5 of pink¬ 
ie-tempted gudgeon, ahead of Brown- 
hills-rod Dave Holbrook, who weighed in 
5-6-8 of bread and caster-roach from peg 22. 

Tough, wintry conditions produced a 
close contest for the Goodyear AC members 
on the Staffs & Worcs Canal in Coven dur¬ 
ing their Sunday encounter, where Mick 
Round clinched the win on peg 6 with a 
1-10-12 net of gudgeon and roach to pole- 
fished pinkie and bread punch. Choosing 
the same technique on neighbouring pegs 
7 and 8, Johnny Benness and Ray Bates 
followed with similar quarries of 1-3-5 and 


1-2-5 respectively. The FIs were once again 
prevalent at King’s Pools in Shareshill. The 
Big Match Pool was partly frozen during 
the Wednesday Affordable where the Kings’ 
men reigned supreme, filling the top three 
slots. Keith Williams eased to victory on 
peg 65, scooping out 19 FIs to poled double 
pinkie fished well-out for 31-12-0. 

Silvers 

Just one ounce decided the outcome for 
the next two competitors and Dave Mort- 
lock edged it with all maggot-tempted 
silvers for 19-3-0 at peg 37, pipping Dave 
Powell into third on peg 8, with 13 FIs and 
a brace of ide for 19-2-0. 

Anglers had to break the ice on the Carp 
Pool before sport could commence at a Sat¬ 
urday open where seasoned campaigner 


Terry Edwards (Swan Elite) won by a clear 
margin with 31-8-0 of pellet-tempted FIs 
to lOoz at peg 18. Jordan Hall (Maver Mid- 
lands/Bag’em Baits) also poled pellet on ad¬ 
jacent peg 19, scaling a plethora of FIs to 
6oz for 22-8-0, ahead of Kings’ man Keith 
Williams who finished third with 16-0-0 of 
pinkie-caught FIs and silvers to 21b. 

Hall then raised his game at Sunday’s 
open staged on the icy Carp and New 
Match Pools to take the match with a 31- 
0-0 net of FIs to lOoz taken on the maggot 
feeder, from Carp peg 16. Woodend’s Dave 
Doughty poled pellet short on New Match 
peg 15 for second with 26-6-0 of FIs in the 
2V2lb bracket, nudging Matty Stockton 
(Maver Midlands) into third with slightly 
smaller fish to 21b collected on poled pinkie 
for 25-12-0 at New Match peg 17. 


Missed 35 
doubles 
costly for 
Wanderer 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S 
Wayne Jones lamented 
the three darts that saw 
him tumble out of the 
PDC World Champion¬ 
ship at the first hurdle 
following an entertaining 
see-saw battle with Dean 
Winstanley at the Alexan¬ 
dra Palace in London. 

Despite arguably the 
most entertaining contest 
of the competition to that 
point, The Wanderer suf¬ 
fered more double trouble 
on the big stage, live on 
Sky Sports. 

In a never-say-die 
performance, Jones re¬ 
bounded from a set down 
to lead 2-1, before Win¬ 
stanley fought back to 
claim his place in the sec¬ 
ond round. 

A full set at double 
eight was all Jones had 
left to turn the tide in the 
very last leg and they all 
went astray, which he be¬ 
lieves has been indicative 
of 2014. 

“It just seems that 
everything that could go 
wrong does go wrong, at 
the moment. Luck never 
seems to go my way,” he 
said. 

“I was happy with my 
performance, really, av¬ 
eraging 95 plus and yet 
that’s only good enough 
just to tread water in the 
first round.” 

“I feel positive, though, 
so I will go into the New 
Year preparing for an¬ 
other crack.” 

Teen darts 
star holds 
his Owen 

UP-AND-COMING darts 
star Owen Maiden proved 
a bright spot as West Mid¬ 
lands fell to a 14-3 defeat at 
Essex. 

The 14-year-old was play¬ 
ing in the under-18s side but 
produced a 28.63 average to 
claim a win in his side’s 7-2 
loss. Reece Colley bagged 
the other victory. 

West Midlands Girls went 
down 3-0 and the under-21s 
lost 4-1, Kristian Wharton 
denying Essex a whitewash. 

Eleven-year-old Charlie 
Burley won on his first ap¬ 
pearance in the Basil Roden 
Friday Night League. He 
beat ex-county player Barry 
Sweet to help Whitmore 
Reans A to a 4-3 victory over 
Whitmore Reans B. 

The Wolverhampton Ri¬ 
leys Open produced a qual¬ 
ity field and was won by 
Willenhall’s Dean Stewart 
who beat PDC player Jay 
Foreman 7-5 in the final. 

The Willenhall Road Sun¬ 
day Morning League is look¬ 
ing for new teams. Call John 
Campbell on 07837274802. 

Ideye: Albion 
had game won 

RECORD signing Brown 
Ideye claims “over-confi¬ 
dence” was to blame as Al¬ 
bion threw away a 2-0 lead 
to lose at QPR. 

The Baggies were beaten 
3-2 despite first goals for the 
club for Joleon Lescott and 
Silvestre Varela. 

And Ideye, who started 
for the second successive 
game, believes Alan Irvine’s 
men got carried away with 
their first-half lead. 

“We are very disappointed 
about the result,” said 
Ideye. “We really had the 
game won in the first half. 

“We had the pattern and 
I guess we were over-confi¬ 
dent in thinking that we al¬ 
ready won the game.” 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 























The Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 


SPORT 


Golden goal Packing a punch 


Geddes goes global 
with wonder strike 


Page 35 


Sports Desk 01902 319531 


Quiet man Khan shows 
that fighting spirit 

Page 35 

email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 



Visitors 
turn the 
contest 
around 

Wednesbury RUFC 19 
Burntwood 21 

IN an archetypal game of 
two halves, Wednesbury 
dominated the opener, 
notching up three tries to 
Burntwood’s solitary pen¬ 
alty. 

It took Wednesbury just 
four minutes to break the 
deadlock as Mitch Grealey 
hacked on a loose ball then 
outstripped the Burntwood 
defence to go over under the 
posts. Tom Huggins con¬ 
verted. 

The second score came 
courtesy of Dale Doughty 
before Burntwood’s reply. A 
penalty try, again converted 
by Huggins added to the ad¬ 
vantage. 

At the start of the second 
half Wednesbury took their 
foot off the gas and Burnt¬ 
wood took full advantage. 
They kicked a penalty after 
seven minutes and an un¬ 
converted try five minutes 
later. 

Wednesbury battled hard 
to get back into the game 
but Burntwood held solid. 
With just ten minutes re¬ 
maining they got a break 
away try but missed the 
conversion which would 
have given them the lead. 
But deep into injury time 
they were awarded a pen¬ 
alty which they converted 
to give them the game. 

Wednesbury’s next game 
will be on January 10 at 
Clee Hill, kick off 2.15pm. 

Saddlers full 
of confidence 

SADDLERS top scorer Tom 
Bradshaw reckons Walsall 
had nothing to fear ahead 
of a festive double header 
against Swindon and MK 
Dons. 

Third-placed Robins were 
visiting the Banks’s on Box¬ 
ing Day before the Saddlers 
travel to Milton Keynes 48 
hours later. 

But, with Dean Smith’s 
side unbeaten in seven 
games, Bradshaw said they 
were heading into the games 
full of confidence. 

“We have every confi¬ 
dence in ourselves,” Brad¬ 
shaw said. “Why can’t we 
pick up six points from the 
next two games? It is per¬ 
fectly achievable.” 

Bradshaw netted his 
11th goal of the season in 
Saturday’s 1-1 draw with 
Sheffield United which kept 
the Saddlers impressive run 
going. 

“I think it ended up being 
a good point,” he said. 


off spirited second half fightback 


Hosts hold 



Ian Bradshaw on his 300th game for Walsall 


Walsall 33 Earlsdon 20 

WALSALL managed to withstand a strong 
second half fightback by Earlsdon and go 
on to secure a bonus point victory over 
their Warwickshire opponents. 

The visitors opened the scoring with a 
Scott penalty after the Walsall defence had 
drifted offside. It was, however, the hosts 
that set the pace for the rest of the half. 

They took the lead after Naylor, Crow- 
hurst and Fearnhead had exchanged passes 
before Halbert made a strong burst. The 
Walsall captain found Simon Weaver in 
support. The prop forward found an im- 


Rugby 


pressive turn of foot to run in a try from 
20 metres. Five minutes later a Pittaway 
quickly taken penalty resulted in fly half 
Mould placing a well-judged cross field kick 
into the hands of Paul Naylor. The Walsall 
full back sauntered over from 25 metres 
with Jack Crowhurst converting both tries. 

It was then the turn of the Walsall scrum 
to rumble forward with No 8 Dickson 
timing his pickup perfectly before forcing 
his way over the tryline. This time Roger 


Weston added the conversion. The final try 
of the half was created off a good drive from 
a lineout with flanker Hickman getting the 
touchdown to make it 26 - 3 at the interval. 

The first 15 minutes of the second half 
saw Earlsdon make a remarkable comeback 
and they were rewarded with three tries. 

Flanker Gittings scored twice and centre 
Freemantle got their other score. Scott’s 
conversion closed the gap to just six points. 

The hosts regained control of the game 
but only scored one more try. Naylor got his 
second after Mould and Weston had linked 
together well. 


BRADSHAW SHARP 
10 BLUNT BLADES 


Sheffield United 1 Walsall 1 

IT was a solid start to a big week as 
Walsall returned from Bramall Lane 
content with a point but not without 
frustrations. 

It was not an easy afternoon for boss Dean 


Smith to sum up after 
pointment with aspects 

He later took a step back 
to take into account the 
strength of opposition. 

But Smith’s instinct to be 
critical shows just how he 
and his team now approach 
games against the likes of 
Sheffield United. 

A trip to Bramall Lane is 
viewed as a chance for three 
points against promotion ri¬ 
vals but if the Saddlers are 
to reach where they believe 
they could be this season, at 
some stage they are going to 
have to show a bit more. 

Response 

They had barely laid a 
glove on the hosts by the 
time Chris O’Grady fired 
the Blades into a 56th min¬ 
ute lead. But Walsall’s re¬ 
sponse was impressive and 
swift, with Tom Bradshaw 
heading home his 11th goal 
of the season. 

The result extended the 
Saddlers’ unbeaten league 
run to seven games, yet 
there was still the nagging 
sense we didn’t really learn 
anything particularly new. 

They again proved their 
ability to compete with the 
Blades, though Smith was 
less than impressed by the 
easy way in which they lose 
possession at times. Chief 
culprit was James Baxen- 
dale, who gave the ball away 
one fatal, final time in the 


initially voicing disap- 
of his team’s display. 

Football 

build-up to O’Grady’s goal 
before being substituted. 
His replacement, Anthony 
Forde, again injected some 
life into the Saddlers’ for¬ 
ward play. 

Defensively they were 
again excellent, barely giv¬ 
ing the hosts a sniff before 
Jose Baxter sent O’Grady 
clear and even then, there 
was suggestion the striker 
was offside. Then there is 
Bradshaw, who has accrued 
his 11 goals in just 18 ap¬ 
pearances. 

The most notable first 
half incident looked set to 
be an injury to the referee 
Graham Horwood which 
forced him off until Bax¬ 
ter provided some drama 
in stoppage time when his 
drive deflected off Michael 
Cain and onto the bar. 

Chances were still at a 
premium when O’Grady 
pounced but that only 
served to kick-start the Sad¬ 
dlers. Home fans’ boos at 
the end final whistle from 
home fans gave a clear in¬ 
dication at who was happi¬ 
est with the result. But this 
was only another solid step 
on the road for the Saddlers 
in their search for the spec¬ 
tacular. 



Top scorer Tom Bradshaw moves in on the Blades’ goal as Walsall carve out a chance 


Aldridge 
pile on 
pressure 

Aldridge 57 Whittington 5 - 
Midlands 5 West (North) 

ALDRIDGE finished off the 
first half of their league pro¬ 
gramme with this compre¬ 
hensive victory over strug¬ 
gles Whittington. 

The home side’s forwards 
took the ascendancy early 
on which they maintained 
throughout. The stream of 
possession that this pro¬ 
vided was shovelled out to 
allow their backs plenty of 
opportunities to put the vis¬ 
itors’ defence to the test. It 
held for just seven minutes 
before hooker Lea Ross 
opened the scoring. 

As Aldridge piled on the 
pressure, further tries fol¬ 
lowed from flanker Ben Pit- 
tam, centre Dan McKenna, 
full-back Alex Yates and 
prop Alex Reed. Yates con¬ 
verted three to make it 31-0 
at the break. 

Whittington finally man¬ 
aged to briefly reverse the 
trend with a consolation try 
late in the second half when 
scrum-half James Crawford 
squeezed over. 

Yates and McKenna 
posted their second touch¬ 
downs and further tries 
came from lock Dan Laston 
and winger Ashley Lowe. 
Yates converted three. 

Match is halted 
after bad injury 

Rushall 1 Frickley 1 

A BAD injury to debutant 
Sam Brooks forced this 
Evo-Stik Premier match 
to be abandoned after 84 
minutes. The match will be 
replayed. 

Pics had been down to 10 
men after Mitchell Tolley 
received two yellow cards. 
On target were Pics’ Aaron 
Brown and Frickley captain 
Matty Bloor. 
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